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“roseup To go down to the vineyard of

Naboth. No one can study this lesson and its
iection without remembering that us the

chariots of Ahab and his bodyguard descended
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| the slopes between Sumaria and Jezreel there were

in the company Jehu and Bidkar, who heard the
jes

| awful prophet pronounce a doom which those
| two men were destined to help carry out,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Unbridled  covetousness usually bears fruit
quickly.  The primary incident of this
rently unimportant, and but for the weak
king, the unscerupulous queen and her wicked
accomplices nothing  would

lesson s

ever have been
But the incident led to the down-
of the house of Ahab, for (he vacillating
king, going down to possess the coveted vineyard,
lus another unexpected encountey with Elijah,
who plainly declares to the King that in the
place where the dogs licked the blood of the in
nocent and murdered Nahoth they should also
lick his blood, and that as for the wicked Jezebel,
the dogs should eat hey by the wall of Jezreel,
This was the legitimate fruit of the covetousness
of & man of whom the prophet I, “Thon
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the
Lord

Verse 4. The word. The king's dixpleas
Was unreasonable.  Naboth held the vine-
1ce of his fathers,” and he
Wits not justified in parting with it, ey 1 though
the King should offer more for it than it
in the market. The law would not
countenance such a transaction, and Naboth

known of it.

ur

Yard as * the inher|

was
worth
was hound by God's commandment 1o keep his
The King's demand was,  therefore, ille
gal, and he probably knew it,

5. But Jezebel. This terrinle woman, an
idolatress and a relentless persecutor

land

of God's
people, had no religious or moral seruples, If
the King hesitated at wickedness, she reveled in
it
Clytemnest

The comparison between her and JEsehylus's
vand Shakespeare's Lady Mucheth
Isvery striking, When the king allowed her to
handle their case their ruin beeame iney itable ;1
in his abject moral weakness, hecame o partici
pator in her base treachiery and awful epiy
nality,

7. Dost thou govern? Thix has the up- |

pearance of a malignant, defiant taunt, quite un
becoming a woman and queen,  But she evi-
dently was a thoroughly bad woman as well
Lange aptly suays, ‘4 As
i righteous spouse in the court of a great lord
8 as a sun, giving light throughout the land
and doing much good work by her exam-
Pley in the same proportion is an unholy womun
mischievous,”

8. With his seal,

as a disloyal queen,

It is quite clear that the

feal must have been given to her by Abab, who

must have known that she intended to use it in
some dishonest and  unlawful way. e, then,
| became a party to her crime.  Her letters bear-
‘mz the king's seal passed as authentic royal
| mandates, and compelled obedie
of the local authorities,
10. Sons of Belial, 7This expression be-
comes clearer when the word * Be lial
[used as @ proper name,
[used in the Ola T
lated “worthlessness » op

nee on the part

is not
It should not be so
tament, and should be trans-
" The

ving

*fusclessness
expression may be understood as
mply a worthless, lawless fellow,”
sation  brought  aguinst

against God, seems strange

signi

The accu-
Naboth, blasphemy
in view of the fact
| that Jezebel was an idolatress and had no re-
spect for Jehovah herself, In her pursuit of in-
nocent Naboth  she trampled under foot the
divine commands against killing, stealing, and
bearing false witness,
11. Did as Jezebel had said. The murder
of Naboth was followed by the killing of his
sons, in order that his heirs might not interfore
With Ahab when he should take possession of
the property, although according to the law the
property of a criminal reverted to the king.
[ Thus crime Was made to holster up crime,
16. Ahab rose up. The impediment now
being removed, and his vineyard having fallen
| into the king’s hands according to law, Ahabh
hurries to gloat over his ill-gotten  gains, but
[ divine vengeance is dogging his footsteps, Jehu,
[ who is to be the means of Ahab’s punishment,
rides with him to Jezreel, and in the midst of
the vineyard the terrible prophet will
him and prophesy his awful death,

denounce

| —

Thoughts for Young People,
Thoughts on Naboth’s Vineyard.

[ Lo How ek enil and trouble come from wortdly
! Naboth’s vineyard cost its owner a
great price. What shall it profit & man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul? He
| who sells himself to work evil gets small returns
| for his pains.

possexsions

2. Howmueh of harm comes from looking with cov-
*“Thou shalt
not covet” is the only one of the Ten Command-
ments which does not condemn or command an
overt act. Almost any other desire may be

| etous desire upon the things of others,




