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tenance, and general appearance of this lu3
some young Indien. I at once judged ini to
be an OTTOWEEXIs ; that is, one of the Ottowin
familv, whose mienibers are easily distinguish-
ed froirn the rest of the tribe, by their greater
stature, lofty bearing, and evident superiority
of manner. They constitute the aristooracy
of the Milicetes; for even among these sons of
the forest thero are different ranks and grades,
some being always distinguishied above their
fellows, either by greater quickncss and clever-
noss, by being more expert in huriting, or by
displaying superior skill in the varions contri-
vanices and expedients whichi tend to the coin-
fort and well-being- of a roving people. The
leader of the trappers confirm-ed the judgincnt
wliich had been formed, by telling us that bis
namne was Nicolah Ottowin, and that hie was
son of the chief wvho was thon at the head of
the family. H-e said that lio, with his three
companions, hiad made an excursion to the
Baie des Chaleurs; and, while there, hiad beca
very successful in hunting, fishing, and fowling,
on the coast. That becoming very tired of the
sea-shore, and finding they liad amiassed suffi-
cient means to procure an outfit, thcy had de-
termined upon exploring the interior of tlîe
country in thtat quarter, in pursuit of beaver.
The north-eastorn portion of New Brunswick
is yet in a perfect state of wildorness ; and large
tracts of country, containing somne millions of
acres, have hitherto been scarcely, if at ail,
vi8ited or explorcd by the white man; and bore
the beaver is ycet found, thoughi not by any
means in so groat inmhers ns at the first set-
tlement of the province, some eighty years
since. The outfit of the party consisting chief-
ly of pork, flour, and lard, with blankets and
ammunition, had been procured at Dalhousie,
a flourisbing sottlement, with a good scaport,
at the head of the bay, from whence they had
aseended the river Restigouche, flot without
great labour and difficulty, frein the atîmerous
falîs and rapids in that noble and extensive ri-
ver. Havinget longth arrived at the head-wa-
ters of the R.estigouche, thley there deposited
the heaviest portion of their stores, en cadie, for
future occasion; and t.hen, lightly equippocl, had
by casy portages reached a chain of laItes, from
whieh flows the Tobique, another extensive ni-
ver, running in the opposite direction fromn the
Restigouehe, and fall-ýng into the St. John.-
These laItes are connected by deep narrow
creeks, which are distinguished, iin New-Bruns.
wick, by the general name of"I thoroughfares."
By ineans of these, and by eccasional portages,
a great extent of wildérness country lîad been

traversed, and made available as hunltri'
ground ; and here was the scene of their le'
bours, whichi had been crowned with se 17re84
Success.

The beaver, as affording hy far the mnostVO'
luable article in thte fur-trade, was the prineiPej
object of their senrch; and in pursîîit of theO
tlîey hiad roamed from river to river, and leke
to lake, gcnerallv dcstroyingo nearly the WhOîe
of those found iii each place they visited. le
were told tharthe situation of the beaver-lhoti5o
was various; rivers and "lthoroughifares" We'e
gencrall y selected when the dcpth of water n
oether circumstances were suitable; as the bel"
vers thereby gained the advantage of the CuW'
rent to convey wood and other necessaries4 to
tlieir habitations, which were also safer, affOrd'
ing greater protection to the animal than thO18
built in standing water. In situations wb'il
the witer is liable to be drained off, or thestlP'
plies dried up by frost, the wonderful instill
of the beavers teaches thein to provide agsifl0 t

so groat an evil by erecting a dam acress t»0

stream, and thus securing a sufficient depth 0 f
water. These dams wcre described by NicOl1»
as bcing built in a mianncr precisely simillX to
tht one already described in these sketchCs-ý
The houscýj he said, were built of tho saie 1
tonials as the dams; but were, in genoral ' 1tlcb

more rudcly constructed. They seldoin fOtUr
more than one family, consisting of the 01LI
hoavers and four or six young ones, in ca
house; but one large house was mentioned I1I5t
had been met wvith on a small island in cee0
the artificial ponds, which had ten apartn1eOa#
under one roof. These apartments did Oot
communicate with eaoh other, a distinct fiflhiIY
appoaring to occupy each of them, and hav"
a separate place of exit and entrance, under tb
water.

The first place where the hunting party h
ed was in the vicinity of a very extensive b'O
ver-dam, which bore the appearance of beii 'f
of long standing; from having been frequei0l
Iy repaired with aspen and willow, whiçb, b1
thrown up strong and vigorous shoots-, it o
become very solid and cap able of sustaifli 4

great pressure. The roofs of the beaver-lioUs
were v:sible above the waters of the ponde Jin

which the beavers were sen, &fter nightfÎt'l
swimming about in very considerable numnber&
appearing to be busily engaged in providiD- g
store of provisions for the coming winter'
The ice flot having thon formod, the traPPe#
wero very cautious flot to disturb or 81lOo
them ; and they therefore encamped at the dir
tance of haîf a mile. They said that, hatd the'


