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GOD *~EARS.
« Mother, will the Saviour hear
Such a little child as I?
He'll not heed my prayer § fear;
All my vain and feeble cry.

* Will he stoop, mamma, to see
While 1 humbly koneel to Him?
Will He notice little me
When I say my evening hymn 2"

¢ ITe poth hears and seee, my boy,
When you kaee! to thm in prayer;
All my datling's grief and joy
Ile is ever pleased to share.

¢ Then ne'er think Ile will not hear
I'en your faintest whisper, love 3
I1e will lend attentive car;
Lvery prayer is heard above.

» Never fail in joy or woe,
Jesus' ready sid to crave ;
He will loving kindness show,
And my child in mercy save.”

MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.

Wriung tn the Princess of a mother who, though * no
pogel was * 3 deaver being, all dipt 1n angel instincts,
weathing Paradise,” Tennyson exclaims :--

Happy he
\Vith such a mother ! faith in womankind
Beats with his blood, and trustin all things high
Comes easy to him, and though he trip and fall,
ke shall not bind his soul with clay.
The poet's thought is illustrated by a little story told by the

Rer. Joshua Cooke in an article on the mule-deer, contributed

B 1, “ The Big Game of North America."

The clergyman’s oldest son, a ranchman in Oregon,
wnds six feet and an inch in his stockings, and is a power-
f:iman, a good shot, a fine hunter, warm-hearted and gen-
acas.  One day a fellow-ranchman came to his cabin, and

g sd i —

« Mr. Cooke, my old mother is dead.  She was a Chris
wan woman, and 1 don't want to put her in the ground like
e cattle we bury.  There 1sn’t a minister within thirty miles,
your father 1s & minister , you have taoght in out Sabbath
«bool. Would you come and say a word over my mother? ™

it was anew experience ; the big boy thought a moment,

B and then saud .—

« \Wouehead, [ never did anything of the kind, hut if it

s #2s my mother—and [ have one whom 1 worship—1 snould

gelas you do.  Your mother sha’n't be buried like a dog. I'll
come.”

Afterward he wrote to his father :—

#1 recalled the wards 1 had so often heard you pronounce
over thedead. AR alone 1 read a passage of Scripture, sang a
rerse of a hymn, said a short prayer, said the ‘dust to dust,’
and all was over. It was a tight place, father; all the men
and women of the valley were there ; but I thought of mather
and it cartied me through, ®
A rough young ranchman said to this son one day .
uBates, we notice that you will take part with us in our

| spartsup to a certain point, and thea you stop. We wonder

why.”

“Jerry,” he answered, * when I left home I made up my
micd to go nowhere and take part in nothing that would dis-
please my mother.”

LITTLE JOE’S GIFT.

Grandpa and Grandma Stebbins had the Bible in their
bome, but they seldom read it. It lays upon an upper shelf,
and the dust was often allowed to collect upon it. They were
so intent upon gathering together this world’s goods that
they found little time to thiuk of the world to come. Joe,
their litle grandson, was a brave little boy and they laid by
every cent they could spare in order that they might educate
him. It was for Joe that they toiled early and late.  When
be first went to the district school, how proud the uld couple
were of the reports of his behaviour! No boy gave luss
trouble to his teacher, nor was more loved by her.

This teacher was a Christian and she told him ubout Jesus
aad the boy's tender heart was touched, and taat evening he
ran all the way home in his haste to tell grandpa and grand-
ma the story. The aged parents had long been familiar with
it, and they listened, not untoucked by the boy’s enthusiasm.
Jos kept the story in his heart and pondered often of the
blessed Jesus who died for sinners.

While Grandpa Stebbins was never idle, yet he had not
prospered as inany another and his heart hardened as he
thought of what he would, but could not, do for his boy. When
vacatioa came, Joe, who was bright and activein word as well
¢ study, said :—

% Grandpa, 1 am not too young to lend a hani.”

