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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

Hlarket Reports.

TORONTO.
Mrom Our Oun Correspondent.

FzB. 9.~ Trade, considering tho severo
woather of the past two weeks, has boen fair;
wholosale dealers, in fact, have been able to
disposo of the greater part of their stocks as
{aat as it came in by rail. More espocinlly has
this been the case in regard to cutting up and
Yetter, 1} in. and 2 in., miich more of this class
of Jumber could bu disposed of if it could be
obtained. Enquirics from the west have come
in freely sinca the present month opened.
Beveral American buyers havo also put in their
appearance lately, but as predicted in somo of
my previous letters, we have nothing to sell of
the clams of lumber they require. Everything
in the sbapn of good cuts and better is shipped
oat from the mills and factory men will have
to keop their dry kilns in operation until the
new stock is in fit condition to ship.

4t is generally conceded that the outlook for
the spring trade is good, although brick building
! cannot be pushed forward until late in the
! spring, as bricks are entirelv run out, aad
¢ builders will bave t« wait until the first kilus
! are burat.

{ ‘Tho largerpart of tho wholesale dealors have
f: taken a stepin the right dircction by resolving
B! not to break up car loads. This will jsive the
! retail men a much better chance and the whole-
+ sldjmen will be betier off at the end of season
1 Car load lots when piled off by the track side
i and broken up rarely hold out in messurement
! and sometimes disappear entirely, perhaps not
1 in all cases by direct theft, but hauled away by
k' mistake for other lumber, but unfortunately the
+ mistake is rarely found out and rectified. Retail
_men also have hitherto been able to get parts of
» cars, but under the present rule if they desire
. any part of a car load thoy will have to pur-
' chase the entire load in order to obtain the par-
B’ ticular portion they desire. It only remains
R for the wholeeale men to go a step further azd
lot the retail mea do the entire trade with the
i consumer. There would bo nothing lost by

prosguenpuparampeaurcs | Cguira. > T~ TV

2 of lumber would be disposed of aund in a moro
lil/ satiafactory way, aud the retailers by reszon of
" 4 betser trade, or more of it, would bo in better
i shape to meet their engagements with wholc.
[+’ sale men,
¢ Prices remain at the vardsabout the same,
P! exoept on dressing and better plank, the latter
‘ will cormmand from £3.00 to $4.00 per M above
4 former quotations, owing, of courss to its pre-
\ ‘sent searcity,  Bill stuff will likely advance S0
:conts per N with the opening of tho spring
work, this being the advanoo now on car lead
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' From Oar Owa Corresponcoml.
R. ¥s». $—The chief lumbermen of this dis-
F brict are awakening to the fact that therois
domnpatition in the Eald which will havoa ten-

F dency o reduce their profits and curtail their

operations in no inconsiderable manner. I
refer to the export of unsawn lumber {rom the
Nipissing and Lake Superior scction to tho saw
mills in Michigan. Ihad a talk with soveral of
tho prominent men in the trade on this subject,
and they give it as their opinion that unless an
oxport duty is placed on all crudo lumber taken
out of Canada their prospects will bo seriously
crippled. **Wo don’t object,” £aid ono well
known Ottawa river lumberman, ‘‘to Amori-
cans, or American capital coming in here, for
the moro monoy comes in the bottor for the
country, but we do strongly object to these men
ooming in hero, cutting logs and exporting thew
to their mills on the other side, without paying
ono cent into tho revenue of the country, while
the lumber which we oxport wo have to pay a
high duty on. This 18 uufair to us and we
shall do all in our powor to bring this matter
beforo parlinment as soon as convenicnt after
the session vpens, The way things stand now
wo aro materially handicapped, and I think the
Dominiou Government should place an export
duty of 83 per “housand fcet on all crudo lum-
ber shipped ot of the Dominion.  For some
tine past Michigan millownors have been
quietly buying up untouchod timber limits on
the Nipissing and Lake Superior section with a
view to supplying their mills, Their own for-
ests are thinned out, and iooking around for
new fields they have selected the soctions I have
named on account of their convenience. Several
of theso American companics have already
secured valuable limitson the \Whanapitao river
alone, and own hundreds of miles of territory
over which they can operate. One of these
companies, the Emery Lumber Company, have
& very large limit on the atream referred to, and
a0 now putting out logs to the number of 70,-
000, As tho stream is particularly casy of
driving no difiiculty will be oxperienced in
getting them into Goorgian Bay. Tho company
have had two barges specially constructed for
the transportation of theso logs. Theso barges
will bo 500 fcet long and 50 wide, and will bo
loaded with an endlesa chain, similar to that
used in a saw mill. The motive power will bo
supplied by a small engine. The deck of these
bargos will be clevated, and on arriving at the
Bay City booms the sides of the barge canbe
lowered s0 that tho process of unloading can be
done very expeditiously. XEach of thoso barges
are capable of carrying from four to fivo thous.
and logs in one cargo. This process,” continued
the lumberman, “gives them a great advan.
tage. Wo have to drivo our logs and other
timber for hundreds of miles, construct costly
improvements for the purpors of forwanding
the work, and oven then run the risk of having
the logs stuck and our capital lying idle for a
year, whilo thcso American firmos are cortain of
gotting theirlogs to the eaw, and atan carly
datoin tho season. This, with their not paying
any export duty, gives them sn unfair advan-
tage over us which should be remedied, and we
are bound to bring all the pressurv we canon
the Government to protect the native industry
of the Ottawa Valley. If these nen erccted
mills on their limits and sawed the Jumber here,
giving cmployment to Canadian labor and
makiag a market for Canadian producc, it
would be all right cnough. But tostripour
forcats of their best timber, and pay nothing
for the privilege, savo the price for the limit, is
asking toomnuch.”

