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like them to be-mn the inidat of friends, and in circumstances of tho groutest
ease and ý,omfort ; and, on the other hand, if they dia not d1elight themselvels
in the wvill of God, without fret'eixg, without coxnplaining, without im-patience
-that in -thoir inm9)st souls they di2. fot delignt to do fue, will of God, Ese
that thoughi in sickness, thougl i x adversity, though in the most tryig cir-
cumstances of any kind, thougli forsaken by everyon,-if the will of God
was not done under those circumstances, or if they were not in a state of
heart while iii adversity to do it,-then it was a faihîre as to hioliness ; that
coula not be called holiuess te the f ui]. It miglit be called holiness in degree
but not holiness in its normal state, as it should be in them, and as they
ought to aim at it, as the children of Goa.

Holi.ness did not consist in certain sentiments or feelings, however excel-
lent they might be in themselves, but ini doing the iviU of Goa. But if this
be the true definition of holiness, theii they at once saiv that none of the
chldren of God that 'were gyone before them evor attained to the fufli of such
holincas, but that their attaininent was only in degyree. Full, comiplete con-
formity to the mind of God wvas that held out as the blessed state for which
they hiad been apprehended by God in Christ Jesus, and which. would be
their blessed portion when conipletely delivcred froi the old, evil, corrupt
nature wlithin thein. So long( as the old, evil, corrupt nature remained in
them-though this normal state of holiness, this perfect state of holiness,
was ever te be aimed at, ever prayerfully to be sought and looked for, in
order that they might be more and more conformed to the mind of Christ-
stili, in a greater or less degree, t.hey would have te sorrow aud grieve to the
end of their earthly pilgrimage, by reason of their failures and shortcornlngs.
Just as ail the other graces-faith, love, hope, patience, meekness, humility
of soul and tlue others-were only attained to in a. measure, wluile they were
in the body, se also the perfection of ahl those ,cqaces-lioliness-wolild only
be attained to in a nicasure while they wvere in the body. But this was no
reason at all why they should net, to the -very utmost Qf their po'wer, aim
after further and further advancement iu the Divine life.

Now as to the next point-how may we attain to holiness ? Hie need
scarcely say to his esteemed brethren that cf course, in the first place it was
absolutely needful, without which there could be ne such thing as even the
snxailest degree cf attainment in holiness, that they be born again ; that they
be regenerated ; that they who -werc by nature dead in trespasses and sins
should have heavenly 111e. If this wvere not the case, there coula be ne such
thig as the smnailest particie cf what God cails hehixuess found in them. The
next question was-What xnighlt help thein on in heliness?

0f*ail the passages he miglit be able te bring forward frein God's precieus
Word, regarding this subjeet, he did net know of one which comprised, more
lu itself tha-n the passage in the lst chapter of 2nd Peter, the àth and foilow-
ing verses-" Beside this, giving ail diligence, add te, your faith virtue."'
This was te be taken in the sense cf courage or fortitude, implying, in the
firast place, a confession cf Ohrist ; and then, having made a distinct, open
confession of Christ, an exn deavour te maintain their ground. 1' &dd te your
faith virtue, and te virtue knowledge. " Knowledge cf what ? They al
knew it meant spiritual k-nowledge ; knowledge of God the Father ; know-
ledge cf the Lord Jesus Christ; knowledge cf ail that ivhidh God lias been
pleased in the Eeoly Seriptures te reveal te then. On this depended a great
deal as to advancement in the Divine life ; or as te further and further attain-
ing te holiness-that they should be acquainted increasîngiy with God and
the Lord Jesus Christ; for the more this vas the case the more they saw
what a levely beiug God -vas--what a genereus, kind, bountifixl being Hie
wvas ; how Rie was such an one as they could net help loving ; and they were
constrained te please Him when they apprehended the woxxdrous graces fie
bestewed on them in Christ Jesus. They were constrained te seek te please
filin for ail fie had doue for them, lu Christ, and then they should increas-
ingly bu conformed te fis mind.
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