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CASTE : THE OUSTACLE' 10 MISSION WORK
, IN INDIA.
\ —_—
It is difficult, and indeed impossible, for any
one who has never seen the practical work-
"ing of caste in India, to gain an adequate
idea of its nature and influence. Some notion
 may be obtained from books written on the
- subject, and some from intercourse with peo-
ple who have hived a few years in the coun-
try.  Yet, at the best, 1t will be imperfect. One
reason of this is that people inyBritain fre
quently talk about caste as existing among
. themselves. And there is no question that it
does—that is, that wide distincuions separate
the various classes of British society. Envy
and jealousy are ran§ed\on one side, and
! haughtiness and pride of the other.
side, again, 1s poverty un\ various gradations,
1 and on the other are* wdal\a and luxury. On
‘the one side are the dndpbled and distin-
guished few, while on theotlier are the untitled
+many. And this is supposed to be a reflection
: of Hindu caste, the difference between them
1 being regarded as merely one of degree.

Undoubtedly some resemblance does exist,
_but the difference is fundamenwal.  English
.caste is an evil by no means necessary to the
. fabric of saciety. It may be modified, broken

down and destroyed. Indian caste is so in-
-herent in the social life of the people that its
, abolition would be followed by a revolution
1 in native socicty, complete and universal. It
is not connected with the possession of wealth,
for it often happens that a Brahmin is poor,
- and nevertheless receives the highest appella-
-uons which human language can give, while
‘men of low caste witk abundance ot riches
- are treated with contempt, A Rajah may not
: be of the highest caste, He is not infrequently
a Rajpoot—that is, he belongs to the military
i caste ; sometime he is a Sudra. In either case
he is below the Brahmin, who, however poor
he may be, will not associate with him on
terms of equality, or give his daughter in mar-
riage to him.  Caste is intimately associated
with religion, so much so that it is considered
.to be a solemn religious duty for a man to
iadhcre ngidly to the regulations, ceremonies
and duties of his order, and not to admit the
| smallest infringement of them. A Hindu holds
tthat the gods would be angry with him if he
. broke his caste—that is, departed from any of
.the rules which his fraternity observes.

The Hindus, as is well known, are separated
"into four great castes—Brahmiuns, Rajpoots,
Vaisyas (traders), and Sudras (agriculturists,
' artisaus, etc.).  Practically, however, castes
-are innumerable, for every trade, profession
‘and occupation constitutes a distinct caste.
:They do not inter-marry, fior can they eat
jand drink together. Not only does the caste
,system prevail among Hindu tribes properly
‘!so called, but also among the low and outcast
i tribes, who are as punctilious in its observance
{as their Hindu neighbours.  They look down
jupon one another, and dispute about priority
;of position with an eagerness and pertinacity
unsurpassed by any. They trade with one
agother, are perhaps servants in the same
house, and are associated publicly in various
avocations—but here their relations terminate.
They cannot draw nearer to each other than
this ; and the same thing is true of the higher
castes. Not only are the castes kept separ-
ated from one another by the strictest rules,
and by the awful threat of excommunication,
which is rigorously visited on the hapless in-
dividual who consciously or unconsciously has
broken his caste regulations, but the sub.
divisions of the castes are kept apart, and can
have socially nothing to do with one another,
i Moreover, the Brahmins of the south bold
‘thcmselvcs aloof from those of the north, and
the Brzhmins of the west will not eat with the
Brahmirs of the east.

Hindu caste, in alliance with idolatry, has
petufied the spirit of exclusiveness, which is one
of the most prominent features of Hindu na-
tioval character. The Hindus have shut
themselves up to themselves. They admit
no onc into their communities. No one can
tempt them to alter their rules, and no Eng-

any one of their castes. On the other hand a
man may be, and often is, expelled from his
caste. Thisis speciaily tree when a Hindu
becomes a Christian.  The ceremony of bap-
tism cuts him offat once from all further in-
course. Parents, brothers, friends abandon
him because be has broken the rules of his
order. Thenceforward they ckua him, will
neither eat nor drink with him, and in some
cases will not even trade with him, or allow
the washerman to wash his clothes for him.
‘Che caste system has been properly describad
as the esseuce, the life and soul of Hinduism,
So long as a Hindu obscrves his caste rules,
he is at liberty to believe what he pleases, and
do what he pizases. He may bean atheist and
propagate atheism without losing his caste. He
may be an anti-theist, and  propagate hostility
to God without being excommunicated. He
may believe that his greatgrandfather was ap

