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THE RESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMRIA.

"ON FEEDING HENS.

The following rule for feeding hens at night are
laid down by a contributor to the Rural Press:

« Monday, wheat 3 Tuesday, corn; Wednesday,
wheat; Thursday, oats; Friday, wheat; Saturday,
soaked barley: Sunday, buckwheat or Egyptian corn.”

Perhaps it would be just as well to substitute wheat :
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for the barley and buckwheat, and also leave off the

corn entirely for Brahmas and Cochins,  The Asijat-

ies are ~o sedentry in their habits aud so inclined to

take on fat that it is safer to avoid corn altoeether in 400
) o 1 will if overfed

their ease. A fut hen is not only invulmcit:ltvd for
laving but is also very liable to liver complaint and
other diseases,  But in all siall and active varieties,
such as Leghorns, Black Spanish, ete., will do very
well on corn and wheat, alternated at night.  But
Egyptian corn is an excellent egg foud aud should be
used more than it is. It can generally be bought fer
11 to 2 eents. But it is not safe to pay more than
F two cents per pound for any kind of grain for chicken
feed. When you goaliove that you are cutting down
your profits scriously, and the profits are what we
are after, for there is no use in keeping a large flock
of chickens for the fun of the thing,  But note bene
never buy serecnings nor any cheap or inferior grain
for chicken feed. as in so doing yon will be the loser
every time. This remark will not apply, of course,
{o elean wheat that has heen cut or broken in threshe
ing. as this is even better than whole grain. Dut
now, as to
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“«Why not feed whole grain all the time 27
y 77

asked by some. ¢l not this following nature
No. we zay, it is not following nature at alll Na.
ture’s chickens have tp work for their breakfast, and
keep it up all day: their range is unlimited, the va.
riety of their food is great and generally scanty, and
its getting i~ attended with abundant exercise, Al
these conditions insure health? and vigor  conditions
which the poultry yard seldom furnizhes to so high a
degree.  But, hesides this weare not following nature
very mueh with our laying hens. Nature's hens lay<
Mifteen to twenty e per year, and hatehes and
rears them all. - But our well-bred hen is expeeted
tolay twenty-five eoes per month. and to continue it
¢ through siv or eight months of the year.  She must
. therefore be exeused from the needless task of grind.
ing all her own grain, as this very hard and exbanst-
ing labor, would take mueh of the energy that should
be applied to cgg production. Therefore grround
feed must e generously sapplied to our lay*ug hens,
and this should alwivs be for hreakfast.,

The table waste, sour milk, ete., should all go into
a five.gallon ean or bucket during the day, for the
next. morning's <feed,™ hut no filth or soapy dish-
water shonld he allowed.  The feed can be scalded at
night, when hot water is at hand. It will pay to
weald or conk much of the morning meal. 1 have two
largge bores or bins, one holding bran and the other
wheat, middlings (not shorts). ground harley or oats,
and corn meal, in about equal proportions.  From
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these two boxes T use m abont equal proportions, Ly
measure, not weight—as that would be too mucl
bran.

Mix this ground «tiff with the table refuse, making
a rather stiff doughis sloppy feed is not good.  Twice
a week add a little snlp,mr and red pepper; the sul.

lir on dry and sunuy days, and Jw pepper when
cold and wet.  Pepper will warm up the interior de.
partment and set the egg machinery in motion, while
the sulphur tends to ward off disease and vermin,
adds germ foree to the eag. A little salt in the feed
ix said to he good for chickens, but I seldom use it
If the flock tire of this morning meal- -which they
leave it off unce or twice a week and
feed a little wheat instead.  Doiled potatoes mived
with sour milk and corn meal, and a pineh of pepper.
mitkes a splendid breakfast, and will be greatly re.
lished.

But do not overfeed.  Never let feed be standing
around untonched; it should all be devoured eagerly
and at once.  Then let the fowls go to work, 1f they
want more, and hunt their own food.  But this im.
plies more or less range, which some cannot provide.
In such ease the morning and evening meals must be
supplemented by chopped meat and  vegetables of
which [ will zpeak in o later article.—-Rural [ro

Preamixenriy A4 Working Mans Quesrios.—
Below is 2 cutting from the Edinburgh Seotsman)
regarding the federation of the Empure. By the ad
voeates of this grand anion of kindred people. it hag
hitherto been snpposed that this measure would pre
cede the Pan-Britannie allianee elsewhere mentioned
in this issue. It now seems doubtful which wit
come first.  The latter scems the easiest.  « Blowd §
thicker than water.,? A conference was held in Lo
don on Wednesday to diseuss Imperial federation an
the depression in trade. Letters were read from Me
W. E. Forster, M.- P, oand Lord Rosebery.  Th
writers of loth deseribed eolonial federation as pre
cminently a working man’~ question, and Lord Row
bery in his communieation urged the maintaimne
and the strengthening of the connection hetwes
British \ustralian possessions and the home country.
It was not possible, he said, to remain stationary in th
matters if there were no advaneement there must s
retrogression. e regretted that recent events la
given a fronticr towards Nustralin to the greate
military power in the world, Such an event tonds
to loosen the ties which it was desirable at this
ment to minke closer, beeause they meant relief to it
overelarged labor market at home. The Nationd
Liberal Federation held o conferauee on Waednesh
at Ipswich. A resolution expressing confidenee |
the Goyernment, and satisfaction that in the Sa
il papulation has been :u-(-vptwl as the hasis of ro
wescntation, was un:mimuu»ly :ulnptwl. It wasn
solved that the rrim-iplva of pepular n-pr«svm.ltin
should he applied to the loeal government of connti
and rural distriets; that a reform of the present
tem of land tenure is required; and that appra al i
given of the hill of Mr. Hopwood, under whichz
aitirmation will be substituted for the oxth which me
bers of Parliament are now required to take.




