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CHAPTER IV.

AMONUS t-UE BASETS.

Se littie Nemo nover saw the molloe
of the workhousu door, but lie becaino
Insteati theiti property of theolad tan
anti of Abel Grey. Neyer Iii! nither or
grantimethor match marc anxtausiy thé
chhil uhamt hey laved, than theolad tan
ant i lttie Abel matcheil thoir baby.

Directeti by Amos. Abel ment round ta
tho lulterent seconil-hanti shapa la the
town. anti bought a littIe stock et clothes
for the child, anti thon ho mas tatigbt
by theolad tan bau ta wash andtiet
dt-ess IL.

I. iras a curlous slghi. ta sec thoetira
ln the frelilht. beniing over littIe Neo,
lseaing -te bis ever>- bteatb, andl ira.cb -
lng ouery tnovemeni. of bis i.iny bands or
(cet.

Whilst Abal mas reinoving te bis nom
hc.us, whlst hoe'vas cleanlng the ditty
moons anti puttlng overythlng ln ortier.
and tiaal othier Unies îvhen ho mas husy,
or irben the mathr iras met, the baby
mas let. with Amas, andi theolad tan
liveti bis lita over again, anti toit once
more prauti anti happy as haievaicheti
by andi tendoti the chilI.

But la fine eather Abel took Uic chilI
witb it whoa ha mont on is rounds la
the cari.; I iras goati for babies ta have
fresb air, se Amas saiti, and t v as cer-
tail> gond for Abel te bave a campanion
la the long slow dirives whlch usedt ie h
se tediaus anti unInteresttng ta hlm.

The cari. mas coverel wli.h baskets of
ail sorts anti abapes, anti colours anti
sizos. Thora moi-o large baskets anti
amali baskets; thorn -vena baskets red,
and whbite, andl blue, antigr-eon, thora
moi-o baskets round anti baskets sqftare,
baskets matie for use anti baskets matie
for ornamnent: thora more clathes baskets
anti plate baskets, andi hanti baskets anti
masto-papor baskets; basket tables anti
basket chairs, basket flawr-staals anti
basket cradles, basket sofas.anti basket
stoals.

Sameo0f theso baskets mre slung oui.-
sIlo the coveroti cari., se that Ilonkoil
ika a hunge mass of xnoving baskets as

hi. ment along, otherti more staoti amay
ane upon another lle uIL But bau-
anti white, anil blue, antigi-cn ; thora
evor ful! the' cari. mas, and t w as very
full ai. ail LImes, there iras aimays a coi--
nier mallde kepi. for littie Noitia.

Thora hae quilt'slerpt la aabasket
craille, as bis faster-fathor drove aiong,
waklng Up noir anti again ta hava bis
bottie, or tale back la Abe's arms as
ho sai. on the etigaet the cari., only te
flail asucep again. sothel andl qultel b>'
the sireat country air.

Anti littie Noadii cieu.taethe con-
stant care bestoweti on hlm by the tIwa
men. He greir a airong, heali.hy chIlI,
rosy anti fresh mii.h living la the apen
air, anti happy anti nerry as the day is
long. Nover diti baby laugh mat-a than
that baby, nover tIdti îny chlt ci-airor
caper or kick bts fat littIe legs with joy,
more than Noa:nover mora teelh eut
mot-e cas!]> than the tira pennly roivs af
mhlch Amas and Abel mre so pioud.

"H's ail stiles, Abel, t> '.ad," said
the aid man, as h o ooleti at bim one
day -" ail stilles anti suashine. lZat
ona of nu>-sîxteon mas like bita. Wby,
blesa hlm, lhe bartily sms te know bau
te ci-y !"

As Noagreir oldor anti began tetiaik,
I. iras a fresh source of amusement te
the tira iro carol fer hlm. Evory-
thing holit ituring the day mas ie-
poatel te aid Amas ai. nlght, and tbey
both ag-oeil that hir as the masi. won-
Ici-fui boy that hati evor been bora. Ho
uno longer la>' la tho basket ciaIle, but
sat b>' Abe's silo, holding the reins anti
calllng " Ge up " te the aid lankey. anti
asklng questions about everythlng the>'
passel on the raid.

Abe's custaters began te look fer the
pretty littie fair-haireti boy, irbe vas
alwaYs te ho seen perchei on the front
of the basket-cnt-t, anti tan>' mre the
presents brought te Ilttie No as hoe
ment i.rough teVillages mbere AbeI's
chîef business mas tdane.

Sametimes a kînti-bearted moman
moult give hlm an appleorai a pu ;
scmetimes a chIld moult thi-usi. a picture-
book Ilato is baud, or mociti rua atter
the cari.wi.h a bunch of milti-floirers for
little Note.