So, when grandpa went to the woods with his 532 to hew
down trees, Joe went down, too, Aetermined to help. The old
man was psoud enough of the little man who ran vy his side,
and grandma, as she watched their departing forms from the
window, smiled as she vesumed her knitting 2 pair of warm
stockings for Joe.

Grandpa never could tell how it happened, but when the
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9ak at which he was hewing fell, joe fell toe, crushed benaath
its trunk.  One leg niust be taken off, the surgeon said, and
the little fellow clung to grandma's neck, striving vainly to
smother the sobs that shook his frame.

It was a sad houschold and Joe, as he lay upon his bed,
strove vainly to cheer the hearts of his grand-parents.
“ Don't cry, grandma.” he would say ; ** I can get around on
one leg and there is lots of things a boy with one leg can do.”

He made a rule to speak to them each day of Jesus. In

his sufferings the dear Lord was very near to him and he
thought often and wonderingly of the life and death of the
Saviour,
. One day his teacher brought him a mission paper and in
it was the story of a child who worshipped idols and when
told of Jesus wept for joy and said, *Tell father, too,” and
;urning from the wooden image, he bowed his knee to the living
esus,

Joe's form daily wasted and his dear ones saw that his
earthly life was short.  ** Grandpa,” he said one day, “have
I cost you much?” The old man hid his face and sobbed.
“I want to know, grandpa,” Joe continued, * just how much J
cost a year.”

“ Not much, my boy, not much ; not more than one hun.
dred dollars.”

‘ Well, grandpa, I am going home soon, and 1 want you
to give that money to some other boys to teach them of Jesus,
that they may come to the same home where I am going.”

Grandpa sobbed “yes,” and the boy, stroking the white
Pairs of his head, said: “ Won't you and grandina come
too ? "

This is how Joe performed his work for missions, and
brought his grandparents into the kingdom.

Soon the wasted form was laid to rest, but the old couple
never forgot their promise to little Joe. The Bible was
brought down from the shelt, and eaci year into the misston
fund there came the offering of one hundred dollars, bearing
the words * Little Joe's Gift,”

A DAY VISION.

On a recent beautiful morning I stood with nature’s green
carpet spread before me. Just at hand I beheld a small plot
of flowers, of purple and scarlet, contrasting beautifully with
the green and producing an effect unequalled by humao skill.
Looking a Lttle turther, I saw another object, that at once
fixed my auwtenton, Two blades of prass crossed each other
near their poiats, and 1 the crossing sat a dewdrop. As the
rays of the sun fell upon it, a sparkling white light struck the
eye, more brilliant than gem of bridal ring or royal coronet.
Turning my head so as to change the angle of wision, it as
sumed the colour of the ruby and shone with a red hght.
Again it changed to emerald, then to yellow, like the topaz.
As [ conunued to gaze at it, the poiats of a star shot out from
all sides of it, giving it the appearance of a red gem of the
sky, with a dark centre. Just then a gentle zephyr stirred the
grass a.d it twinkled like a veritable star in the heavens, and
I could but admire and adore,

My thought was, 1f the Great Infinite condescends to be-
stow such care and show such skill upon a drop of dew, which
would penish 1n an hour, will He not care for me and beaatify
me with His salvation who am of more value than many drops
of dew ?

A SWEET STORY.

I was once in Central Patk, in New York, zad stood
watching the children take their donkey rides. A very poor
looking but neatly-dressed woman, with a zale little girl who
walked with a crutch, was also Jooking un at the xiders. Two
nicely-druzced little girls bad ji¥st dismounted from their long-
eared steed, and 1 saw them glance at the lame child, and
whisper eagerly to their friner. The gentleman approached
the poor woman, and litting his hat politely, said : * My little
girls are anxious v enjoy the pleasure of giving your daugh-
ter a nde.” Tne lame child’s pale face flushed crimson with
surprise and pleasure ; and the poor woman look equally de-
lightza. The child was soon in the saddle, and went twice
cver the course. Meantime her entertainers were whispering
together, and when she was taken down the elder sister went
up to her, and slyly slipped into her hand a box of candy. |
daresay those little girls have forgotten their act of kindness
by thistime ; but I do not believe the child or her mother have
forgotten 1t, or ever will. The pleasures we prepare for our-
selves fade and perish. The good and kind actions we do for
others last to all eternity.

AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT.

The subject of health, Good health depends upon good
food. It is not what we eat that nourishes the body, but
what we digest. To study what we eat and why we eat is
important. It was by eating the wrong food that the curse
came upon mankind at firtst.  Thousands are miserable with
indigestion and dyspepsia from eating the wrong kind of food
now., Some eat the same kind of food in hot weather that
they do ia cold weather, and consequently they suffer and are
cast out of the paradise of health. It is always safe to eat
Desiccated Wheat, but be sure you get the proper article
with the name and trade mark of the Ireland National Food
Co. (Ltd.) on the package.

*§a’bbati) School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

CHRIST AND THE BLIND MAN. ks
GotukNy Tevr, One thing 1 know, that, whercas 1 was
blind, now 1 sce.—Juhw ix. 25.

INTRODUC TORY.

I'houch the Tharisees found fault with Jesus because some of
is mir. .les of healing were pclormed on the Sabbath day, He did
not alter dis methed of working in deference to their prejudices, teal
or affected. e did what was right without regarding what con-
straction maliynant enmity might put upon His actions, It was ona
Sabbath day soon after the incident of last lesson occurred that Jesus
met the man who was born blindand gave to him the precious bless.
ing of sight.

1. The Blind Man,—Blindness is a much more common atilis.
tion in eastern than in western countries.  The climate has much
to do with the pievalence of this sad malady. The sudden changes
of temperatute and the consequent great variation of the light's in.
tensity is trying to the eyes, as are also the fierce glare of the sun-
hight and the tine particles of dust almost continnally floating in the
air. The man whose case is mentioned in this passage had besn
botn Wind. In all the other recorded cases of miraculous restoras
tion of sight this is the only instaace given of vne who had been
blind from his birth, I* is said that ophthalmic skill cannot cure
this defect. The miracle is therefore all the greater in this instance,
Jesus saw the man, lic may have been looking intently at him.
The appearance of the blind man prompted the disciples to ask :
¢ Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was bom
blind?2"” It was a common belicf among the Jews that speciat
forms of suffering were the immediate punishment of special forms of
sin.  They therefore concluded that the blindaess of this man must
be directly traceable to cither his own or his parents’ sin,  1lere,
however, was a ditficulty they could not well get over.  The man
had been blind from his birth, and they could not understand why
punishment should fall upun a man belore he could be responsible
for his actions. On the other hand, if it was for the sin of his
patents, then why should the seversty of the punishment fall upon
him? TItis true that all suffering is caused by sin. [t is also true
that special sins entail special punishments, but it is not for us in
every case to apply the generai principle, because we do not know
the facts and we might grievously misioterpret God's dealings, as
the disciples were in danger of doing in the present instance. In
reply to their question Jesus tells the disciples that ¢ Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents.” Tkat means that they were not
sinless, absolutely free from sig, for with the sole exception of
Jesus Himself no member of the human family is without sin, ** for
we have all sinned and come short of the glo:y of God.” It means
that it was not because of any special sin either on the man's part
or that of his parents that this sad aftliction had befallen him. It had
a morc gracious and merciful purpose, ‘*that the works of God
should be made manifest in him.’
ness. order out of confusion, and who makes the wrath of man to
praise tlim, can overrule the attlictions of men to their ghest good,
&nd o tis owa gluty.  Thes muracle that Jesus wrought s a cieart
instance of this. He adds: ‘I must work the works of Him that
sent Me while it is day, the night cometh when 1o man can work.”
This was a proverbial expression, indicating that every opportunity
brngs its appropuiato duty, which cught to be attended to at the
proper ime.  Day is the time fur work.  If the wuik is aul June
night comes and puts an end to the opportunity. Chiist’s working
day on earth was drawing near to its close. He was intent on doing
the will of the Father who sent Him while opporianity offered.
Again Jesus apptopriately repeats the declaration cuacerniog Himself,
¢ am the Light ot the world,” Ile came o give sight to the
blina. He has come to dispel the darkaess of ignorance, of sin and
of sorrow. He is the true Light, the Sun of Righteousness. In tis
light only can we see hgu. clearly.

