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art alone cani neyer satisfy a people. Tennyson is universally
popular because his music is wedded to suci true religious words,
because the fldwer of his song is accompanie(l -vith thie swveet
fruit of a soul thiat like tlue noble Arthjur "'did follow Christ."

Since religion tiien 18 so important a factor in the writings of
the poet, it 18 6itting that soie tine sliould be (levoted to discus-
sing thIe main elenients of his thieology, especially in a journal
devoted to thie "«science of divine thiings."

In saying that Tennyson cannot be understood apart from lis
religious beliefs, 1 do not intend it as a general proposition that
can be applied indiscriminately to every thinker and writer.
There is a sense, indeed, in which eachi individual lias sonie formi
of -%vorship ; but at present I arn referring to the special Christian
consciousness of Tennyson, and perhiaps the xneaning will appear
more elearly if we compare him withi such a poet as Goethe.
Goethe's religion was culture, more especially a culture of seIl
HIe tells us that ',the desire to raise the pyramid of rny own
existence searcely ever quits mne." And lie hoped to raise tlîis;
pyrainid w'ithout the aid of divine power. He hiad no reverence
for God or mnan, because in lis self-sufflciency lie liad found no
need of the intervention of God to satisfy his unspiritual desires.
Ooethie wvas a cold re6ined reasoner, a dernigodl perbiaps; but lie
liad few traces of religion, even if religion were only xnoralîty
wvitkout a "'tingae of emotion." WVlo could imagine Goethe
praying ? Nowv how different it is withi Tennyson. He almost
claims a peculiar knowledge of the influence of prayer. "'More
things are wrought büy prayer than this wvorld dreains of ;" ai-d
in t'ie "«Passincr of Arthur" lie dwvells on its influence. Tlien
there is the Cliristian humiliation of the soul hefore its Maker. as
expressed in the beautiful invocation of '9In Mlemoriami" ending
-%vith the wvords,

"Forgive them (his crics) where thiey fait in truth
"And iii thy wiisduni make me wise."1

This resting on a lîlgher power external to, self, tlîis finding of
the insignificance of humtnan life apart from Cod, this inability to
raise his pyranîid alone, and this faith upon a ruling God who
causes the darkness of the wvorld to end in lighit-these are
religious conceptions not seen in ail men, but they are so promiin-
ent in Tennyson tliat tlic most secular of crities cannot neglect