some scieatists of the day, without being ostra-
¢ised. He may be guiity of fornication, ndul-

lishman can possibly btcome a member of

anthropomorphous ape, 1o the great delight of

tery and theft without losing his caste. But if

On one:

he eats or drinks with the holiest European
alive, or with a Hindu of inferior caste, he is
ostracised. Itis no matter of astonishment,
therefore, that many Hindus, although thor-
oughly convinced of the truth of Christianity,
dread to avow their convictions lest th.y
should be cast off by their dearest friends aud
relations, They naturally shudder at the so-
cial oatracisin and isolation to which they
would have to submit. To be convinced of
the truth of Christianity is one thing, but to
embrace it, especially in a couatry like India,
1s a very different thing.

The sacnifice which native Christians have
to make should awaken the deepest sympathy
of every one interested in the evangelization
of India, and should be carelully pondered by
those wha talk glibly of the paucity of con-
verts. They are socially separated from their
fellow-countrymen as effectually as though they
Ived 0 another land.  In fact, in one sense
they form a caste by themselves, with which
all other castes have no communion. They
draw ~losely to the British residents in India,
as a consequence of the exclusiveness of the
Hindus around them, and because of their
having embraced the Christian faith of their
rulers. Hence they are loyal to the backbone
—a circurastance  which should call forth
greater sympathy toward the native Christian
communities from the British Government in
India than it has bitherto done. [dolatry, de-
grading as it is, yields more easily to the Gos-
pel than caste. -

BEAUTY, HEALTH AN.
are priceless possessions in yomen, and they
can only be preserved by thquse of the most
carefully compounded toilet af\d medical agents.
Remember that the positive pXity, harmless-
ness, and high quality of the ingradients of the
Recamier Tailet Preparations are uaranteed
by distinguished and honourable scient
medical testimony, based upon searkhing
apalysis. .

The Recamier Preparations do not comtain
Arsenic, Lead, or Bismuth in any form, as is
attested over their own signatures, amoang
others by

Hesry A. MortT, Pu. D, LL. D,,

Member of the London, Paris, Berlin and

American Chemical Societies,

THoS. B. STILLMAN, M. Sc, PH. D.
Professor of Chemistry of the Stephens In-
stitute of Technology,

PETER T. AUSTEN, PH. D, F.C.S,,
Professor of General and Applied Chemistry,
Rutgers College, and New Jersey State Sci-
entinc School.

They are reccommended by women who make
the preservation of a good complexion a study.
FROM MME. ARELINA PaTTi-NICOLINL

CrAIG v-NO5 CasTLE, Oct. 13. 1887

My DEAR MRs. AYER,—There never has
been anything equal in merit to the Recamier
Preparations ; my skin is so immenselyim-
proved by their use. I need not dread old age
while these magic inventions of yours exist.
I use Cream, Balm, and Lotion every day of
my life, and could not exist comfortably with-
out them. Recamier soap also is perfect. I
shall never use any other. It far surpasses all
toilet soaps. I hear that the Princess of Wales
1s delighted with the Recamier Preparations.
I am convinced your Recamier Preparations
arc the greatest boon ever invented. I could
not camfortably endure a day withaut them.

' ADELINA PATTI-NICOLINL
WHAT THE RECAMIER PREPARATIONS ARE
AND WHY THEY ARE TO BE USED.

Recamier Cream, which is first of these
world-famous preparations, 1s made from the
recipe used by Julie Recamier. It is not a
cosmetic, but an cmollient, to be applied at
night, just before retiving, and to be removed
in the morning by bathing freely. It will re-
move tan and sunburn, pimples, red spots or

smooth, as white, and as soft as an infant’s,
Recamier Balin isa beautifier, pure and sim-
ple. It isnat a whitewash, and uolike most
liquids, Recamier Balm is exceedingly bene-
ficial, and is absolutely imperceptible exceptin
the delicate freshness and youthfulness which

it imparts to the skin.
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