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OUR 20UNG COUSB.

BOYS' PIGIiTS.

I wonder now if AnyOnc
In ibis broad land lias heard,

In favouror down-troddcn boys,
Une soliiary wvord?

NVe hvzr enough of Ilwomnan' rights,"
Andi 11rights or wotking-men."

01 *1equai rlbts " and - nation's ufghts,"
But pray just tell us when

.foy' rlghts 'vere cver spolcen of?
'%,Why, me've becomc so used
To being inubbcd by every one,

And slighted and abused ;
That wb,.n one in pole to us,

WVc opien widc or eyes,
Andi sitetch ttsem in asonishment

Tro nearly twice thei: site!

Bloys seldomn dare to asic their fi tends
'ro venture in the bouse;

XI don't corne natural ai aIl
To creep round lîlce a mouse.

Andi if we sbould forget ourselves,
And niaie a laitie noise,

Thea nma or aunthje sure wvould siy.
"Oh. nyl 1 hose drcadful boys 1 e

heirsbng on the piano
In pae buti the boys

AThenipi t iîh Ucf or drurn
h's -top ihat horrid noise 1 e

"Thai horr.îtinois e" *usi ihink of it 1
'%Vhen sisier neyer rada

To make a noise threc limes as bail
With cveriasting Ilscals."

- Insulteti thus, we Rose no tume
\, lIn beating a mret;

So off we go to romp andti ear,
« AnJ scampe: in the sirLe.
No wonder ihat so rnany boys
'Sucb wickt'd men become.

'Twere beller far to let themn have
Their garces andi plays ai home.

Perhaps that texi the teâcher quotea
Someimes-"lTrain up a chil'"-

Mleans only train the laidRe girls,
Andi let the boysrun wild.

But patience. and the lime shail came
When wve wiIN ail bc en ;

Andi wben it docs. 1 raiher ihink,
WVrongs wuNN bc righted ibmn.

T7HE RAt V.E.

13Y IEV. JÂ>1ES UASTIE. LP<DSAT.

"Consider tise râven."ý-Lnuk %il. 24.

Have you ever neticed how much the Bible
han te say about i-avens? So often does it
speak of them that wore I te read te you al
the passages and explain, 1 would need te
speak twice as long as 1 allow niyself. 1 wiil,
thon, only refor te a few of the niest reniaik-
able passages, leaving you te find tho others
and read thora in private.

The first time the Bible speaks of iavens le
at the time of the flood. So impoitant te the
world did God deora these birds te be that
He told Noah te taice sorte inte the ai-k, te
keep alive tili the deluge was ended, and ho
did.

Noah found thora vory useful. Ho wanted
te eai-n how niuch dry ]and had appearqd;
and se when the aîk had rested un the top of
Mount Ararat fortý days he opened a window
ax±d set a rai-en fref-, tind it ncver camne back,
foi- it found pI'enty of carrion or dead animais
tu livc on, aihd se by tho i-aven nut rcturning
Noah knew that the waters had Iai-gciy driod
off It WaS te Nýoahi as gond as a tclcgraphic
despatNh fi-oni ail parts of the earth announc-
inge ~ lan-d again.

ae second service rcndored by raveii I
wvant te tell yeu of is se wonderful that, cai-ce
able te bçJlove it, you will exciaini, "'Is il.
really ti-'?"I and the service is se klnd that
rnany of you on hearîng it %ill say, "*I wi5h 1

bad a ravený,foi- a pet."
Long,'loxig agn thüre ljVed a prophet among

a very wic'ked people.

His business was te proach Gbodes law and
condoinn evil-doors.

For titis lie wva. hiatod ovorywlîere, and had
to flee for hie lifé iute tho wiidoru. No
food couid ho geL, for ne eue lived ti-ri-, uer
enuld hé' gather it froin the gnound or trocs.
Die lie must of starvation, ltwivould son.

But wonderfîîi how- Ood eau rencue is own
eut o? dificuitiesi

In sortie w'ay or other net known, te us, Ho
put IL iute the boads of i-avons te carry te
Eiijah (for tlîat n'as the pnophot's naine) hrcad
and flesh in the murning, an-d bri.ad rand flesh
ini the evveing for a long timo-some think a
whole ycar.

That le -what wo cail a miracle; but a mir-
acle more than usualiy wonderful when ne
think lîow fond i-avens are of fleli, and yet,
instead of cating it themeelvos, they brought
it to Elijali. (Seo 1 Kings xvii.)

Now 1 i-il! tell you something vory dread-
fui in the olden Lime, and the i-avons had
soinothing te do with it.

lu Palestine and elsewhere in tiie East, it
was customary te let very bad people lie un-
buried -ihon they died.

