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amusements, but vexed wvith no premature
desire of being considered anything, else
than a boy 'Many young fellows wbom
hie had knowrx at sebool, were already
po3ing as " men about town ", but he had
no inclination to follow their example.
But hie feit that a littie more was re-
quired of hini now than formerly.

" It's only for a short time ", lie said to
himnself "lin two or three mnonthis I shall
he free fromi thiç bondage." Ife did not
murmutr, therefore, at bis miother's re-
quest.

Chatty, good-natured Irvrs. 'Miller, an
old friend of his inother, w~as delighted to
see him, as wvas also hier daughter Mary, a
blue-eyed and golden-haired younig lady
of eigbteen, wliom Frank bad known fromi
childhood. Shie biad just fiislied lier
studies at the Convent of the Sacred Heart
and w"as highly accomiplished.

As she gave him hier buand* in greeting,
Frank could not help) thinkingthat shewas a
remarkably good-looking girl. But his
%vas not a sentimental t.ature, and it is
doubtfül wbether thie tboughlt occurred to
himi a second tinie. It occurred to M.\rs.
ïMiller, however, that they botb hiad
more than ordiriary personal attractions.
She was one of tliose lcindlv busybodies
wbo attemnpt to control the destinies of
ahl the younE, people of their acquaint-
ance, so far, at least, as mnatrimiony is
concerned. Priditig, herself on tbe suc-
cesses she has achieved, she 'vas riot
averse to doing a stroke of business on
lier datighter's behiaîf. Sbe could not re-
frain fromi saying, to MINrs. l3yrne as they
went together into the conservatory, leav-
ingY tie young people alone, "IAre they
not a lovely cou ple ?" Frank's niother at
once diviined her mneaning, and the
thouglit suggested was not disagreeable.
Like aIl good Catholic niothers, she liad
ivisbed to give lier son to God, but three
years ago Frank had assured lier iii tie
miost positive nianner-youtlîs of seven-
teen are peculiarly positive about most
nia tters-that lie could neyer gratify bier
desire. 0f course bie would nîarry in
tUnie, and therefore she had no objection
to lending lier counitenance to Mrs. Mil-
ler's scbeme. Thus a web wvas being
wvoven for tbe unconscioLs and innocent
piair. As Frank biad quite forgotten for
the moment that nobody but hiniseif Nvas

aware of bis intentions, the idea tbat there
migbt be a iniotberly plot on foot neyer
entercd bis mind.

Wben Mrs. Miller and MVrs. Byrne re-
turned fromn the conservatory, the fornrrer's
active brain had already decided on a
plan of caèmpaign.

"Frank," she said, "lYou young people
need soine amusement after being con-
fined so long to tbose tiresome studies.
Here is Mary saying that she wants to go
back to the convent and be a nun."

At this Mary blushed and dropped bier
eyes.

"But I tell ber," continued lier voluble
motiier, Ilthat it is ail nonsense. Ail
girls wvho have been to convent sebiools
tiiink they want to be nuns. 1 tbougbit
so mnyself once."

Frank could scarcely r.press a smile.
"lBut tlîey soon get over their fiancies

wlien they are going to dinners and balîs
and have baif a dozen young men at tbeir
feet. You sban't be a hermit either, MîY
dear Frank. I'm going to bring you out,
and I shaîl give a little reception next
Wednesday evening just to introduce you
to sonie nice people. It wvîll be very
quiet, but it is only tbe beginninçl."

Frank did niot quite relisb tic thiought
of entcring into fashionable dissipation,
but be feit tlîat it wvould be an ill return
for M'rs. 'Miller's kindness il lie were to
sligbt liet invitation. ]3esides, there wvas
really no harni in crijoying linîisélf a little
and whiy sbould lie not do so ? His iiîind
was too firmily settled to be disturbed and
lie would bcz an amnused spectator ratber
tlîan a participant in tliese frivolities. Un-
bappily lie could not sec the plensure
which shione iii Mary MilJer's eyes when
be proinised lier niothier to ne present.
Ilad lie been more acutely observant he
would liaVe risked aIl othier dangYer rather
than that into whicli lie wvas heedlessly
run ni ng.

Wednesday's reception wvas decidedly a
pleasarit, affair, and as Mrs. Miller had
prophiesied, it wvas but thie beginning of a
round of pleasures in wbicb Frank be-
camne involved. Kirid invitations wvhich
he could sec no s'.flicient reason for de-
clining reaclied hini from Il siz-es, and it
'vas generally adnîitted that young
Mr. Byrne was quite an acquisition to
Felixburg society.


