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inlstincts of nature, that of seif-preservation, that we are apt
to view it in the liglit of our inclinations. Did Christ incan
this absolutely, or, is it limited by other teachings? Is a inan
to lcave himself open to every imiaginable injury, or is this
conpatible with prudent self-defence ? Count Leo rfolstoi
whose book and life are aniongr the inosb notable comnnents on,
the passage, dlaimis that it InUst be taken absolutebýr. It is
thie central doctrine of Christianity. It is trifling withi
sacred truth to try to niodify it; it is twisting Scripture to
suit our inclinations to, lirnit it by othler passagres. Yet one
is surprised, as lie reads on, to find thiis candid interpreùer dis-
torting other passsages to preserve tliis one in its literai force
Nevcrthelcss lie ]ives up to his belief. le does not believe
in resisting evil; therefore lie lias left the army. Hie does
not helieve in a Christian going to lawv; therefore lie lias
resigrned biis judgreshîp. To us it is interesting to reinein-
ber thiat the Doukhobors, xvho have lately corne to Canada
were perseeuted out of Russia because, am-ong other depar-
tures froin the Greek faith, they did not believe in w'ar, and
wvou1d not serve iii the ariny.

Nov Chirist's owvn exaiple gives the best illustration of
lis încalningr.

Hie iiever used violence in bis own defence. James and
Johin camne in for a scatliingr rebuke -for wislîingr to cal1 downl
fire froin heaven on the Saînaritans wvho rejected thieir Lord.
Hie states as Ris reason for refusing onie of the gyround
principles of Ris life, Il Te Son of Man is not corne to
destroy nen's lives, but to, save thern." Whien Peter drew the
sword in Rlis defence, Christ forbade Ini, aîîtid hecaled tIe
wvound lic inflicted, addingr the significant reinark: 'AIll
they that tzike the sword, shall perisli withi thc thc swvord."
When, dnringr his trial before Caiaphas, one of tIe officers
struck Ini, Jesus calrnly answered: Il'If I halve spoken cvi>
bear %vitness of the cvii; but if weil, why sinitest thounime ?"
It is suggestive to compare with Vhs PauI's hot retort whien
the hiii priest, comnianded one to, sinite himi on VIe xnoutl;
"God shall smite VIce, thou whited wvall: for sittest thon to

judge mne after thc law, and commaudest, ie to be sînitten
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