
6 Thle Mfini8try or the Prieethood-Whicit?

ti-jus churches of the East) and I suspect that s'xae in bewilderrnent
are rubbing their eyes to see where they have got to, and are asking,
What is our naine and to, whom do we belong anyway ? ]3robably they
may resemble Melchizedec.

I imagine that most Vhinking persons who consider the thing, must be
ahnost astounded to see so niany of the clergy of England virtually
renouncing the Protestantisni that has given birth to the civilization of
the -New World and has nmade England a nursing-mother of progressive
natiors, in order to, geV staying power froni eil'ete and supertitious
national religions of the east, systenis wvhich are like old anchors nîoor-
ing vessels full of starving humanity in waters long ago fished out.
At a day when Protestant missionaries are seeking to galvauize new life
and morality into churches in Armenia, Syria, or Russia, we find highi
Anglican dignitaries wix. owe ail they are and ail they have Vo Pro-
testantisni,

SEEKING To NEUTRALIZE 31ISSIONARY EFFORT

by chloroforrning the dying inan -with soraething r.weet, to his iaste,
'fernization on the basis of so-called apostolie orders.
Ritualisrn nay seeni Vo be i mere pastime for curates, but i-j truth it

lias far-reachiing effectq. It discounts the noblest efforts of o'ir history,
ilatters superstition till the forin is treasured above the substance, and
tends to, divorce religion froin nîortdity, the union of wvhich after cen-
turies of hard experience is to-day regarded as of the very essence of
Christianity. Laggard Italy with ber miagnificent, churches and beggared
people, Russia with ber superstitious and ignorant priests and down-
trodden peasants, corne Vo be preferred before the nonl-episcopal people of
Englaild and Amer-'ca, who may have lost ecclesiastical prestige but in
public and private life have been adopting more and more of the Chris-
tiani standard of conduet. This seenis Vo mne a practical reductio ad
absurdum of the whole systeni.

But the character of its leaders, the beauty and real spirititality of
their wvritings, and the apparent cogency of their arguments, demand
that we should linger somewhat longer over the religious andp'ispl-
cal presuppositions underlying the quotations I made above f romn Dr. Paget
and Mr. Wakeham.

There is something very fascinating in the idea that ail nature is a
sacrament, that te mateýial is a vehicle of the spiritual. Indeed

TUE GREAT CONTRIBUTION TUÂT IDEÂLISM RIAS MADIE TO MODERN TIIO"JOIU!

is that the material world is meaningless unless it be interpreted in terms
of spirit. If the world is noV rebitecd Vo a thinking mind it is s9imply non
existent, and,

Ood dwella iii ail,
From ifes mnute beginaiuga, up at last
To mn i-the consummation cof this scherne
0f being ý,he coinptetion of this aphere
Of life.


