
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

taco [n the presence of the child. In aur respective
sphercs of work, we may bc a throne frant wl:lch the
child may descry the ibirane cf Goti and of the 1 amb;
or a stumbîing-stonc on and over whlch the chtld may
fidi nover ta rite. There [s a touching pIea In the
loyat ardar with whlch, children Invest those they lave
with real or fiuicicd excellence: rcady ta faih.iv themn
as guides or residy ta listeh ta theni as wisdunm,

It [s the privilage af cvcry wise and loving parent
anid evcr truc and belcved tencher ta ascend that
throneo f honiage, ta occupy that place of bonoreti
affection,- and long aller his lassons [n their detail
have bean fargotten, ho walt remain fresi in the ment-
ory of tht hcart, a tercbîng powcr in tha busy scenes
of life. Oh, may nanae cf us forget tItis licritaga of
Influence. D3y a sluggi sh. spi ritlcss brain, rude marinners,
or a selflsb hecart, niay we neyer alienate that in-
sorne confidence or blight that green frcsli halpe.
These returning exiles set theisalves ta seck frani tha
Lord a right way for their childrcn andi ail thair sub-
stance. Wc notice two things en îvbichi ie necti ta
seek wisdom and knowledge.

TISE NATURE OF' TISE CIIILDREN.
Genius bas said many gooti things on chilti nature,

but iwhen you have gathered tbem together and put
thema alonguide of one tender toucb cf Christ tbey are
tante. WVas er trusiful dependence, truthful sin.
plicity, guilclassness of charactar, and gentlcncss of
manner more iniprcssivciy set forth than when (lie
Mfaster look a littla child and set Ihlm in the midst,
speaking aut the abject lesson, IlEcept ya be cenvert-
cd and become as little chîltiren yc cannot enter anto
the kingdam, ofheaven."

This is the divine writing an chilti nature:
"Oh i bri hit and shining Laba,

'%Vhatlt thou hae heaflar?"
answered by the ioving words, Il0f such is the king.
dom of heaven." Think cf the stages of dawn andi
hope ini childhood. The perioti cf simple sensation,
whon there is fait but pains or pleasures, then the uip-
ward stop cf attention, when there must bc givan
Il ere a littla and therc a little;"» trutb picturcd ta the
eye, truth sou nding in the car, taken up by the tangue
and treasurcd [n the mcmocry. How quickiy is this
succecedt by the periati of conscience andticart ice
-the white lina in lîfa's work andi history; the chilti
is a bundle of feelings as weii as cf habits: feelings ta
be feti by truth, andi habits ta bc fonned i[n wisdon:.
Lay gentle hantis on natures so delicatc--tbey carry
the marks thraugh time into eternity. Oh! that the
family and the Clhurci werc marc alive ta tbeir necti
ci wisdamnt in moulding such natures for Christ.

The instr&tmentality by whicb ibis nature is ta bc
toucbed andi noulded is

THE %VORD OF COI),

The Scripture which makes wisa unta salvatian, the
truth that is living with love, andi the record cf huve- -
love guided by wisdoîn. IlIn the morning sovth
seeti, and in the evening withhold net îhy hand, fur
thau knowest net which shai! prosper, whether tis or
that.Y IlBlessed arc they that saw beside ail waters."
Teach the truth truthfüîly.

" «Thou must bc truc thyscîf,
If thou the truth would tcach;
The seul mnust overtlow, if thou
Another's sout wouhd veach;
It necds the overflow cf hesrt
To give the lips full speech."

Lat us under a sense of our trust, elevate the home
inta its high and haly mission. Let it be a nursery in
tbc Church andi a nursery of *be Church, casting in
bier prayers anti power as the strength and hope ai the
home. Seek unto the Lord for direction for Ilourselves,
cur littie anas, and ail our substance."

TH.E HOL Y SPIRJZ'S lAV0RK IN PRA YER.

The Christian consciausness canfirmas the fact,
which ail prayer assumes, cf direct communion be-
tween the humnan mind and the mind ai Goti. Vary-
ing in dogrme cf vividness, this winess of spirit ta
spirit is pchaps the masi unifori axpericnce cf real
prayer. The believer is consciaus of exorcises whtcb
ho cannaittribute te any other cause than the real
anti persanal agency cf Goti.

.Thoue'ht.t are often suggcsted which the believar
feels tbat he diti nol originata. Preachers have toiti
us of such miental illumination in prayer, by which
obscure texts cf Scripture bave been lightcd un; diffi-
cuit plans of sermons have been opened ta theni, with
an affluence cf matenal an&ka sutdaenness af develop.

ment whirli inmpres thcm lrresistibly withi the convic-
tion: "'Tiis is the work of Cnd, tItis ks the tenchin,:
of the Holu Ghout;, ibis [s the fulfihtiient of the pro.
mise.' 1 shaîl bc given Vou what ye shali say.1l' The
Rev. Dr. Finney marc than once cazi aside the
chaboratedl sermon which ha hat breuglit ta the pulpit,
to miake rocin for -iaer on a ncw taxt, andi a diricr-
cnt tîtaîna, whirb seented ta hlmi ta bc rei'ealed ta bum
in te prcceding prayer.

