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LTH 1JGJIl Coi
~ .X)stantly olposCL and

cruelly persecuted
tse herectl %vrsai-
ith erhuchl oras n
ized condition in the
eaiiest ages of ils
existence. It bas
been asserted that

the authority of the Pope wvas flot every-
where accepted. In the Cliurch of Asia,
for instan~ce, Bishops ruled, it %vas said,
wvithout reference to Pap)al authority. An
imiportant case which arose and %vas niuich
discussed, by its final settlemnent p)ut an
end to this fallacy 'l'lie Asiatics kept
E1,aster according to the timie of the J etvish
lPassover-a practice wb ich t bey derived
froni their predec2ssors, the Jewvisli con-
verts wbo cbiefly' constituted ini their tiimi,
the Asiatic Chutrch. Th'is imight have
been tieraied as long as ià %vis onlly a
niatter of discipline. But %viien its slip-
poiters dragged it into the sphere of
doctrine by 1111111111111-n3 that the), lîced
the lractice by apostolïc instituti3n, it
<'ould no !ongerci have the sanictioal or eveli
the sulent apr.vlof the 1>ope. l'le

Aiîics were obstinate, and Pope Saiit
V'ictor fouind it nlecessaay, to act %V'itlî the
greaiest v'igotr, in other words, to aî>ply
the hîglîest exercise of Papal authority.
1-1o clit tbemi off f(rom the Commuitnioni of
ibie faitbful. E'vcni in that early age
excomuiciiiation %vis recogmzcd as a
powerfuil as iî'ell as severe punishnient. It
%vas felt to be suicb by the Asiatircs ; and
they, at first, iresirted. After nmucb dis.
cussion and the powverful niediation of the
cclebrated Irenous, l3isho) 'of Lyons, they
abaudoned their biereticial opinion arnd
were rcconciled to tbe Pol)e. Th'is being
(lotne, iL wvas flot thultnccessary that
they should change their Limie of keeping
1Easter for tbat of the universal Church.
'lhey wvere alloived to bold it aE comiing
fîr,,n tlîe Jewishi converts: tbeir predeces-
sors. 7lhîe Pope's authority, as sanction-
ing or forbidding, could not be more

clearly illustrated. Ini ordinary iatters
tbe ]3ishops rule ; %"' Il quo vos posuit
1Episcopes regere Ecclcsiai IDei,") îvhile
on occasions of great difficulty and high
importance, stch -as that which occurred
iII tbe Chu ircli of Asia. the suprene power
conflded to Peter miust intervene, (- Con-
firmia Fratres tuos'")

In Asia Minor it liad been the custoni
in honour of St. John, who founded tbe
cburchcs of that cotintiy, to celebrate
Ela ster according to the imie of tb e Jewishi
Passover, tbat is, on tbe fourteenth day of
the mnoon of tbe jewvishi nonth of Nisan,
on ivbatever day of the week it should
occur. Ellarly in the second century Pope
Anicetuis endeavoured to persuade Poly-
carp to bold the feast on the following,
Suinday, as wvas tbe p.ractice -it 1Pone and
ail tbe other Churches of the world.
Polycarp, bowever, fromi respect to Saint
John, wbose discile he wvas, did not
relinquish the establislied custoni. but
persevered in observing it witbotit any
breatcb of friendly relations with tbe chief
Pastor. 'l'lie successors of Anicetus,
Soter and Eîlenthierius iaboured stl 'more
in orcler to obtain uniforniity iii tbe inatter.
li do-ng so they wvere not: wantingy in

veneration to Saint John and the otber
a1postles, wbio ini tbe beginnings of tbe
Clhurcbi of Asia i\:rmor had to deal wvitb
many Jewvisli converts, and bience ivere
obliged to admit several Je%'isbi observ-
ances. But now that ail other Churches
bad abandoned such observances, tbere
existed no longer any cause for continuing
theni. Jerusaleni itself, its people having
become chiefly Gentile Chiristians, had
ceased to celebrate lEaster according to
t.he time of the Passover. Tbere remnained
no reason, therefore, why the Christians of
Asia Mvlinor should persist in reta.,ning a
Jewish customn. At tbe heginingii inded,
the Jewish converts; weî*e the niost nuiner-
ous. But, in the imie of Pope Saint
Victor, the Christians of Gentile origin
were i-ore prevalent, both as regarded
nurnbers and importance.
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