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MIE lollowing paragraph lrofil a rerent article on
Miracles, by Gladstone. in thec current issue of the
Nincleernt Century. has a direct beirinir on the con-
trovetsy in regard to prayer for rain. which bas been
going on here for the past few weeks:

The amocsaibility oi miracle 1% ti Incsinc whiceh appeare
to claimi for lis basfs te resuis o ni îlysical irtquirsv Tliey
point t0 unb:tken sequences in imaaerîia naturel and scier
cvery phenoinenur tu lis immediate atcedent as adequate
ta' ls orderly production. Du- the appeal tu these great
achlevernents of <aur time i4 ilelcf dus,.'der1y. fir it cais
upon nalural science t0 decide a question whlcli lie, lie,
yond lits precinct. Thcrc 13 an erurancoua force CI wvilI

* which acts open maticzian dcrogatuur. of laws puicly plîyst.
* cal, or allers the balance or c hose laws omturi. thcmielves.

It can tle mniler Phil-isophical nor scientific te proclalmt the
lmpossibility or miracle, ungi physuologv or science shahl
bave rletermined a juin11, bryuml %vflacti iais force of will, so
familiar taoaut expetience, cannui aca upori or deficct natural
aider.

Tics genial editor of the Inlerie'r is in a state of
.mind. The thing that troubles hini s ta keep on the
fence during this presudentiat year. He says he re-
solved ta Illook flot upon thc right hand nor upon
the left I until the election is aver. "Iaus pa-
triats"' are standing on each side rcady ta salute hum
with a club. I>erhaps no rcligi.ius jo-rnal in Amtrîca
steexs clear of party palitics marc successfully thani
the Inierior. WVe have read that breezy journal for
many year3, and have not the slightest idea of what
ils party proclivities are. Its conductors make a he.
roic effort to keep on the fence during election limes.
Thcy are usually rewvarded by being clubbed fram
bath sides. INany religious journals lean just enough
ta one side la save a double clubbing. Most people
think that a religiaus journal should have nolhing ta
du with politics in the party sense of the work. That
tnay be truc, but te sit tract on tht fence and get
clubbed by bath sides is a îrying kind af exercise.

TIIE nexl best thing ta travel is ta read good books
written by travellers. Tht lice best îhing ta a holi-
day tour is ta read descriptive letters wriîîcri L-y
tourists .vho know how Io write. Our Canadiari
journals are a long way behînd their American con-
temporaries in supplying thair readers with this kind
of literature. At this season of the year, Amnerican
jourezals. teem wiîh racy, descriptive correspondance
from, sea-side and lak-e-side and mountain-top, and
ail other places where tourists do congregate. It is

ï atc truc chat Muskoka, and Lake Superior, and the
tLawrence, and altier places of summer resort have

been Ilwritlen up'» many turnes ; but it us also true
that a man who knows how ta write can make them
new ýevery year. Dr. Cuyler can make Saratoga
Water as interesting in fils twentueth description as ini
bis first. A considerable number of the people of this
country take a holiday, but the greatcr majoriîy have
ta stay ait homc, and the stay-at-homes enjoy a racy,
description of the places visited by their fortunate
neighbours. Two or three colurns ei well written
lctîcrs from, tourists might, wtth ad -intage ta read-
ers and publishers, take the place gîven in some
journals to the sayings and doings of base ball
players. __________

THERE scernS ta be great difficulty in conducting
an Agnostic fimerai service. Tht ather day a leadtng
Agnosticof ýNew York City died and Colonel Robert
Ingersaîl officiated at hîs funeral. Agnosticismn bas
no psalms, nor hymns,. and tht Colonel was forced to

(al back upon Ncwmaan's well known hyitl, "Leid
Kindly Light." Fancy a patty of Agnosiics uanglnig
this verse:

Sa long th~ poiwr bas led me,sreI 11
nZl edme on tuci il

V'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, tilI
The night ls gont 1

And with the main chose angel faces imite
Whuch 1 have loved long uince, ante lst awhlle 1