I1. The Blind Man Rec#ives His Sight.—Most of the mic-
acles wrought by Chitst wese accanplis ied without the use of out
ward means. His word of power was sufficient.  In this case out-
ward means were uszd, but utterly inadequate to effect so great a
change as the gr.i0g of sight to a man that had beea born blind.
Tesus spat cw. the ground, and the moistened clay was applied to
the eyes < the patiant. He was then told to go to the Pool of Siloam
and vash. In all casee where Christ had exercised His miraculous
r.wers of healing, faith on the part of the recipient was a neces-
sary element. It may have been necessary to ancint the eyes of the
man with clay to put him in the expectant frame of mind in which
faith might have room for exercise, and the obvious inadequacy of
the means used would at once convince spectators of the divine
power exercised in the gift of sight.  Sending him to wash in the
Pool of Silvam was a test of the man’s faith and obedience. Having
tollowed Christ’s instructions he came back from the Pool seeing.
What a blessed change he bad expericnced ! His acighbours and
ths people generally who knew him at once noticed the chaoge,
and expressed their astonishment, and begin to dispnte over it.
Those who knew him best had no doubt as to his idsntity. Some
said : ““This is he ;™ others said : ‘¢ ha is like him."” The man him-
self settles this controversy by declaring: ‘I am he.” This led to
animated enquiry and something like official investigation. \When
the man and his parents were examined and the facts of the case es-
tablished beyond possibility of doubt, the oflicials were anxions to
find in this cure wrought on the Sabbath day a grouad of accusation
against Christ, but the facts were against them, so for the present
they bave to content themselves with turning the cured man out of
the synagogue.

111. The Man whose Sight was Restored Finds the Sa-
viour, —Jesus hid at first fouod the man in his misery.  He again
finds him in his perplexity. He now pointedly puts the question o
him : * Dost thou believe ¢~ the Son of God?"” The man may
have heard of Jesus and some of the wonderful works He had done
but up to that moment he had no distinct idea of who his benefac-
tor really was. The man on whom this miracle of healing had been
wrought was in a candid and open frame of mind. The erroneous
aspersions of the Pharisees had not perverted his spiritual vision, so
with all candour he asks: ** Who is be, Lord, that I might believe
on Him?” This was the first oppostunily the man had of look-
ing on the face of Jesus. Tle voice he may have recognized, hut this
was the first time he had seen Him.  This direct and sincere ques-
tion is answered with equal ditectness : ** Thou hast both seen Him
and it is He that talketh with thee.”” This is enough. As the Sou
of God the man acknowledges Jesus, rests on Him for salvation and
worships Him as God. He receives Him as the divine Saviour, who
is able to save uato the uttermost all that come unto God by H’im.

PRACTICAL SUGGZSTIONS.

All by nature ace spiritually blind, and sin only makes the blind-
ness more intense. ot this spiritual blindness there 1s no human
cure.

Christ, who is the Light of the world, can cure ever the worst
casz;r (;]f spiritual blirg:css. tich

ose whom rist enlightens are conscious o
change. Othersalso are able to see its effects, f the blessed

Salvation implies a personal application to the son of God. To
c}v:cry,smccre sceker He reveals Himself, ¢ It is {Ie that talketh with
thee.’
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God who brings light out of datk-