Abel ianght him ta tonch bis cap anti
ta say " SankWau," wirbevar anythlag
va. brought ta hlm,, anti ho oai t g.os
prettlly, ulth such a twinkie ta bis eye,,
and wi.aucb a ftacnain.g dimple hlabMs

checlt, that ha won the heurt.s of Abl'a mhtch thoy unanlî s iopped. anti ha
CtuJtuuîuri, as 10lindbaNvirn Abei'aî ama , mult pull UP the donkoeY ai.,',xaci.ly the
henui.tira Years botoro ai. the moi-k- r!ght moment; ho even lcsrnt the prices,
lieuse door. of the varions articles ta the cart. andi

l'elit) ile basket-seller hiaiti noyer bcho-,aulti belt up a stoal or table, If ho snaw
fore dono se mucb business ns lie, asany one pas that ho ibaughl. mouiti ho
dbing noir that Ne m as wlth hlm. hIkely te buy, anti moulti cal! out, IlNice
l'ho nambeiu of people irbo touadti toy haskei.-si.ooi, anly a shilling. MY lady 1'"
%Wanted se baskets was aai.oni hing "Round gardon table. onlY tbrOo shillIngs
Insteati of belng wore aff now that ha ant i sxponce, air il, as woii as Abel ýoulti
hiait a chIld to keep as weIl as himsoit, .b ave dana It himself.
Abel bal nover been se rlcb la bis lite. But ho was always asking ana ques-

WVhen ho tolti aId Amas thie, ha salI, tien-*, Why don't me go somowbero 110w,
"Ii.' tho Ilord, my lad-ha's paying thee- Ahtl....somambre whrbeo m've noyer beca

back for laoking ator tho haira for hlm." t before VI anti Abel woulti infuer hlm-
But Abel ouly Iaighoti iron tbe olti " 1 den't knam, my lad; aybo ira miii

tan salitIthis. for AUa Iidflot knaw the o HOmOday It"
L.ord; ho wns yct a atranger te the' poier But the day Nomo se tttcb longoti for
of is love. WVhen Amas irloti ta spoak did net cama unlti ho mas nearly six
of the Blater who mas no dear te hlm, yezars aid. Ablo bati gono an sa long
Abel oniy emileil te himscîf. anti thought lni theolad groavo, thbtt ho round t very
lt iras a chitdlsh fancy of thea aidMn's, diMfcult ta get itt a fresh anc. iBut ai
%Wlth which hoe amusoil himsocî ln hîs Iengtb, atter much deep canslderaion. ha
aId age. but whIeh Abel i.boughti.hti pianneti that as scon as the warm sum-
notbtng ta do mth himesoif, ant Inl which mer meather came, ho anti Nome anti
be liai! no needt t beltave. the dankoy ahouti take a long round to-

For poor littîa Abel Grey lîveti withouit gether, anti visl. villages ta ublcb hha ba
Uod la the warld. Ho hat henni! theo nover bean bafare, net roturaing homo
'vas a GaI, or ai. leasi. that some people o very avcning, ni'huiti hitherto been bis
bellevel that thora mas, but ho knaw custom, but sleeping olthar la the cari.
nathing about God, anti Ii net cure te Itselt, or la any ather place la which
know anythlng. 1110>-mlght be able ta find aheiter.

HoIlîsteneci teai that Amas sai te It seemeil ta little Aboi Grey a mighty
hlm about the child, but irben ha speko undertaking, anti aven ruter hi. mas flt-
ta hlm ao!teLord ha laveti, anti ivo tietiho mas fuil et misglving, and ias
was very near anti lear ta theolad man's aimoat inclindto itgvo i. up. but the boy
heari., Abel, whilst ho seemedte taho lis-, mas no ful of lolight ai. the thougbi. at
toalng, mas tblaking of ather things, , seelng places mhtch ho bai! nover sean
anti nover reaiiy atteniedti t tho mards befare, that ho couldtin. bear te disap-
that more spoken by the, olti mani. point hlm by saylng tha. ho tidti a.cure

Se, wiblsi. Abel lored i UttiaNome, and ta go.
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woulti bave laid çlom bbs lite for the
chîlti, ho nover taugbt hlm anything
about God. t iras olti Amos irbo matie
the chilti sa> a hittia prayer n!ght anti
marning, anti iro moult allen liII.hlma
up ta the skyiight la the attie, and., point-
Ing ta the blue sky. mouii tell hlm that
Goti Ivet thore, anti that Gai! loveti
Nemo, anti that Neo musi. lave hlm.