"So long thy power bas led me' IlVMat power?
An Agnostuc knows of no such power. Colonel
Ingersall denies, blaapheniausly denues the existence
of any divine powe.- that lcads men. How could
hc,, or any uthea infidel or Agnostit (cel sure chat ttuuS
ponC et nuld lead them on - 0 et moar and (eni, 0Cr
lirag and torrent, tili htught us gane. l-'or Inger-
so' thcre arc fia 'argel iajçcs and inu csurrcc.tioan
miorning, if his oiwn trccd us truc. In pronouncung
luis funcral eulagy, Ingersoll saud afiflue deccased
Agnostut. "Wc lovcd you living and we love you
sill." Haw love humai stili i If Ing,,ersol belueved
what hc professes to believe, the mian hadl no exist.
ence. Agnosticism usa poor îhingtl ve by, aivorse
thing ta die by, and a funcral service conductcd by
Rmberî Ingersoll beside the cofin ai a proncunced
Agnostic, is as gi.m and imminent a farce as the
warld ever saw. WVhy honour Christiani hynins and
the Christian doctrine ofi mmortality ta miake an
Agnostic funeral passably decent.

OY1E cari easily undersland why a considerable nuni.
ber of Mlethadist people wish the Statinning Coin-
millce ta senti thein the ministers they "invite."
Ticet invite the minister because thet' want him, and
when tht commttc dots flot send hern the mian they
%lant, they are dissaîisfid. That is tht most natural
lluui- in tht world. None ai us are satisfled jvheri we
don't get what we want. The trouble is easily
enaugit understaod, but how trouble can be ramne-
died by puttîng laymen on the Stationing Cnmînittee
us one of tht puzzles that na outsider can compre-
hend. Suppose a Sîationing Committec ta bc hall lay.
and half ldental, coutl il then give cvcry corigrega.
tian thet niinister it wanied if, as frequeritly happens,
twu or three wanted tht saine mani? Supposing tht
Cammittec were composed exclusivclv of laymen,
would chat mend the matter? That the Mlethodist
people will at no distant day demand tht right to
catI chair own spiritual advisers is, we think, as cer-
tain as any future avant can be. No body of intelli-
gent, independent people will, in this age, long allow
a commiîîec ta select for thern tht mari who preaches
to themn tht word oi cite, and who, perhaps,»kuows
mort about chair fatnily afTairs ilhan any t' iler mari in
socieîy. Thet' will insist on selectirug tht unan them-
selves, more especially as they have ta pat' his salary.
That they should do so is, we thirik, reasonablt ; but
to say chat putting laymeri on the commitîces will re-
move tht alleged grievance seems absurd. A com.
mitice ofilaymen coutl not give the people everything
they wariî ariy mort chars a committet of ministers.
Tht only real remedy is ta allow tht people to cail
their minister, and then if lhey don't get their man
thcy have no cor7mttee tai blame.

THE EIGH TI COMMfJANVDAIENT.

OF~ fatel tht United States press has been making
serious camplaints against Canada, because she gives
shelter and protection to tht stcadilr increasing
armv af defaulters wluo seek refuge from tht punish-
ment their crimes menit in their own country. This
is a grave accusation, and ane we are certain tht mass
of Canadian people would not voluntarily incur. Are
they, therefore, ta lie undcr the imputation, while the
fatt is that again and again both tht B3ritish and
Canadian Goverrents have signifled thair willing-
nest5ho negotiahe a mucli more effective Extradition
Treaty 'Îhari the one nuow in force, which permits
miany ai tht most dexterous rogues anid criminals
ta slip thraugh its meshes. Tht fault that dishonest
American tricksters are permitted ta reside in Canada
is chargeable ta tht American people thenselves, or
ratlier ha their politicians, who for rasons of their
own, are ever ready ta interpose when a betler treaty
is proposed ; not necessarilv that they have a sneak-
ung londness for criinal experts, but rnainly for
polulîcai reasons. At ail events, several Americanii
journals are candid enough ta admit that failure to,
abolish rccipracity in crirninals is due solely ta the
action of their awn goverrnment. Sorne of themn

speak out with great plainness in condemnalian or
governmental fleglect.«

It cointes, therefore, wiîh poor grace when 'luese
saine journals complain th-at Canadian aaiboti7s
are remiss ln their efforts ta prosecute Ihese grand
lircenists for bringlng stolen inoney int thc country
Most Canadians will agrce chat ail due diligence il
shown in this respect, and where failures do occur
they arc accounted for by taking inta consititt.
atian tht influences that Americans arc able ta bring
ta bear la faveur af thair uncrinînatedl fellaw-caun.
trymen ? Of course %bis remark us flot ta bc intîer.
preted as refletting on tht unsullued puruty ai the t-a.
r..tdtin jad.,.aary, whiçh is flot eccttvc and cannot tix