Entofiogs ollen fi11 thte praying seul whichi we can.
not otltcrwise as rationally acLount for as by the
simple fact that tce lafinite Oine [s present. drawing
the suppliant te commnunion with hiniseif "Il'he Lord
is in tbis place," said the awastruck patriarch. That
feeling in a belicver's seul allen bias tita vivicInas3 nf
vision. A vaice proclaimiing tue fac frai tue betvens
tvould net bc nie cenvincing.

Revolutiovs of feeling often occur [n prayer, of which
the most probable explanation is, that thay arc the
wark cf Goti. Hlope takes the place ai despendenq y
Love displaces fcar. Resi follows self-conflict. Trust
expeis forebodings. Assurance of pardon lis off sud-
dcnly the leaden weiglit ofguilt. Remorsa transfornied
ta penîtent faith is oe ef the niest rcvolutionary
changes of tvhicli the huinan spirit is susceptible.
l'aetry and roinance d..cover nothing eIsc like it in
the bîstory cf huinan pasÀions. Yet this is oea of the
tmust camnion experiences cf believing prayer..

I>crver <ef spterch u3 allen marvelousiy quickaned in
prayer. Eniotions which the sout lias s!rtggled with
long anti painfuiiy, tinti sutitin outlet in language of
wvbîch the praying ona neyer conceiveti befoe. Somne
men can liabitually speak in prayar as nowbiere aIse.
An uniettered Christian was ence sumnoneti into
court, in a t.ial in wvhich bie bati mttc at stake. Ha
ivas calleti upon to tell bis own story. Ha was
tlusîered, lia stammercd, hae repeated, and con-
tratiictcd himsclf, andi was in danger of losing bis casa
for want aftbe powercf utterance. He knc:v inseif,
andi knew that tbcre ivas ane act irt which bie could
talk. H-e beggcd cf the jutige liberty ta pray. hi wvas
granted. He knelt down, andi with flowing tears
poureti out bis case baera the Lord in languaga clear,,
caberent, fluent, and convincing ta the jury. Bce ibis
stary litarally true or net, it illustrates a faci well
knewn ta belmavers in the rcaity af prayar. A ian is
kno:vn ta nie, who in camion fle is an incorrigible
stamninerar. Ha cannai say a word wvîîbeut niaking
it thre. Haeis ibebuti afmimics. Butin prayer bis
utterance is Ciccronian. Fcwv mon cmimi nie b ini
that. One prayer ofrered bv the ]ate Professer Stuart
mare than forty yaars age is stili remembereti, and
fragments ofii rebeirsed, as a masi thriIling appreacb
ta apastolie inspiration.

"The Spirit helptith aur inftrmitits." How allen
does the promise came home te the struggîing sup-
pliant, as afactrcvcaled! Apostleshatinornonopoly cf
i. Leaders in publie worship, te whorn the service [s
a cross andi a terrer, do yeu know nothing cf ibis un-
seaîing af the tiumb lips, ihis inspiration cf the sutent
tongue? Has [t net sometimes been ta you like a
burst cf sunlight an a wintry sky? Has'noi tht eut-
break cf triumphant sang, in the hymn that fclloweti,
been your own irrepressibla affering cf thanksgiving?
Yautbfui preachers know, or wvill know, wvhat 1 mean ?

But cannai these phenoimena resuli from the unaid-
cd wvorking cf the human mind? Oit, yes, they can.
Sometiînes perhaps they do. WVc can afford large
concessions. But tht point te wvhich Christian con-
sciausness bears witness is that commonîy tbay are
mare natural ly explained by the hypothesis af the real
presance and the direct agency cf Ged.

A H'IN7.

WVa finti tht feiîowing prompt words in the "Oregap
Churchian." Wie give theni for the benefit cf thos~
cancernati:r

