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Unless it is exactly what it ought to be perfect overwork cannot be done, there-
fore the worker wvi1l (10 well tu practice it faithfully, and oughit not to undertake
the overwork unitil slie lias a satisfactory preparation. It is very initeresting to

examine the underfilling iii very old work where the
finishing stitches have worn away and so exposed. it.

Isperfection lets one into the secret of the perfect even-
niess of mnucli of the work iii antique enbroideries and
convinces one that it is indeed wvorth while to do it well.

Ç/<.There are many designs for white work which mnay
\ be done by certain methods which iake tight framning

j: nunecessary, as will be cxplained, but for this kind of

raised firn work, such as the letters of the brcad doily,
Fig. 27, the tightest possible fraimiîig is absolutely îmi-

... IG. 32" perative. The hioop is the style of framne to u-se and it,
wvith tue holder, equips one for good work.

A very simple rule enibraces the niethod of the overwork, but it nîeans a great
deal and rnust be accurately followed. The stitches mnust be laid at right angles
to the direction of the forms, that is, straiglit across by the shortest distance. As
the fori changes iii direction tic overstitclies niust change theirs, gradually if
the deviation is sliglit. abruptly if they are following a curve which suddenly re-
verses its direction, as at the base of B in Fig. 27. Iii order to accornplishi these
turlîs it is neccssary to crowd tlic stitches on the inside of the curve or angle and
spread tiin a littie on the outside. This niust be doue without being apparent
and, in or(Ier that it caxi be, the turn or curve must be calculated on from the start.
Oue inust sec ahcead, slant each stitcll slightly so that noue will take a decided posi-
tion ix, contrast to the others, but ail secmi part of the wvho1c unbroken series. Sec
curve(l side of the D in - Bread," Fig 27. All the stitches iii this except those
exactly iii the center of the curve crowd slighitly on the iliside and sprcad the least
trille on the outside. AIl the stitches then are not at righit angles with the upright
lposition of tlîe letter but al iitrYh1 angoles wi12 the dir-ection of Mie lines and curz'es
wh'lich /ùrim il. This is an unerring mile and perfectly easy to ........ ......

aply to ail Frenchi laid work, whether letters, scrolls, leaves,
or omnanients of ans- sort. It keeps the enibro&dery absolutely
conventional, as it shiould be, and characterizes it as an especial z
style. Sce Fig. -2. Tro illustrate further by the bread doily,'
observe hou' the mule is carried out in the sections of the wheat
grains &s well as in the letters, and even in the w'heat beards *.

and stems.

Such slender lines as these are not as difficult to work 3

as they sceun. Thiey are ernbroidered over one thread and thîs, iii the lines of
the beard for instance, is placed froin end to end iii one stitch and drawni Io Mhe
cnrv,.e as the covcring proceeds. -See Fig. 33. It is indeed casier to, keep the
stitches of this narrow line eVen than wider ones ; it looks difficult only because
it is fine. The long under stitch mnust flot be too tiglit nor yet too loose. The
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