The feeling is very strong amonget the Ottawa
river lumbermen just now on this quustion, and
most likely the Dominion Parliamnent will be
called upon to deviro & schemo whereby the
lumber industry may bo protected againat for
cign competiticn.

——— et
WINNIPEG.

Tho Commercial says:—There has Leen no
factur of any kind to induce a movement in
this trada.  No building operations aro leing
gono on with a* present, and there is no appar
cat disposition to anticipato wants for the
future.  Consequently busineas in dead, so far
a8 any prosont movement is concerned  Some
shipments were made to tho new stations
along the lately constructed railway linns, but
theso are now about gupplied. Thoe next move
will probably be townrds Tar weetern pointe
whero the building sesson commences consider

ably earlicr than in Manitoba,

LIVERPOOL.

Tho Timber Trades Journal of Jan, 30th
uays :—With tho exception of tho intorest creat.
ed by tho public sales of this week, the trade
has ovidently relapsed into tho same dreary
groove in which it ran so long last ycar, and
from the general run of conversation thero
is not likaly to be any matorial change iu it for
somo time to como,

Lnporters do not seem disposed to contract
for cargoes to arnivé, and it is prouable that
sellers will oxperienco quito as great difficultios
as they havo already dono in placing future
supplics upon the market.

Thero is a goncral'opinion’amonget tho leading
merchants and baukers that some signs of im-
provement in trade are discernible in America,
and as ruch o movement is not unfrequently
followed on this side, thero may be bettertimea
in store for us at no distant date, but tho timb-
or trndo is generally the last to participate in
any upward movement.

Then again, this market is likely to be fully
supplied with pitch-pino and spruce during the
coming season, which with the sufficient stocks
on hand, will tend to keep prices down to a Jow
level. If your neighborsin Blanchester could
only get their Ship Canal scheme floated and
their sct works going, we should, no doubt,
participato in the genoral spending of the mon-
oy, as & considerablo quantity of timber of one
kind or another will necessarily be used during
and in it construction. At present, however,
the necessary funds do not scem to be forth
coming with that rapidity its sanguine promo-
tera expected. Many of your roaders will be
a.quainted with tho old-established timber
yard of the late firm of Messrs. Thomas Bryde
and Son, of Grenvilie Street, in this city,which
wosceis to be sold by tender, including the
and goodwill. It has been carried on for about
threc-quarters of a century, and 18 well koown
in the Nortk and Midland districts for its high
reputation in wainscot, mahogany, and other

furniture goods.
P NS —

LONDON.

The Timnber Trade Journal of Jan, 30th says,
The gathering at Messrs. Churchill & Sims’sale
on Wadnesday last was ono of the largest that
wo havo scen this year, the regular London trade
being augmented Ly a good sprinkling of county
buyers, who, however, by the few provincisl
names that wo recognise opposite the prices,
camo with the cxpectation of getting what they
wanted at much lower prices than actually roled.
Not that prices took a high rango; on the con.
trary they wera on tho same depressed scalo to
which we havo so long become accustomed, and
which the news of transfer of power from the
Royal Commission on Trado to the party pledg.
«d to internal reforms is hardly likely to assist.
Tho chiof attraction on tho firet day was the
Quebec pine, and the red descriptions, ex Persia
wo consider sold remarkably well.  The yellow
pino was not particularly choice, and the 2nds
bright 2in., ex Suffolk we reckon realized fully
what they wero worth,  Tho 1st boards ex Flor.
ida, a transhipment at £2510s. and £29, wo can-
net find much fault with on tho score of value,
though the current price for similar description
direct fromn Quebee to thedocks standsat £3210s
which holders experience no difficulty in obtain
ing. Itiakesall thedifference whether goods
of this high class have been yeked over or not,
Tho parcel in the Weat India Docks, ex Kalliope
13 ft. Lest regulars, for rather fresh gonds of
this kind 1sts arc now realising £28, and 2nds
£19; 30 that tho aale-buyer fter all has very
sittlo pull. .

