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W:t vlsh i to be note t hat aur club rates do not
apply to thie city of Toronto. Itl~ is ro beegretied
tbat ibm is necessity for miking this exception ; but
the tact of our hivinit ta deliver by carrier boy to
Toronlo niabscribers, or pay ane cent postage on cadi
papier, compoes the adoption of ibis rule.

IS THE CONFESSION 0F F411771I EITIIER
S4NCIENir OR OBSOLET£,f

A GREAT drai of very foolish and very feeble taikbuha for&a long lrne past becn indulged i n, of-en by
thoage wbo ougbî te bave known butter, in retorgence t0
the. folly anti futiiity of creeds andi confessions as weli
as &bout the absurdity anti unwisdom of penfple in the
nineteet century vitb ail the gaîhereti knowlcdge
anti experience of the past at their commiandi, aliowing
Iiaemselves ta b. cribbed, cabineti andi confîneti by
what vas thought out and formulated by men far less
favourabiy circunistanceti, and wath dispositions, feel.
ings and acquirements far less likely te lead theni
to a fuil, satisfactory and barmonious vient of divine
truth Ever anti anon wc are treated ta the well-
vonttant about new vine in aid boutles, with, at inter-
vals, the backneyeti and not very intelligent refrain
abot lu the Bible andi the Bible atone"» being the truc
anti only Confession of Failli whicbîis worthy of either
recognition or acceplance. Do these haotinends really
hnow vhaîtbheyare saying? or bave îhey considereti
ai aU deliberately the conclusions in whicb they are
aasevtably lanateti, if they follow out ibeir principles
wiih the snaIllesi amount uf rallher reason or logic? Is
il possible even ta think ai an intelligent man exercis-
ing bas mimd at ail on religîcus, truib, as that is madie
inovn ins the Bjible, vithout bis(tonning for himseif a
Confessionof Faith of some kind or other, anti that in a
very distinct ansd intelligible sense separate (romt anti
yet indissolubiy connected witb vhat h. regards as
the Word of God? W. do nlot preucnd eitber ta think
or jutige for cbeors, but so far as ve can sie such an
idea is unthickzble and absurd. Wherover i ia
posible te firtwo opinions on ar.y malter of f.ict or

sentimntn, anti vhcrever the. one opiniont se dopted
atnth e other %et aside, si l mot cident tbat ibmr
à recett ba% been fortmulateti andti e far proclatimeti?
The oniy diilètcence beiveen one mari andi another,
andi beîwcen onu Churcb anti anothet ln ibis reipect
Is, tint the one may havte bis *1credo0 redtui ta wri.
ting, vhite the ether shlows It Io floai more or lest la-
detcrininnteiy ln ancre spoien speerch. ln the one
Case, hnwci.cr, quit. as munch as ln the other the
il creed" is 1% ere, anti I vott be difficult te show
whitl sp)cçiil atîvantage the latter bas over the farmner,
white iî wouiti talle neilher grent wisdit nor peat
learnlng itn point out the speciai drawbiics autacbable
ta ihât vhicb huit neither the tieliniteness, accessi.
bility nor accuracy in the mey nature of the case ta
be founti in aîay statenient cArefliy andti raytrfuiiy
reducoi1 te writing. If it bc salt lbat an unviitn
cretil is aiways convenient, Inasmuch as it ailows
overy individul ta foim a nev ant every tiay or every
heur for himself, anti laves I a malter Mf diflcuiîy
(or .any two persans to dticermîntetear or not <bey
are stibstitntiallit auonc about that wbIch the Divine
Iling bas revoaleti as a guide ta glory, banour anti
liiortahity, the point may b. concedeti, îbougb
whether It b. reiiy cmiitabie tri the univritten plan se
a greai dent more than questionable. Ilosides, Ibis
dtes net ln the shightcst degre gel quit oftheb fact
that If a mian tink -it ail about the lBie anti ils con.
tents tac can't helli maaking a somethingr vhich is as
tiuoughiy a man.forniet cre'do, as the Confession of
Faiîh,the Thiaty-nine Aiticles,or anycîher similar doc'-
tintent vblchacotibuenîhntoneti. Have ibe laptisis
ne creed? Ilave the Cangregaîionaiists? Have thu
Agnoslics? Ilave the Sceptica? flavte eventa he
Aiheists ? 0f course tbey have. They can': belp
tlieniseives If they îhink atl ail, anti vhetber tbey boiti
tmp the Bible anti proclaint i as their oni> Confesion vf
Faaîh, or cast it away as the sum of ait te villanies,
thr.y alikc proclamtn ther credos, anti (-r the niatier of
that valk as much in (citera as does iac man vho has
bis confession ail written oui anti wba bas set ta bais
sent thai titis and net that Je the message wbicit Cati
ba% sent te his seuli.

