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A TEN YEARS OLD BRIDE.

Ewero at sucli a pretty wcdding,
\ ~~writes iL lady missionary in Calcutta,

SIndia. \Vo threc ladies were treated
as tho chief gucsts.

Ail the ladies i the hiouse- -dIaughitoei, cousins.
datighters-in-.law, aunts, etc, -camo to sce us one
after the other. Sorne of rheni wvero vory pretty,
and they Nvero all beautifully drcssed. There are
a genîl many j)reparations for wveddincs biere too,
so thoy woe ail rather busy, and took it~ in tarns
to entertain us 'vhilo the others did their work.
They 'voro so p:)l te and gracious.

Soinctinies, whcin we got tircd of sitting-for it
was long liefure the bridegreomr arrivcd-they
teok our hands and led us froîîî rooin te room, or
wt. %vent to the roof te sec if tho proe.'sion wvas
not yet in sigbit.

They were brigbt and full of fun too. Orie
roisehievous girl called eut once, "Thle bridegroom
is comning !"and she hiad the pleasuiro of seeing
us aIl rushi dowvnstairs froni the third flat to the
foot, all for nothing! She tried it again, but no
one wvould believe lier tien.
*In o110 roomi there wvas a, table spread with
refreshments"1 for us, an(] during the eveuingp

our pupil's huistancl carne tip to sec that we %vt re
boing attended to.

At lîat, about nine o'clock, tho bridegrooni did
really arrive. Hie drove iii a carniage and four,
wvith a, procession of toreh-bearers on cach side
and a " Europe '2 band, wvhicl makes a gret
deal of noise witb very little mxusice

We 'vent dowvn and sawv him, elotbed flrst in
red cotton garments, kneeling with bent head,
and surrouiffdcd by several old men wbo were
evidently priests. One of themn was readiug from
a book.

Thon the bridogrooni was dressed in red silk
garments and a tinsel eroivi on bis hoad, and led
into anothor rooni te undergo the women's part
of the coremonies. First, seven of thora passod
round hini, drossed in their brightest silks, carry-
ing liglits and( dishes fillod with fruits and vîarious
kinds of food.

Thon tliey nîl made fan of him-chucking him
under the chin, pinchingy bim,slapping him,while
ho stood mookly siniling.

Aft.er that, one lady-I think the brides
mother-dressed in red,.stood in front of him,
and, with crossod bands, touched bum with ever
so many different things-disher3, food, etc., and
thon she teok a key and 'eloeked lus mouth,"l te

keep hiiîn fron sayfinganytîirg unkind te lus wifo r
Thon the bride w-as broughit in, scatcd cross-

legged on a board whiolh %vas cnrrie(l by twvo miea.
Slie wvas only about ten years eld, aîîd tho bride-
groom eightoeni. Ife had still te finislh is studios
for bis M. A. Tliree mon carnied the bride seven
tinies round lier future husbaxid, îuîd thcn sho
ivas beld Up and a clotlî put over thoirlicads
îvbile they took a long look at oachi ether anîd put
ganlands over eacb otlîer's hicads.

Tiiere wcre more ceremnonies after this, but we
came away because it Nvas already very lato.

THE HAPPIEST BOV.

U ESS whlo ivas the lîappiest child I saw
to-day ?" asked papa, taingi bizi ewn
twvo littlo boys on bis kncs.

"Ob, who, papa V"
" But yen mnust guess."
" Well, said Jim, slowly, "« I guess it wvas a

very wvich little boy, wvif lots and lots of tandy

Ci No)" said papa. CCHe was9n't, ricli ;lie liad
ne caîîdy and ne cakcs-what do you gu e
Jo0 V"

IlI guess hoe was a pretty big boy," said Je,
"who wvasn't always wislîing lie was net such a

little bey ;and 1 guoss hie wvas riding a big, high
bicycle."

" Ne," said papa. "He wvasn't big, and of
course ho wvasn't riding a bicycle. You bave lest
your guessos, se I will have te toll you. There
ivas a flock ef sheep crossing the city to-day ;and
thcy must have coine a long way, se dusty and
tirod and thirsty wvero thcy. The dreyer took
themn up, bloating and lelling eut thoir tongues,
te tbe great pump at Hamilton Ceurt te water
tborn. But one peer eld ewe wîis tee tirod te get
te the trougli, and fell dewn on the hoet, dusty
stenes. Thon I saw niy little inan, ragged and
dirty and tousled, spring eut frem tho creînd of
urebins wbe Nvero wvatclîing tho drove, 611l bis old
leaky bat, v. hidi nîast have bclengcd te ijis grand-
father, and carry it one, two, thîrce-oh, as many
as six timos !-to the peer, sufferinganinial, until
tbe ecaturo was able te, got up and go on ivith
the rest."

"Did the sheep say 'Tlîank you,' papaV' ask-
ed Jini.

IlI didn't hear it," ansîvered papa. " But the
little bey's face was.shining like the suni, and I'mn
sjure he knowd wbat a blossed thing it is to help
what neods helping."

899