Tinber sald rather low ; the squire pine logs
33 ft. long and upwards being knocked down to
ono buyer at 75s. per load is not 30 bad consider-
ing the slacknoss of tho demand and the quan
titics in thodock ponds.  Waney also was cheap
at i5a. 1o 378 6J.  Ash and ¢lm prices also han
monise with the dull atate of trade, and show
N0 TECOTCTY.

Uleaborg geodsare generally well represented
i1 Messrs Churchill & Sims’ sales, but on Wed.
nesday the parcels offered were almost entir. ly
batien sizes.  Tathwood secms to rally, and
mos? of the Jots submittnd reached £3 55

Flooring waa active, inch being particularly
s0, but the reocorded pricos do not show much
benifical result, 1st Christiania yellow 1x¢ fall

ing at 92 6d., and Srd Soderham red at 7s. 3d.,
whilo a lot of Sundswall of this quality, J.A E.
mark fetched only 6s. 6, There are plenty of
biddors at a prico ; you sco a crowded room and
&n apparent anxivty to secure what isoffered,
but if you happen to ask an scquaintance why
hostopped short at a low figure when another
8d, would have t» socure the goods—~the invari-
ably answor is, * Lot them go; I don't want
them.” Thoy attend to buy in the hopes of
gotting something they may have a call for
much under value, not bacause they ure short
of tho stock they bid for. All aro not like this
but that uudoubtedly is the position of the ma-
jority of the trade.

Thursday’s sale fell very fiat ; there wasnoth®
ing like the attendance of the previous day, and
the bidding 1 +ked spirit throughout. Perhaps
when the flocring was submitted thore was a
little more lifo imparted to tho sile, but prices
ruled low throughout. There 7as the same
readiness to secure the lots going but only at &
low limit, which biddersvery seldom excesd. It
was plain that the bidding was not stimulatod
byany actual want of the stuff, and had no
backbone in it.

GLASGOW.

The Zimber Trades Journal of Jan., 30th,
says :—A cargo of teak timber at Grewnock is
tho principal arrival we have to note for the
weak ; other wood imports consisting of small
parcels of staves &c., ot Glascow per ateamers.
Two auction sales have taken place, one of log
timber, chiefly at Greenock, and the other at
Glasgow, the goods offered consisted of deals,
and also included soms Yeymouth birch timber
for which, howerer, there were e bidding.
Notes of prices is appended ; a quiet demaad
was experienced at theso eales, and of the goods
offered only a amall portion was sold.

For a number of the lots withdrawn their was
bidding, which, howover, did not come up to a
figure acceptabls to the brokers; thore were
some sales made aftorwards privately.

The transactions publicly at the aale of deals
hero were chiefly Miramichi pine deals, the
stock of which, as is well known, is comparative.
1y low.

ATCTION SALES,

On 21st inst., at Greenock, Mesars, Allison

Cousland & Hamilton, brokers :—

perett
Qucbee naney boardwood s d.
53 cub. {t. av, per log 18
Quebec square boxwood (Ist clase)—
49 ctb, ft.av, per log 110
Quet 20 Yellow pino—
& b, ft.uv, per log 13}
759, 698 1t 11}
Quebeo red pine—
35 cub, f2. av. per Jog 10}
3]& . “ 1 “
Quebee ash—
31 cnb. f4 av. per log 1
Hewn pitch pine—
17 logs 1,852 ¢, 1t
Quebec 13t yellow ploe deals—
11083 L. exs3 20
Qucbec 19t yellow plae deal ends—
T&8 it nIxs 24
Quebee 1t yellow pine deals—
<313 TN8x3S 22
5% /20xS 2138
Quebee 4th yellow pine deal ends~
dto8 L. NI 01t

On 20th last, at Glaagow, Mossrs, Humber, She
& Co., brokers ==

Per
Nichigan It plne deals— r's
14 {t. 14/16x3 3
Miramichl, N, B, pine deals~—
Utost it 113 0.9
12&13° N x3 o1y
1011 %3 011
20 to 2 ¢, 10x3 010
&1 9x3 [}
wen ox3 010
10t 2" §x3 o
15 28 T3 0
WA T3 [+]
12 xS 0
Wwen- Tx3 ]
Miramlchi spruce doals~
18 ¢ 2¢ f¢t. 1Ixs 010
§t, Johr, N. B, spruoe doals——
19t 1xs 0108
1. ox3 o
9t0 10 9x3 oo
Wermouth hemulock deals—
104017 1. o

0x3