Thene wvho had broken away front homo
and weuld net obey their parents; those who
had become outlaws and had pixnged inte al
sorts of crime; tiiose people when they died
%vere net given deceut burial, as is denc with
us, but they were thrown inte some lonely
spot toe odevoured by ivd animais an-d bii-ds.
'Ravens have a strange fancy for the eyes of
dead bodies, and tiione they fi-st go at. And
se r 4.erriug te this Soiemon lias among his
preverbs thie awful passage: "The oye that
mockoeth at bis father and despisetli te oboy
bis mother, the i-avons of the vaihoy shall pick
tL out."-Proverbs xxx. 17.

".Take caro, take care," as if the i-aven said,
"lIf you li-e and die ln n-ickedness 1 wili
puuish and disgrace yen."

My hast reference te i-avens in Scripture je a
very pieasing eue, namely, that Ged speake
of tii-ra te illustrate the tender care Ho taks
ef ail is creatures

Mont birds and animaIs are remiaricable for
their kindness te their young, noer will they
leave them tili thoy ai-e ampiy able te do for
theraseives.

But the i-aven secras te be an exception te
thi-s general i-uIc. Eariy, vory early, the oid
ones drive their young from the nt te shift
for theonselvos. and if they don'L get eut
promptîy the old eues ilji oust them over, te
fly or die just as they Miay.

lÇow, i-iheu thus eust off, those littie fledg-
lings need cerne kind care and protection, and
whcre do they flnd iLi

They find i-t 'n Qed, the friond, ruakor and
preservor o? ail.

Rond Job xxxNiii. 41: elWhe prevideth for
the i-aven bis food î When. his young eries
ci-y unto Ged, they wander for lack of meat"

Read Psalm cxlvii. 9: "I e givoth te the
beast his food, and te the young i-avons which,
ci-y.

Thon oui- texte. leConsider tihe i-avens: for
they ucither cew uer i-capj which noîther
have storohouso uer barn, and God feedeth
thora. hoiv much more are ye bettor tbaÀ tihe
fewls ?"

Bright worde thene, and cheory for your
ovory hour of trial and want. Trust God and
He will net fail yeu. Gant your cure upon
Hlm, for He caroth for voue

IlLike as a fathier pitîeth hisebildren, so the
Lord pitioth thom that fcar Hin'el

BAMIJOOS.

There je no troc known on carth whjeh
subserves se maniy purposes as the baui4ý0
Tho Indian obtains front it a part of his food,
many of bis houschuld utensils, and a îVood

ut once liglitor an-d capable of bcaring great.,r
strains than heavior tixuber of the narnu tu-e.
Besides, in expeditions in the tropies, undler
the rays of a vertical sun, bamboo trunks lhave
moi-o than once bectu used as lbarrels, in ,j

t wvater, -nuch purer than could bie prescrr ed
in vessels of any oUi-or lrind, ie kept fresli for
the crew. Upon the west coast of South
America, and in the large islands o? Asia.
baruboos furnicl ail the niatonials for the con.
etruction of houses at once pleasant, substan.
tial, =nd preferable te those of stone, whichi
the froquontly i-ccui-ring earthquakes bring
down upon the heads of the- lodgers.

The se? test of the bamboos is tho Sammot.
In the tracts where it grows in the greatest
perfection it sonietimes rîses te the lieiglit of
one hundred feet, with a stemn only eîghtccn

.inches in diameter at the base. The nuod
itself ie net moi-e tiian an inch in thîckns.
The fact, that the bamboo is hoilow han mnade
it exninently useful for a variety of purposes,
it serves as a mensure for liquids, and if flkted
with a lid and bottera, trunks and baroils are
made of it. Small boats even ai-o made o? the
lai-gent trunks by streugthening thora ivith
strips of other weod where needod.

In one day they attain the height, of noverai
foot, and with the microscope thoir develop-
ment ean be easily watched. But the most
remai-kabie feature about the bamboo is thoir
blossoming. With aIl this miarvollous rapidity
of growth they bloom oniy twice in a century,
the flower appea:ing at the end of fifty years.
Liko other grasses, they die after having borne
seod. ' _________

HERE is a story of rt littie girl, th-co years
oid, who w-an cbarged with breaking a flower
frein iLs stenm. She said: Il No, 1 didn't b'tak-
iL." Stili, thie eider person arguod. that she
must have doue iL, for ne one elso had been in
tihe roora; but she said: "'Deed, 'deed 1
didnt,' Thinking toi make her confesse tht
eider said: "New, Ada, I sc a aLoi-y in yeur
oye.' Il or reply was. «"Well, thut's une I
teld the other doy, for 1 didn't b'eak the
f'owor." And it wvas found that Bhe didn't.

WE call the Chinese heathen, and yot they
have soute custems that would do crcdit tu a
Christian people. On every «New Ycax's
xnorning, eaeh man- and boy, from, the Ernperor
te tho lowest pèasant, paya a visit te his
moLli-ci. Ho carnies her a pi-osent, varying ini
value acconding te his station, thauks ber for
ail she han done for bum, an-d aska a continu-
ance of lier faveur for another year. They
are taught te believe tiiat mothers have an
influence for .gooël over tho-ir sons all througli
lifo.