fi it m.iel shât with a vritten statemen et of lth
thtrc la no mont for growtb aid no opportunity for
change? lsn't there? Why nai? For no men
liant wc can %ce vhich dors net very graîuitously anti,wc may ndtl, very oflcnisively reflect upon the bonesty
or courage.or both,of those,vho nai only state in yards
whatlrnay i>e the chkracter anti citent ai their religions
buliefs, bu- wîto b'-ve reduceti these ta vrlting, that ail
inay fi'irly knowwvtat they areandimay study antiadopi
or refuie them as they bust may. It ls salid that the taitI.
ten cree i s in danger af bucomitîg merci> traditional,
anti -hat ta a far greater citent tatan the merely ver.
bai ont. W. cant oui> repi> that ibis dors not appear
sa very seifoevident ln the abstract, an-! that as a more
malter cf tact it will be tiufficulî ta shew that it bas
actuaily occurreti. Il is very easy ta taik viîb more
or less flippancy about the tiominating anti isasîrously
cramping Influence af sixieentb century tbeology or
scî'enteenth century creetis, but vhat does il ail amouait
la ? anti what dots Il ail Imj>ly? Simply Ibise that
succeeding generations have flot tbought for tbem.
selves, but have beipiossiy accepteti wbat tbcy noer
examineti, and tiusbarestly entiorseti vhat ibey asever
undcrstaod or, tinderstandlng, nover beiheveti? Is this
tht case? lias lia is been the bisîory of tho Confession
ai Faith andi ils atiherents ? lt somte, nay rnany,
bave accoptoti il wiîb little or no exazninaiion, is bl
yand reasonabie question, just as mnany have ins like
manner adoptet hoir fathers' unvrittes creed or belli
opinions on religious maltera toc vague anti Indistinct
ta be calleti " creeis » ai ail. But bas this been the
<.as. wiîh the great mass af tlaose vito bave solemnly
received il as the confession cf their faitli? anti bave
these adopted i l as the confession of iheir fatberst
failti raiher than tboir ovn ? las times of greai re-
ligaous declension andi abounding vorîtilinesai Ibis bas
often bcen tce case, just as il vouiti bave been vith
any supposable creeti, vhetber written or the reverse.
Blut îikeat a Cantehsion of Faitli as belli anti en-
doroed in the vast inajorlty or Presbyîerian Churcitos
the world over ta-day, anti viii any one say, vho is
competent to pass an intelligent Jutigment on the
atatir, that il s loest a nineteenth century docu-

ment, examaneti, discusiti anti atiopteti agaas anti
again by individtaals anti Churches, than if Iu bati
ail been tboughi out anti expresseci for the 6rst
time by men of the prescuat genrimtion ? 1N'se,
learneti, fearless anti holy mmn bave, spain ai aicl,

<or ti-on andi othft plu.p e, lie over ibis .. ca.
mIent pArbraph by paragraphe, CIAUW by clause, andi
have formaliy te.ad>ptod andi re.iadoued It. Tbty
bave madie Il iher own. WhyI 1 ecause they laet s
the ilaves c4 tradition ? or cowards &tat trembld ait
ihe notio(dead men? Sorne inay Say se, soute
sait se, but neithtr iheir charity, iher modesty, net
their judgineMi wouki b. nt hia been fiatteret ly the
decliration. Ilesities, if ihesa imen wer ave andi
dishonesi as veli when, bu, a fev ys.rs âgo, they
solinily leciameil that the/ hidamintd I catefuiiy
Andi adopteti Il honestly, l.o< as the concession of iheir
fathers! faith but of their own, what botter colid b.
ebipected of itein I( they set themotlves îo.day i. te.
vite, expiargate 'mnd iînprove that whida, but a shosi
timea&go, îthey, ln the raost solienn monnes, mins gm.
«tIý adopted, andi which, b.d they lni the intervai
chit.ged. ln the estimai. thty b.d avoweti, they wetre
bouid as hoiesuiy anti as eternestly to riediale or
modily as thty hati forme.ly, and t iii t. ho presumeti

