
6 ROUGE IÊT NOIR.

himi out of the gratta twvicc. S. Sabas at last thoughit that
somne settlement must b2 made so lie said 'Io hirn, IlWc
arc bath c-,aturcs of tic same Creator; but since 1 arn
the reasonable being it is but just that you sliouid cede
your place to nie." hc king of bcasts sawv the force of
the argument and fromn tlîat time forth occupicd a cornrîc
of the cave by himself. The nioiîks will show you the very'
spot if you ask tlîcm and that wilt. no doubt reniave your
sceptkism ifyau have any. Tiien thcrc are thrc othcr caves
far apart tram one anothcr whcre thrc licrinits af the
sixth century lived, Xenophon, Arcadius and John; who
used to salute cadli athcr cvcry marning from thc cave-
mouthis but renjaincd too far apart ta spcak.

Perliaps the most interesting Monk of Mar Saba ivas
S. John Damascene wvho livcd hiere in the ciglîth Century.
Although ie ivas a poct the Superiar ta try his humility
did nat allowv him ta wvrite anything at aIl, and aftcrwards
set him to do saine of the most inenial duties in thc con -
vent. His rcady obcdicnce boughit for hirn permission ta
exercise lus talent, and soon lic liad com-pased saine of the
most bcautiful hymns used in the Greck Liturgies. We
ought ta be grateful ta hirn, for hie wrote IlThe Day of
Resurrection, Earth tell it out Abraad V" and 1 dlon't know
how we could iveil da withaut tlîat hymn at Eastcrtide
1 shali alvays like it better now that 1 knaw that it-camie
from the clcfts and crags af Mar Saba.-Upan what scenes
has the nioan Iooakcd down since ther.?i Many a prayer-
fui Saint and marsy a pillaging saldier. The last time the
Monastery was sacked %vas in 1834. Since that they have
had peàicc, for the Russians now keep a watchfui eye upan
the harne af the Saints tlîc; rcverencc-But we really
must climb up ta aur ccli or we shal flot inake the early
start to-morrow. Besides that we have fine lîours in the
saddlc before us.

Next morning we lcft bright and carly, a picturesque
cavalcadc ini spite af the tourists' sombre western garb;
for at our head rode a liandsomc Bedouin Shcikh, wrappcd
in a cloak witli broad stripes of black and white and a
swvord at his side, aiîd ncxt ta lim upon a spirited
Arabian came our blue-clad dragorc.an, his hicad cncircled
by a rdcl castera hiandkerchicf af ycIIowv silk stripcd and
tassclcd, bis saddlc and harncss deckced with. many
calours ; while behind us fohiowed a tail Maltese servant
iii a long white linen garmfent with a colourcd girdie and
brighit hcad-gcar; and a dankecy-boy in red and blue
scated crasswisc upon the baggage and ivatcr-skins ail
pilcd upon a poor little donkcey. Thus we began aur
advance tawards the Dcad Sea, as it lay i ai its calrn
bcauty before us reflecting from its liglit bine surface the
green vallcys and ruggcd mounitains of Moab towards the
sunrise. It lookcd but a stone's-thraw fram us, yet wc
had befare us a tweive miles' ride and a descent af some
ciglitecn hundred fcct before wce rcachced its shore at noon
ta rest upon aur journcy. There werc many tlings.aswie
\vent througli the land ta chai-m and to tcacli us; many
things ta think of at the Jordon fords, nmany things at

Jericho, at Bethany, on Olivet and about the I-Ily City ;
but 1 don't thiiîk any of then, or anything that we have
since met with can ever dini the mnemory of that moon-
light niglit in the aid Canvent of the Kidron vailey.

Wlicn you go ta Palestine takce care flot ta miss it. You
%vil[ say, I think, tîxat it is wcll worth, the trounble of getting
there.

IMPE RIAL FE DERATION.

In the Febrnary number of the North American Review,
three articles appeared bcaring an this subjcct. Th'le firsa,
by the Md, quis of Loi-ne, is strongly in favour af a closcr
cannection bctwcen Engiand and lier Colonies. The
second is an able cssay by Mi-. Alex. Plirle, wlio vcry
fairiy states the advantagcs whiclh miglit accrue ta Caniada
in the event afilier taking up a position of full indcpcnd-
ence, or if suec formed part of a Union of the mvhole Northi
American Continent. Finally we have somc lialf-dozen
Unes from' the pen of Sir John A. Macdon.ald, mitiî whicl
hce curtly dismisses the question as bcyond the i-ange ai
practical poiitics. luec is always the danger, iîowevcr,
af so-callcd Il practical politics I bccoining synanyniaus
with '-party, palitics," in wli:ch case natliing marc soul-
destraying cauld be imag«incd. Surcly a statesmnan's duty
is somctlxing higher than mecly ta wait cap in 1hand tili
the People have formcd tlîcir opinions for better or for
wvarse, and tlien scrvilcly ta carry out tiieli soverign bc-
hests. A truc politician mith the i-cal welfare of luis coun-
try at hcart wauld flot satisfy bis conscience by tic
manipulation of the pettï questions af party poiitics Plonc,
witiiaut regarding the future prospects af the nation, and
where needful, warning and preparing the peaple under
huis charge for any changes that may be ini store.

Now, ta any one mvho lias studied tue iuistauy and devel-
opnîent of nations, or who has any appreciation for .lic
remai-kable growths of n.-tional feeling in our awn times,
it should be evident tlîat the question af Imperial Federa-
tian affects thc. most vital interests ai the Englishi Empire.
he prescri relations betwcen Uic niother country and the

colonies can nat hast for ever, huowever agrecable an4
beneficial thcy may bc at presprnt. Soo.aer or later the
decisian wvill have ta bc made, wlictlicr thc colonies ai-e ta
bc flrnuly establishied as integral parts af the Empire by
givirug thien a fair rcprcscnitation in an lmperial 'ai-lia-
nient, or wlîetlic- an amicable scparatian af tue constituent
partions of the reahni shauld talze place. No donbt wvc
colonises arc wcll picast ' just iiaw ta bask at aur case be-
sicatli Britaninia's aegit, espccially as we do not liaûc ta
pay for the privilege. But every entijusiastie coionist
siuould look, fonward ta thc tinîe,--perhiaps nat so far distant
, iter alli-wlicni Canada and Austrahia, Ncv Zealand and
South Africa, (and possibly en India), shaîl bc import-
ant enough, and cducated enongli, ta emcrge fram a
position of Il dependence," and shahl bcecntitled ta cast
tluci- votes in matters wvlich concern Uie gencral wcal af


