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Tux Christian-at. Work axercises lisslf in this way
about the failing powers of the American physique .~

What now {s the great Amesican diseav, ?—Nervous
prostration 1 This is comprehensive of & multitude of ills,
~such as intomnis, loss of appetite, weakened digestios,
incapacity {or contiouity of thought, and often for cohesive
thought at all, irritability of temper, ausceptibility of any
kiod of excitement, depression of spicits, hopeless views of
life. general sense of weasiuess, tendencles to suicide, to
issaaity, and to shocking forms of crime.
With the excepticato the “shocking formsof crime,”
wa fear the foregolng humble catalogus of ailmeats
applies to Canada as well as co our neighboues. Must
of the crimes committed here are committed ws think
by criminals whoso nerves are strong. Tho other alle
meants are too common and are brought about by the
same cause—an insane desire to get rich suddenly.
What wecall “push s too often push toward the grava
or the lunatic asylum. Would pot a good supply of
British muscle and Britisk nerve power be better for
Canada in the end than the progress we make at the
expenso of health, bodily and mental? Is it not pos-
siblo to make progress as a nation without the nervous
prostration ?

THER four worst men In the United States just
now arc Blaine, Logan, Cleveland, and Hendricks
They were bad boys. They were bad young men,
They are very bad now and they will grow worse
every day until the beginning of Novembar. Thelz
fathers and mothers and grandfathers and grand.
mothers and uncles and cousins and aunts were bad.
1t will be a wonder if some of the party czgans do not
discover that Mrs. Cleveland Is a very unwerthy
woman. The tt fling fact that Clsveland is a con-
firmed bachelor is neither here nor there in the matter.
 Party cxigencies"” may reqiire that Mrs. Cleveland
shall be described as not quite up to the standard that
Cmsar sct before his better half, Thete four men
were fairly respectable citizens a few weeks ago, but
they have been pominated for the highest and second
highest positions in the great American Republic.
Hence thelr fall. It ig rather astonisking that ane of
the most enlightened and highly civilized as well as
1203t Christianized natiors should nominate four such
churacters for these high positions, but astonishing
things happen in politics every day. The temptation
to throw a few stones at our neighbours ls very strong,
baut there Is so much crystal in the structure of our
Cacadias House that we don't dare to shyeven a
pebble across the lake,

A HOLIDAY is a good thing, Give your minister a
holiday. It pays a congregation t. 1o so. Ifhsis
the right kind of a minister ho will come back with
fresh energy for his work, and begin the battle again
with renewed vigour, There will be music in s voice
and fervourand {reshness inhigsermonswhenhe comes
back with his nervous system toned up, and the whole
man, moral, intellectual and spiritual, in good work-
ing order. Most eamnestly do we urge our friends in
the country to give their minister a guod long vacation,
City and town ministers generally have a holiday
every year Their congregations scldom think of
asking their ministers to wortk mors than eleven
months cut of twelve. Such congregations know that
it pays to give the minister a rest, and they govemn
themw'cs accordingly. But we fear that many
minist+s who lsbour in rural districts arse not so
fortunare. Too many of them have to plod on weanly
year after year without a vacation. If any man needs
arestit is the minister who preaches threo times a
dxy, and drives from ten to twenty miles every
Sabbath, on all kinds of roads. and in all kinds of
weathe:, Besides all this driving and preaching per-
haps ha leads tho singing and supurintends ons of his

Sabbath schools. Giva the good man a holiday, and
glve him fifty or a bundred doliars to pay expanses,
A dollar a family Is nothing to the family but itis &
great thiog to him. ‘Wae hope to bear of scores of our
miplsters {n rural congregations going down the St.
Lawrence or to tha Nonhern Lakes next month.
THE PRESOYTER .AN wishes them all a good time,

IT {s pot reasonable to expact that a minister
should preach much duving s vacation. True. Nor
Is it reasonavle to suppose that thre or four hundred
passengers should Jounge away an entire Sabbath nn
a steamboas without any service whila alf a dozen
minfsters are on boatd. Nor s it reasonable or tight
that a hundred guests shovo'd spand the Sabbath day
in a sumwmo hotal w thout any service, whilo most of
them are professing .hristlans, and a fow of them are
miaistess.  Ar a ruls (Surists welcome a sorvice, and
are grateful for it, Ministers shonld always be ready
to preach the Word in such places, Tho best kind of
a scrmon for & summer rosort is & short oae, full of
Gospel truth, We have heard of some sad mistikes
made by minlaters at these places. The audience is
culefly composed of judges, distinguished lawyere,
prominent merchants, leading men in alt walks of life.
Kuaowing this, the preacher sometimes takes a sermon
on tho beauties of natare, vr gives theta an elaborate
discussion on the “infinite,” or the * absolute,” or
tho subjective” or *objective,® or metaphysical
jargon of some kind or other, He thinks hy must be
very learned because he bas an audlence of dlstin.
guished cit'zens. It is a huge mistake, and sometimes
the distinguished men don't hesitate to say so.
What the people want is a j00d, rich Gospel sermon
that thelr souls can feed on. A minlster who lectures
such pecple on the evidences of Christlanity, or rattles
the dry boney of metaphysics in thelr inteiligeat
faces, does not koow his business. Brethern, give
thess sea-side visitors the Gospel. That is what they
aeed.

THE (OQUNCIL AND THE CONSENSUS.

