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Mz, Colby may imngine ho is purchnsing Lwhilo thoy remained, and wished a prosper-

notorioty at a very low prico, and tho gov-
ernmont may assumo that it isnono of thoir

i business whothor tho Act is abolished or

ous journcy whon thoy took their leave.
All but those wore the good old duys, 1t
was a hard life, for roads were almost im-

Distnibuted frec to every Jeweler and Hardware o, but wo very much mistake tho feeling | passable, tho conntry sparsely settled, and
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The Repeal of the Insolvent Act.

of antagonism against the Consorvative
party, who have the power, if thoy only
had tho will, ‘to give the people what thoy
desive in this matter. Tho lnsolvency Act
is ono which only direetly affects business
mon, and if they are willing and anxious (o
havo it, believing it to be for the gonoral
good, we do not. see why outsiders, whose
rights are in no way aftected by it, should
feel called on to intorfere in tho matter.
This act, which aftects business men only,
ghould be framed by business men to suit
their own views, and if they do not know

The indications are, that unless again
vetoed by tho Senato, the present session
of the Dominion Parliament will see the
last of the Ti.solvent Act. Dad as “the Act
of 1875 and amending Acts” is, it is botter
than none, and that the country will dis-
cover to its cost when once the mischief
occasioned by its ropeal has commenced.
The almost unanimous opinion of the mer-
chants in Cunada iy, that such an Actisn
necessity, and that in view of the present
| commercial situation, it would be disas-
trous fov us to go back totho position we
veeupied before the enactinent.  That the
present governmont think such an “Act” a
neeessity is quito evident. from the fact
that last year they prepared and brought
before the House an Insolvent Act of their
own. If their united wisdom had consid-

B cred tho country was better off without

such a measure they would scarcely have
gone to the trouble of preparing it.

It scems, however, that with true parti-
zan instincts thoy have doliberately sacri-
ficed their own judgment and the wolfare of
the country in the matter, in order to keep
§ clear of trouble.  There is not tho slight-
st doubt but that if the Government had
really been desirous of having their Act
I passed it would have beon done. Tho large
majority they have in the house has prov-
od its subserviency by swallowing worse
¥ doscs than any Insolvency Act could pos-

i sibly be,
Although tho Insolvent Act is sudly de-

| Creditor.

what they want, or what is best in a pure-
ly commercial matter such as this is we
hardly think it possible for them to receivo
instruction from those whoknow less about
it than they do themselves.

The Government ought to take the
trouble to learn, either through the Boards
of Trade, or by communicating with mer-
chants, the general views upuntho subject.
When onco they had these they could have
butlittle difficulty in framing an act which
would be acceptable alike to debtor and
The Toronto Board of Trade
has presented the Government with a
memorinl setting forth the dangers which
will be caused by the repeal of the present
act; this has been signed by nearly all
tho leading merchants of this city, and
ought to convinee the Governor if such
proof wero necessary, that the mercantile
community do not look upon this subject
in tho same light as do the membeors of the
present Parliament.

It is to bo hoped that if Mr. Colby's Bill
passes its third reading in tho Commons,
the members of the Senate will have the
courago to strangle it again.  If they do
they will deserve-well of their country.

Commercial Travellers.

A quarter of a century ago ¢ commeor-
cinl travellers were a sort of rara avis,
to-day they are ono of the recognized in-

‘of the moreantilo classes of the Dominion , hotel accommodation not of the vory
{1t itdoes not provoko a vory strong fecling highest ordor, but in spite of these disad-

vantnges it had its bright side, goods wore
hard to get and ensy tosoll, necounts, though
fow, woro sufo, and travellers and their cus
tomers wero friends and not unfrequontly
boou companions in something clso than
business, To day the teavoller accupios u
very difterent position. Ilo is no longor
uncommon, indeed 8o numerons has the |
tribe becomo and so assiduously do they
cultivate their customors that thoy have
almost come to be considered a necessary
nuisance, Their namois ** legion,” for they
ave many. ‘They aro no longor welcomed
as jolly companions, and their coming and
going has becomo so common as to be a
matter of perfect indifferenco to the mer-
chants with whom they transuct business.

If, however, commereial travellors have
lost their socianl status with their cus-
tomers, they havevastly improved in othor
respects,

The teaveller of to-day is a man of men,
shrowd, quick-witted, a good judge of
human nature, well up in business, eduen.
ted, gentlemanly, and thoroughly mastor of
himself; he is in every thing pertaining to
business head and shouldors above his
prototype of a quarter of a century ago.,

And just in proportion as tho class of
mon have improved, so haveo they influenced
the direction of trade; they have great
opportunities and grave responsibilities
resting upon them, and as a rule they aro
fully ~qual to tho requiremonts. Tho fact
that they are so universally emploved
proves conclusively that they are an out-
growth of commereinl necessity.  Thoreis
not 2 wholesale houso of any size that does
not employ one or more travellers in ordor
to benefit their trado. Indeed it may bo
protty safely said that the bulk of the
trade of Canada is in the hands of our com.
mercial travellers, and merchants who want
ecither to build up a now business or con-
serve an old ane, are bound to employ
them.

Soveral of our leading wholesale houses
held out against them for years, and tried

tective in its construction, the principlo, stitutions of the country, and the wheels in their advertisements to make capital out
of commerco would move very slowly of tho fact that ¢ they employed un travellers,”
without them. In those good old days but they have since vealized that they wore
their advent was looked forward to by the! behind the spirit of the age and have fallen
merchants with whom they did business|{regularly into line, and are now trying to
as one of tho events of 1he season; they|outdo their competitors by sending out tho
were welcomed when they came, feasted ! best equipped travellers in the country.

E porvading it is a just one, viz., “That when
a dealer becomes an insolvent his eslate
§ should bedivided amongst his creditors, pro
rata.” Take away this principle and you
at onco open the way for roguery of every
description.