There is a class cf gramblers who do a vasi deal df
harrî. In aur parishes thcy are the persans.who art
always finding out that Ilpeople take so litile interest?'
in this or that Ta agreat extent, nedoubt, itis truk
that there as a wani of interestitn ail goti worki.
But tht peope who most frcquently use the wordnthtose who do the least. A mian's vision is alîva
coloreti fer bum fro i tbmn. We hear naw anti then
framianfidels that ta churches are ail falling ta
pieces. A maan who neyer prays, thinks no anc el*~
prays. Ant itf one seules imself down ta maslcrIl
inactivity, hae wiil be sure ta think that no ane taills
any antares:un anythtng. Tht way tekillibis kinti f
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grumbling ks for ta grumblers ta go to work. Tsake
interest yoursclvcs, andi you %vill thcr finti tîtat ailier
people tnke Intcrest aiso. It must .ilwi)s bc, of
course, titat the burden of thc work will fail uipon tha
few. The great majority of the people arc intcrestcd
ln nntling but getting btcad and niaking a shew.
Let the few faithful oncs in cvcr parisli work togcdîier
faithfully, cloing their bcst to bring others into the
wnrk, but rever abating thcir own labors bacausa the
labarers arc fcw. It 15 always so. I nlways will ba
sa. The strangest proof that flic Lord is amiong His
people lu sen in the fart tirati[n almost cvery com-
munlty dte arc tiiose %vite arc ready ta toit carly and
late in the Master's causa. Gods blcssing rcsts upon
faithful work, singiy or [n crowvdi. L)on'e grumblc
then about the few who labor, but sec that you arc
aniong that number.

SOME A'INDS 0F SPECTACLE.

How niany people %Mear spccta.cles I net visible Io
their neighbors and friands, .pcrhaps nlot muade of
glass or costly pcbbles, nor rimmed with gold or stcel
or shahl-but spectacles for ail that, affecting cvery
imprasion reccived by thc wearer.

To be sure, thesa spectacles arc flot always hclps.
Vcry oftea thcy arc hindrances. In niany cases they
distort, enlarge, contract the abjects presrted Io
them. Y'ct singularly enough their wenrers can sel-
dam, if cver, be brought ta racognize tlieir own lack
ofclearvision. Thay di strust the test imnny ofoailers.
Thcy discredit the plainest facts, if those facts wauld
provo then wrong. They shako their heatis with
serene obstinacy and say l'Yeu can't deceive lis!
Wf' know botter," and ail argument becomes hopeless.

Soa cf these spectacles niagnify terribly. Sent
through ibis kind, a small fault becantes a glaring im
propricty; a feiv hasty unconsidereti words dcvolop
into a downright insult; a trifling inattention grows
int a serious neglect; or worst of al], a thoughtlcss
criticism af a friand enlarges into a cruel slander.

Other spectacles, again, diminish everything within
their range cf vision. The wearers aithese neyer se
great and noble deeds in their full proportions. Large
airns and thoisghts must narrowv do:vn ta suit their lira-
ited flald. Asfier the small kindntessas, thecpctty sacri-
fices cf evcry-day fle, these escape them altogethar,
dwarfed inta an unmaaning littlencss, and this un-
wvorthy of note.

StilI athier spectacles of this sort arc constructed on
the modtlof those bits of sinoked glass with which we
watch a solar eclipse. Like thcm they impart a duli,
dim, depressing hue ta allaround. ThebMue skythe
golden sunsbine, the brilliant coloring of flowers, arc
aIl blended in anc nionotonous tint. Nor is tItis pecu-
iiarity confined (as in the case of the sraoked glass) te
natural abjects. Bright smiles, healtbful blooni,
worldly prasperity, faithful love, pron:ising genius-ali
thase, and many more, lase their tharm and bnilîîancy
when looked at through thase disnial spectaclet. Un-
happy enough must bc he or she wha wears them, but
alas! tcnfold more wretchcd is the fate- cf the unfor-
tunates who mnust dwell here below with the wveaier.

Let us bc quite sure, dear friands, tbat we malce
flot even an occasional use cf any cf * hese hateful
spectacles. Rathar rnay we saek and seeking find a
pair cf these clear, truc, enviable glassas, fashioned
t>y the hand cf Lave, whicb shall show us the good
that dwells in evcry anc and every thing about us.
Such a pair af spectacles wvill heip, us ta l>ear ail
thîngs, hope aIl things. Thcy will aid us ta find the
silver lining ta the darkest cloud that avershado:vs us.
They wvill serve us in discavaring something ta do,
something te Iearn, something ta love in ail aur lives,
and when we look up ta heaven tbey will flot fait us.
Love springing frai faith, shall strengthen and an.
large aur vision evermore.

AUTHOPUTY, custom, or chance arc, in fact, the
great sources cf law in primitive communities, as we
know, flot contract.-Mlaine.

CHR.isT HAS DiED).-It is natural for the heart ta
long for something botter than itscl; ta long for a
God; Christ came and satisfied that lougixig, vie ste
Him at a terrible price giving Himself for Goti; why
does He this ? Not for Himnself, for us; This attracts
aur attention ta Hiru, and wa long to know more cf
Hlm; Thon cornes the Haly Spirit. The man is made
new and started in life afresh with God's blcssing.
Man's Christianity is gratitude ta Christ. Hov ýim-
plot Do nat dis pute over trilles; hera is a gicat
tbing; Christ bas died for us. -Re. PAil/:»s Brooks.