AT the meeting of the Presbyterian Council in Phila-
delphia, the question of formulating a consensus
of doctsine beld by the Reformed Presbyterian
Churches througnout the world wasconsidered. The
debate resulted in the appointment of a general com.
mittee, divided into threa sections, ong embracing the
American, another the Continental, and a third the
British Churches. These subdivisions were to mest
and decide on an answer to the question: “ Do you
think it desirable that & consenus of the ‘Reformed
Confessions is required by the constitution of the Al.
liance to be defined, and in wha. sense, and to what
extent*" The American section of the Committee,
after careful consideration, answered that they favoured
the formulating a cansensus of the Reformed confes-
slons. Whe Brivish section also devoted their atten.
tion to the subject, but they reached a different con-
clusion. They agreed thattt would not be possibls to
frame such a formula as could be applied practically
to ths objccts of the Alllance. They could nct use it
as & test to determire the reception or rejsction of
charches sosking to be received by the Alliance, but
they were of opinion that if a general creed could be
framed to which the various churches would agree,
"important ends might be served. The Continental
branch of the Committee had been unable to meet,
but those of its members who had been commaunicated
with favoured the proposal to formulate a creed.

The conclusions submitted to the Council hy the
committes were as follows . (1) It Is not indispens-
able to tha Alliance as an organization that che con-
seosus shaald at prezent be furthe. defined, ¢2) The
Committee fully grants that there are advantages
which the uefining of the conzensus would seccure as
wotking out the ends for which the orgamzation exists.
{3, Theadvantages which might arisefrom a satisfac-
tory definitton o! the conseasus w.2m to the Commit-
tee for the present outweigbod by its risks and diffi-
culties. The report was presented by Principal Calrns,
who coacludsd whk a feeling tribute to the memorr
and wosth of toe late Dr. J. J. van Oostorzee, of
Utrecht, a member of the Committes,

After considerable discuszion a mntion by Principal
Caven to the cffect that the Councll, withont commit-
ting itself to all the reasons by which the committes
reaches its conclusions, adopts them, but considers it
inexpedient at presant to attempt & definition of thelr
doctrines as a congsasus of the Reformed Churches,

was with formal additions carried unanimously. Pro-
fessor Calderwood in g able speech proposed that
the Councll declare «+ 3t It does not desire to havea
consansus of the Reformed creeds elther for tue put-
pose of affordiog a test for the admissivn of churcdes
fato tha General Pre,byterlan Allianco or for framing
a creed for tha Alliance, but the Council agrees to de-
claro Its conviction that a formal sgatemént of a con.
seasus of the Reformed creeds would render great
service rathe caussof Christlan truth, and would tend
to unite uader still closer relations all the Reformed
Churches organized under the Presbyterlan order.

Oa this motion there was an interesting discussion
in which several of tharepresentative men a the Fies-
byterian Church took part. All of them seemed to
feel the responsibility resting on them la relation te
so delicate and difficult a subject. Dr, Hodge did not
favour Dr. Caldsrwood's proposal,  Dr, Scbhaff, though
aot a member of the Council, but being a member of
the Commlttee, was {nvited to speak duriog the de-
tate. Homade a powerful historical appeal on ba-
balf of the proposal to formulate a consensus. ‘The
last speech of importance In this discussion was by
Dr. Hezbert Stotey, of Roseneath. Being the ablest
represeatative of tho Broad Chrvch party in the
Church of Scotland, he spoke on their behall, He sald
that such a consensus would be either equivalent to
those by which thoy werg already bound, or it would
not bo equivalent to it.  If equivalent to it, then they
did not require it, and {f not equivalent to it it would
not be legitimate for them toadoptit, His fear, how-
ever, that the adoption of a consensus would be sub-
stquently used as an enging of theological oppression
by soms future Council, wac the principal reason why
he opposed it. It might be used for the sepression
of theological independence and theological libesty.
Professor Calderwood’s proposal was rejected by &
large majoiity.

We hear a great amount of fault-finding and nota
little severs denunclation, of creeds just now, but it is
no easy fask to overturn them, nelther is it ab casy
matter to construct one, ‘This attempt of the Presby-
terian Council might at first sight appear to bs a very
simplematter. Hers were a number of churches hold
ing substantially the same doctrines, governed by a
discipline commen to them all, and agresing as to
Church polity. The formulation of a gencral creed to
which all could subscribe, if necessary, might beeasily
accomplished, Still moze so might this appear when
itis remembered that the Council aeither possesses nor
exercises any leglslative powers or autbority. Itscone
clusions bave no blnding force. A creed emanating
from such a body would simply ba speculative. What-
ever valus such 2 consensus would have had as ex-
bibiting the substantial doctrinal agreement of the
various churches comprehended in the alliance, it
could be a2ccepted or“repudiated at will by any or all
of them. So that the decision coma to by the Councit
will generally be regarded as the wisest that could be
reached in present circumstances. Tha discussion
and the decisica arrived at show plainly that it is
casler to object to 2 creed than to make one,

)
NEEDED REFORMS.

NE of the functions of Grand Juries is to visit the
varions institutions where those convicted of
criminal offences are undergolng punishment. These
periodical inspertions are valuable. So lang as they
continusandsolong asthagovernmentinspectorsfaith.
fully discharge their dutles, neither great abuses nor
negligence in prison management can long remaln
unkonown. The dreadful disclosures recently made
in connection with some of the prisons aag charitablo
institutions in the Ualted States show too plainly that
the ghasily state of thiogs existing in European pris.
ons revealed by John Howard might easily reappear
were it aiot for the enlightened vigilance exercised by
inspectors and grand juries. The same dreadful
apathy does not now exist. Christianinfluences have
made men mwore merciful.  The claims of humanity
are more fully realized than they were a century ago,
but absorption in business so occuples people’s atten-
tion, that unqualified and selfish prison officials could
casily cxercise 2 cruel despotism over the unhappy
beings committed to their chazge were it not for the
periodic visits of grand juries and Inspectors.

In Canzdian prisons and penctentiaries fo really
grave scandals have for many years emerged, but there
aro abuses that from time to time have been pointed
out, end which in spite of ths remonstrances of phils




