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Unhappily it was net se. In the confusion
and turmoil of the Reformation we find the
saine old heresies started again, -and Soci-
nianiem called into question once more the
doctrine of the Trinity.

It je difficuit te distinguish between
Socinianisin and miodern Unitarianism.
They both agree in denying that the Son is
equat te the Father as teuching Hie God-
head, and both fali into the errors con-
coquent upon such denial. The old Se-
cinianism rofused te bolievo that the Holy
Spirit je a Person; deni"da that we inherit
the corruption of Adam's Nature; aesertdd
thiat Christ's monits censisted net in the
doath wvhich Ho died upon the Cross, but
in Ris life, Hie teaching, Rie examplo.
Soeinianisma reallyunderminos the doctrines
of the incarnation and the Atenement. If
Jesus Christ wae net God, thon the wvhole
fabric of Christîanity falis te tho ground.
Hie J3lood doos net wvash away our sîns.
Union with Him dees net inoan that we
are really partakere of the Divine Nature.
And if we are net sharers of the Divine
Nature, where je the pledgo of our imer-
tality ? In sucli a case S. Paul would have
said that ef ail mon wve are tho meet miser-
able. What the ancient Socinians tau-lit,
nmodern Unitariane hold more or lecs de-
finily. The teaching, and example of
Christ, net Hie Persan and Ris Sacrifice,
are ail important with theni. Wle may
imitate Hum ln Ris admirable life; but
we cannot be made anc with Him in any
real sence and ce be made eue 'witli God.

Thà existence of Unitarianism. warns us
that we should carefuily examine what je
aur faith. The Unitarian revolts freux
what lie thuxnks je the creed of the Churci-
inan-belief in three Gode. fie je mie-
talion, of course. But how many tiiere are
whe unconeciously think of the Fathor, the
Son, and the Holy Ghest as three soparate
Beinge, each indepondent of theo ther,
thougli acting in liarmony together!1 As a
mattet of fact, the Creede of the Churcli insist
upon the Unity-of the Godhead as fully as
any Unitanian cotidý do. ' To say there bo
three Gode or- three Lords je forbiddeu by
the Catholie religion.' With the Jew, with

the Mohammedan, with the Unitarian, the
Church aseerts that ' God is One.' Thougli
the Father ie Gocl and the Son is Ged and
the Hoiy Ghiost ie God, yet they arc not
threo Gode but one God.

The doctrine of the three distinct Persons
in one God ie a great inystery. Nor je it to
bceoxpected that creaied beinge shouid be
able te understand and mensure thoir
Maker. Ho ie past finding out. The very
ternie we use to describe Him are inade-
quate for the purpese. And se the Creed
teaches us te bow our whoie being bofore
fim and say, not we kcnow or uudorstand,
but ive iorsiiip one God in Trinity and
Trinity in Unity. *We are like the angele
in heaven, who dare net prcsuuxe to do
auglit else than cast their crowns, the gifts
of reason and affection Nwith whichliHe has
condowed them, before the Thronc, crying,
'IIoly, Hely, iioiy je the Lord of lioste!
Heavon and earth axe full of is giory.'

The Unitariaxis have tried te reason eut
whiat God intcndcd sheuld bc received
Nvith submissien-tho niystery of His own
]3eing-.

And new let us notice in cenclusien tliat,
theugcli the ]3oiug of God is a niystery, and
must romain so, te peor funite creaturce
likze ourselves, yet ftevelation bias miade
clear wliat He je te us.

The Creed reminds us that wvc believe in
God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. That is, first Nve agree with
the Deist that Ged made everything visible
and invisible. But, as Alxnighty, we be-
lieve that Ho stiil lias centrel ever the
wvorld He lias miade. Se far frein boing,
removed fromn it, fie guides and regulates
its affairs. Were Ris baud te be witlidrawn,
then ail thinge -weuldl return te the chaos
eut of which-they were brouglit.

Thon therc je the word ' Father' by
which we acknowledge ail that the Unitarian
prizes s0 highly. God je eut Fathier. We
are Ris children. Ho loves us and desires
eur happiness. He' dees more, and here
we go beyondl the Unitarian. Ho gives
His love practical effeet. Ho souds His
Only.begotten Son into the world, that thie
world threugli Hini may be saved..