When ho mazi quito a littIa chlI, not
tira years aid, Nema learnt this fit-st
simple lesson, anti ha nover foti.It.
Ho learni.t toapeak vory early, anti mas
neyer tireti of repeatlng anythlng ho
bat heard. He maultidtag Abel to the
wIndew of their stalbouse again anti
again, andl, polnting Up to the air>, ho
moulti say, IlGoti 'Ives up dore. GCod
'oveti Nema, Ne.mo 'oves Gati."

Anti thea ho moulti look ai. Abel, anti
go aver tbe same lesson agaîn, la iust the
same mords, excepi. that thîs time ho put
Abe'snanme lata t Insteati of bis air-
IGoti 'Ives up dore. Gati 'oves Abel;

Abel 'oves Gat."1
Andi the varda moulti ring la theo lttia

man a ecars long atter thea fthiî batl
utteroti them-" Gotilaves .ul; Abel
laves Got."

Was the fItst of those statements trua?
DU C oti rcally lave Abl?7 Ha dit nat
know. Bat ha mas qulta sur-e et tht,,
that Abel did -ne. bov- GaI. The child
iras qulto wrong thez-., but ho til t i
ceoso Io tell hlm Se. Noe vulti ho
troubleti If ho sbaok bis hoati anti sud
that. ho dît nat love Gel, andi littie Abel
Grey moulti net troubioNemo for the
mot-Id.

As Nota giew aider, ho becaino more
and more of 4 companlon t t i lIe
foter-fathar. He knew the boume at

Accordlngly ail iras made real>' for
their deeariure. Bîankets anti mai-m
wviaps wcre put Into the cart. lancase
tho>- shoul bava teasleep l Ic aho pen air.
Abel bought meai. la tins, anti a goal
suppl>- of breati ant i bscuit.s, that tbay
might not fall short of fond: anti thea,
ivhen al mas tiano, i.hoy icok as tender
a farerel of ait Amos as If tbey met-e
going te Amerîca ai- Austualia.

«'1111 toll you ail about t irbea I coma
bone, Father Airas," salti the boy, "'anti
you'Il lika that, wo't Yeu ?"'

The nexi. mornlng, ai. daybreak, Abel
rose, wakodlilttie Nemo, anti belpet i hm
te tiress, for the chilti mas se sleepy ho
couli neto ven put bis stacklnga on; andi
thon ho ment out ta bai-ness the tonkey
andt tabrîng tecart ta the door.

Ne mas mle awake as rmon as hoe
cama ont Into the tt-sh merning air, anti
mas wmî t I.bjo>'that tbcy mare really
startlng on tho joux-neY.,tor wbich ha bat
longeti so mucb. Ha perchai bimself
besîla Abel la a littla basket-chair, wbIch
iaakcti as Il It hati beon maie on punipose
for hlm, anti after eatlng a lai-goeslce of

i-cati anti butter, anti drinklng a mugftal
af milk. ha took oui. at bis pockat bis
littie blua reatilng-hoak. anti hogaxi ta
lent-n the spelling wbich olt i o.s bal
set hlm, anti whIch must ho said pet--
foct!>- on bis rotai-n.

11 knaw ibai. ail theso streets are
ilke," ha explanedtet Abel, "se 1 shal
got I. all dana befora me coma ta the nom
count.ry, whrbor wo'va nover been beforo'

Se thu>- more very quiet turing the
fi-st part of their journey. Abel sat
blil>-tbinking of taeplaces lie mumi
ta vfit, andi Nemo vau intat on Ms,
bok, Uaolug emcii ord with his lgROM

ani upelling aver to himacît agata n ti
agnin. p-I-g, plir. d-o-g. doit. e-a-t. cat.

ha'! lort.thbo own bebinti aidwero £et-
ting oui.tata the open cointrY rMd.
There wero gnron hetiges on either aide.
brokon lhtro andi thore by a gate.
thtuugh whilb Neo could sec the sheep
andi jaabs lg initer the trocs, wor1.11
green wavlng i.nrn movlng la th ibf loIfl
ing breeze. Blut suit the chii lld il fnt
caro ta use lits oyes much.

*Ii's ail olti jet. Abel," ha sale. *'l'vO
soen SI. ail beoro."

It wns fnot unil ]lite ln the aftrnoofi
iat. thoy came te a piace whero four

roads moi, andi ln wbieh there waui,
curloue ld-fanhtoneil miléstono on which
ws carved., l'nrburn-15 m!lep.

Il Now.1" Baud Abel. Ilwe turn lup loro;"
anti Nemo gave a ahout .ut joy.