purt.hascd. Tht reference is salely to the fact chat
mornme as tht lrîends of tht incutpated art sa

wealthy and influentual chat they cari secure tht best
attainable legal talent, and are able ta avaul them.
selves ai the kecricît tngcriîyt sa that no passîitet
process should bce left untrued ini order ta sectère the
fugitive's escape. WVhcn the resulîs cf tht boodite
trials in New York City are considcred, and bowt the
remairider of the prosecutions have been indefinuteiy
postpaned, the complaints, ai American jaurtiats ait
nat quite sa pertinent anid well-founded as they migt
bce otherwise.

Another courit in tht accusation as <bat the Cana.
dian people arc tao ready ta cxtcnd their mrost dis-
tinguished conbidetation %to runaway Anericans il
they have plenty of money with them. 1n general
terms, this alsocnnbedenied. Seli-respecting Caria.
dians do nat consort wuîh thieves, however mucu
money may fint tht purses ai tht latter. They do
flot like ta be seen in badl cornpany. There ait
people in Canada, as everywhere tIse, whose tastes
and muoraIs are, may, questioruable, wha willungly
become boon companuons of any mari as long as hie
bas money ta spend. Thet' are flot particular as te
character. Perhaps this clasis hnat attogcther un.~
knawn, even at fashionable Americari summer %valt.
ing places. Cariadmar saciety, no doubt, bas uts faullis,
but ib is at least equally particular as tht carre.
sponding inîstitution in tht United States, regardung
those to bc admittedl ta its inner shtine. Tht wzimilh
of the welcome extended by Canadians ta conscience-
less plunderers, wvould flot in a single case be an un-
ducemnent, did flot lear of cansequences drive tht de.
faulters from tht haunîs oi thoir crime. Tht most
rigid Canadian exclusivcness would tiet repel tht
kind of men a loose extradition treaty permils ta find
shelter wîîhin our bordiers. The frequency and
magnitude of recent defalcatuons lias aroused atten-
tion ta tht necessîty cf finding a remedy. It may
therefort be confidently expeted that a bttter itaty
will be framed and enforced and chat honesty, ii flot
between matn and man, at aIl avantls between nation
and nation, will thereby be prounoted.

A Ieading New York paper has been flguring up
tht frauds that, by discovery and confession, have
corne ta the surface. The aggregale is startling. In
tht United States alone, tht arnount ernbezzled dur-
ing the last six months reachcd the sum of $2,24,005.
For tht Iast ten years the ascertained delalcatuons
were $48,573,466, thus averaging at tht rate af
$400.000 a nianth. These large figures do flot by a
long way caver ail the stealing un that country. It us
well knouvn that petty pilfcring is going on aIl the
tie. If trusted officers in monctary institutions, or
in public positions are fithlcss, are tht sanie charac-
ttristic traits net to ha found in tht clerk, tht sales-
mani, down ta the message boy, whose stealings are
simply commensurate wiîh their oppurtunities? Vani
eus means bave been suggested for checkingz this
great evil. Mlort stringent supervision, greater at-
tention ta detail on tht part ai employers and
thase responsible for tht canduct of affairs arc very
praperly urged. Tht multiplication of devices for
dttecting dishonesty and dîmninishîng tht opportun>-
tics for its practice might, no doubt, be helptul. Tht
root of the evil is deeper than can be reached by any
legal and artificial, checks. A mati is not necessarîty
honest because he lias fia possible chance ta steaL
If ingenuity is excrted to devise pre.ventives ofhett
a likt ingenuiîy will be exercised by thue dishonest ta
evade theni. The only effective remedy for the crime
that s'ners ala.rmingly on the increase mrust be a
moral remedy. To bie honest, a mari niust bc honest
at heait, un intention and ia -very ucî. We m'ust
ceaise scoffing rit tht scniupulously honcest man ivho
wilI not steal because the L.aw af God and bis oliva
conscience will ne: let -him. Wea must aise ceast
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