years since tbis vas dione by the Presbterama Chierch
IntCanada. Tb. document ne adoptei,aherso mwch
cArfii study ad prayttfui con(ernem, se uruiy "ot.
ernln the bust smnotcfthe etn. Ifmot, hiJq.
clicumstanc e t 1 b. se dosigeateti? What coult
honesuly b. sa deciareti? Wkiat cotMt ««e b. sis
imaginet?____ ____

ilOMs MISSIOIJ NOTES.
av %it. tii ONNANIR.

ONK hundreti pournis sterling have bees recelveti
(rom the llrebyterin Church la Irelast, for th.
Hlome Mission Fund.

Ti Rev. Mr. lierald, fat. of Dundee, bas arfiveti
at P>rimc Arîflurs Landing, to take charge o(thact con.
gregaJon, and the sîtation ai Fort William, for lb.
neat six mnthueb.

Tiis K Rer. M r. Sieveulght haa reacheti Winipmg, on
bis way ta %ie Prince Albert ission. Me preacbed,
on Sabbath moitg, 3s st util, ln Kildosan (Ur>. JJlack's
church), andi in the evening ln Knox Cburcit. ie left
ufi Wcdnesday, by the nett passenger express, direct
(or flis field af labour.

SKVERAL l'resbytcries, in addition te Barrie, Owen
S,;und andi Lindsay, desire ordained missiottarles for
specl fields. Ait such shoulti correspond with the
Convener, vbo is prepatedti l receive appliations
(romt ministers or licentiates who seek appointenîs
te such work. A t'dissionary is aise sought by the
Manitoba I'resbytery (or l'aliet, and a mbins.rA(«
Emerson, Manitoba, which ls now a rugularly orgas.
lied congregation.

Tia k«c. R. Moodie having been appointoti bytbe
Con':tiitte. ovieil Party Soundtt andi report te te Con.
vener, bas dont se. Front bis communications th.
<oilowing tietails are given : " Arriveti on Thwsday,
Oct. 27th, returning on Tuesday, Noir. :nd. Made.
full inquirims as te condition and prospects, and ex.
amineti suss'oa reords and treasures's books, wbh"
were lounti cmnectly kept The numesical e.rm.gth
cf the t vo congr'i-tons-Pany Harboar a"t Cadinug
station-are, ian ail, lweety-two familles andi <ory.nls
niembers. Coutulbutiono of Party Soundi station av.
erage 52.90 weekiy ; that of Carling, je0 per anta.
The debt Incurroti under the fornm miss.say, si
aiso the bo'ard of the student sent by the Missimuaa
Society during the surmer menthe, bas bes paid, sel
tbst nota they have no liabilities whaîmver, boyond

$soon the church building. Adflbh b t"d in
lumbering bas revived, it bas not lacteauot te ability
of the people tu contribiate for ardinances. The mliU
owners do not sbire lte adre with theis ba"a
Tbe congregation bas sufféied durng the peu tus o«
the >ears by remnovals and other hindrances. lie
prospects, on the vitol., an. nov encouraging. lbi..
vho romain are devotei !e te Churcb anti villng to
suipport ordinances; to the ent o<tbeirabihy. Tii.
Sabbath school Js reguiriy "atained, teilt foty
scholars and a gooti staff of taches ins order te
lthe growth of oui cause itote, servxkes vouiti mou te
be helti at Parr Soundi morninig andi ueemng, andi at
Carling ins the aftcrnoon, which is te* mile distanit,
andi rencheti generally by vat. Otite .Patlos
reacheti by lant, are ait too great a distnce Erom
P"rr Sounti te be rulacheti by a mialater, a" ti 0
venir to b. cotatet ols for atid. Thé people are hope.
fui of raislng $25o for an ordaitiet misulonary, if "h
Homo ubmio Coosmittfe "ues ls way chaur to mch
Up the dif6cit modful fr Mie support
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