INo*trlandi, aow landi V' ho orteil.
*Hurrah, Abel 1 wove nover been liera
boforo il

From that moment Nemo iras fuit 
exciternont andi oxpectation; evorY fiait!
tbey paned ho gazci at i.wtb Intorest.
because iL iras a treeh fieldi; avery herso
anti coir andi sheoD soomeul worth iaoking
at, bacauso It iraa lu the naw coutry.
as ho caliot IL.

Thoa un was just beginning ta not
whon i.huy came lna lgbt t fsanie bouB.
stil! la thri far distance.

ITheoa ii!bc a village eut there. 1
shoulti say.' sauti Abel.

A long âtoep bill took thcm up Itt the'
village strent. on aither atie was a row
of cottages buit .of grey sta'xC. sente ut
thora witb thatcheti roofs, ntiolliers.
more nowly buill, coveredtiw.h latest.
Though it iras almest dnrk. tho village
grecen iras covere t vl.bchlldreii Planig
at different ganies, and enjoyfng the cool
ovcning air alter tho tiet the day.

IIt'a over-late ta do business i.o-ntght."
saiti Abel; Iltolks cant sec tho baskets.
WVo must. stop bere for the ntghit. 1
thinit."

'Whoro zaI! ire sloop. Abel VI
"liere, In the cari., my boy:, wove gai

a caver overbeati. anti plenty ofirupit.
andi IVs a irari. pIonnant nirht."

"Oh, wbat fun !" sald i ttlo Nom#).
Lift me out, andi !et me go and look ai

thé ncw country. Abel.*'
Sa Abel took i out of the cari., andi

hoe iandereti about ithe green. watchitig
the gaines of the chîltiren. tlrawlng
pleces of the biscuit Abel hai glven hlm
ta tho gceo anti the dueks, andi looking
at the llghts appearing one alter another
la the cottage Windows.

WVben lie camie bncl< ta the' cart., ha
founti thai. Abel hati been ta a farn andi
bail bought nome mllk. andi maudeaIl
ready for their supper. Thon. affer hir
hail badl a gooci mcal lio toak Neimo ln
is arms, anti they lny covereti willi

blankets anti nouait aslcep t!ll daybrcak.
Then, as soon as sinakt' bigan te bc

seen lani cottage chtneys. Abol ivas
up anti busy.

- «ve must cati ai. eory bouse ln the
village.11 ho saiti;" for we've nover bcen
bore betare."

Thcy bail a vory successful day: Via
cari. grAw ligbiter. andl Abel'is pocket
greir bcavier ai. alniasi. every bouse tliçY
came ta; anti one farxner's wita gavII,
Nemo a cake she hait jusi. bakeil. n
another ibreir a hantitul af goosei>rrlei
into the cari., anti a third. wbenabch palil
Abel for ber market-basket. gave Nemo a
penny for blmselt. Se that, altogether,
bath Abel anti the chilti bai a very
merry tinie.

Passing i.hraugb the' village laie ta the~
afternaan. i.hey rama ta an open moor-
landi strei.chinig away for mi les as fair aq
they coul! sec. They Inqurldat a
ltt't public-housé. whlch stooti on the
edge of the moor. hou tar t mas ta the'
nexi. village, andti tey mero hld It mas
sevt.. miles amay

-We musi. try to get ltai-c to-nWirt,
Neme," saiti Abcl, l'anti begIn wark there
to-inorrair."

But the inoarlanti roati masttrough and)
unoven-flp billanti dam bill the wholn
way; soetimes they but) ID cr1033 a
streami, anti thon the donkey turne<!
stupiti anti retusoti ta mave. tilt Abel tnok
off bis shoca anti stockIngs andi matied
acrosa. drngging the donlioy alter hlmn:
seinettmes the rond mas mn steep thnt

1Abel anti Nemo ail ta alk for a te
ai. a time. anti bail otten ta stop te re.'t
botia themselveo anti the dankcy. Se
their pi-agi<ss was vmi- slow, anti the'
darkness camet mucb sooner than their

lexpectet IL.
On anti on they ment, but ne village

came lna igbi.. Soinebair or other they
bai talien a wrong turning. andti ue
the direct- rond. For sarne boums Abri
urgoti the tionkey format-il but ai. length
the poor animal grow very tireti, andi ho
know IL. anti was ton kinti te pt-cs t
further.

*Ilt', ne use. Nemo." ho .iaid: "'you
anti me mlii bavei tostop hers tili day-
ligtht cames, anti ie cas sac whlcb way
te go."1

(Te be oi2atiaxie&)


