OLD SPELING REVIZED T4

THE TRU CONSERVATIV.

Pruning, triming and retuching ar ever
acompaniments of growth and proges.
Our language has both grown and drifted
since erly printers in the Tudor period
selected wordforms or speling from aver-
age but variant speech of thatremote age.

ERALD readers (of Jan. 1899) wil recall
how perplext Caxton was by the dialects
of his day and his quaint but grafic story
shoing this, and how in his dilema he 80’t
counsel of a scolar, “Mayster Tokn Skelton
late created poete laureate in the vnyuer-
sitye of Oxenfored to ouersee and correcte
this sayd booke.” A century after Caxton
our wordforms apear in their first stage
of fixation with many a gh marking gut-
urals then genral (as in fought, right, eight,
night) but which hav dropt out of stand-
ard or receivd speech, tho yet herd in di-
alect. Many more exampls of antiquated
uzage cud be cited, but it istho’t suficient
to point out this clas of ded lims on our
language tree and ask is it not high time
for them and other such to be trimd and
pruned out of the way? They belongd to

the sixteenth century. This is the twen-

tieth. Acording to Tennyson

“That man 's the true conservative
Who lops the witherd branch away.”

- WHAT WE WANT.

Our German co-laborers-hav publisht a
brief statement of aims, repeated from
time to time, with heding Was W¢r Woll-
en (What we wish, What we want, What
we rdriving at). A like synopsis apewrs
necesary here, especialy as their problem
is difrent from ours,

Preliminary to revizion, it is requisit to
no what variant spelings ar in respectabl
~and good comon use that the beter of two
or more wordforms be chosen acording to
principls stated in our platform —rejected
forms to die out by disuse. W-ordlists of
such ar issued from time to time under a
self-explanatory heding, Preferd Spelings.

Revized (or Amended) Speling asumes
Preferd Spelings. To such Old Spelingas
their use produces it aplies these rules:
Ox1T nsele’ letars; CHANGE (if sounded so) d to t,
. phorghtof:let -2r denote agent-nouns.

. The speling on this page exemplifies the
result when the rules ar aplied.
- New Speling is what its name implies—
a new set of wordforms that deservs to
come intouse concurent with Revized Sp.
and gradualy supersede it just as decimal
mouney, weights and mesures wil suplant
old, irregular ways of rekoning. New
Speling is nat simpl continued extended or
developt Revized Sp., but insted is a crys-
talization about a new orthografic center.

/

Over fifty years of agitation and trial sho
that the alfabet must gro in future as in
past ages by development. Within recent
centuries three diferentials (j, u, w) hav
been adopted from two (i, v) old leters.
Like alfabetic increas by three vowel dif-
erentials solvs the problem. One of them
(v) comes from the second (U) of two u's
(u, U) long in use. Two other vowel dif-
erentials ar on the way, while thru reviv-
al of Anglo-Saxon study an old consonant
(9) is forcing itself in, wanted or not.

WHERE AR WE AT? o

Much New Speling work is done. The
sumarizing and harmonizing of haf u
century's work is now in order. The folo-
iug loom up to view: .

(7) Determining the quality of vowels
in weak sylabls. Hitherto, this has pre-
vaild: “In unaccented sylabls uze the
vowels of comon speling. unless Webster
or Worcester plainly giv adifrent sound.”
(Fonetic Teacher, June, 1883, p. 64). That.
was but provisional and hasservd its day.
* (b) Chusing the preferabl one in vari-
ant orthoepy where plank 13 wil not aply.

(¢) Determining the “linguistic habits”
of our language. The chief ones shud be
stated as definitly as platform planks. By
them, Orthoepy and Orthografy ar mutu-.
aly deducibl for most words.

(d@) Propagandism. ,

(¢) Compiling a glosary of aproved .
wordforms,and publishing a body of use-
ful literature that eyes may be acustomd
to such standard wordforms.

THE ANNUAL OF NEW SPELIN ;.

~_[This is a coverd pamflet of 16 to 40 paces. pub-
lisht evry September, at 10 ¢. each (after 1896) or
60 c. & dozen of asorted numbers. Annuals for
1838, 1839, 1899, ar about exhausted. and wil be
farnisht as parts of complete sets onlv at $2 per
set—300 pages of condenst mat r, the archives
of alfab:tic progres from 1884.]
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