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‘I'onosto, Nov. 10, 1851, l
Dzax Mn. Eviror,
The present state of things in Ircland can- |
not fail 10 interest usail.  Assuredly the hand of |
Providence has been seen in over-ruling events ;
ot differentand in some respects opposite charace
ters,  To check the progress of Popery, and to f
advance the cause of true rehigion, ** Kirwan™ has
been lately visiting his native tand, and the pub.
lieation of his lettees in Scotlond and Ireland,
with additional illusuations from his own pen,
muast tend to good 3 winle we may expect from
that able cliampivn of truth, some additions of no
ordinaty characier to the large services he has
already rendered to the Protestant cause. Permit
me to request insertion of the following able ar.
ticle {rom & late number of the Glasgow Scot-
tish Guardian, envitled * Hope for lreland.”

~ Quae almost sees in it the graphic pea of Kirwan
himself: —

“ HOr'E FOR IRELAXD.

“ That great movement which James the VI,
oemmenced more than two centuries ago in the
north of Ireland, now rapidly progresses through-
out the entire arcx of the sister island. “F'he
-eyes of the public are at length becoming open to
the cauee of Ircland, and everywhere Romamam |
fs flecing before the sicady approach of mental |
and spititeal frecdom.  ‘Fhose who are sumci-’
ently enlightened throw off at once the haied
fetters of Popery, those who are not, turn their
becks upon a country winch offers them no hope
of sustcaance. With minds and bodies bowed
down beneath tb. grinding influrnce of a debas. |
ing superstitiva, the unsesable inhahitants of the
soath and west feel their utter inability to com.
pete_with their uneathralled compatriots of he
porth of Ireland. The struggle for existence 13
to them as uncqual, as beiween the cfforta of a
chained eaplive and a free man. To quit their
pative land is, however, casier than 1o quit ther
‘ruinous superstition, and hence they eck on the
other side of the Atlautic, a remedy fur evils
which exist_in Ireland only 80 long as Popery
there finds shelter. It is woise than ndiculous, it
isabeolutely inpious, 10 aprak of the differences
of race as origiuating the contrart thown by she
provinces of Ulster and Connaught.  Is it hkely
that, Unerring” Visdom has awarded an unduc
privilege’ to the Saxon over the Celt, or that He
who said 1o the whole huan family # Go fonh
and proeper,” has laid an interdict upon the Celue
mﬁl‘yl The Celt, such as lic iy, differs 1a
wolhing from the Saxon cxcept in natters equally

ject to the control of both. Romauism has
javariably desolated every country in which it
has established its vampire fangs.  Amidst cvery
kind of soil, climate and people, it has checked
indastry, discouraged knuwledge, and retarded or ¢
obatsucted advancemeat. The existence of Po-
_and national prasperity are incompatble
ooaditions, which can no more be combined than
$re and water. If, then, the Celt bas clung wizh
insane tenacily to a benumbing supersiition,
which, like that of Juggernaut, grinds ite devotces
0 the very carth, can we feel surprised that lie
should 1ake on the aspect of a crushied and de-
ed being! Bu: thisis not because he is a

it, mor because he labours under any constitue
tional defect s a man. It is because his mental
and_physical powers have been meamerized by
Popery. tle has been taught that the influence
‘of the priest is supeshuman, and therefire he ree
lies na priest-craft, and not upon himeclf, as
the only source of relicf from pressing diffi-
colty. To conciliate the cunning agents of Rome

'hv will stop short at noing, for his iguozance

HOPE FOR IRELAND, |

Calevel with the much-hated Saxon, as it would

has tenteied perecption of cume imposible, ex.
cept the terntic cannmahity of displeasiog b pest,
We may segret the infatunted foily of such an
individual, but 1t 1s not su human nature to movrn
over hus departuce from w soil which he hasime-
poverished, and hrom a country whose chorcest
Liessing he fias peeverted 1o the most diggeaceful
wses  Inthe wald pramnes of Amcaca there are
soitudes i which he will be competied to rely
on Ins own intellect and esertivns—there, too, lie
will have nothing o excre the cupudny of that
socral wolf which has rumed han i the land of
his fthers—hie will be free alike Trom the extore
tion and intermeddlng of the priest, and proba. |
bly come in tune to consult that fHoly Volune, |
whuch, though lus best inliesstance, has latherto |
been withheld fram . “Ulus waid place o on |

have done, had it been permitted i Ireland.— |
Thus Awerica may gan a useful cinzen, und

Great Baain be fieed from a bigoted and prest-
ridden pauper.  But® everytlung  wilt depend
ujon the absolute and urcondittonal cessation of ;
priesidy” influence over the minds of those Irish
cmigeants, otherwise deardy may the United
States rue the day she sheliered them vpon her
shores. A wholes ane system of diffusion alune
can prevent the anack of the Papal harpy. Our
trans- Athantic kinsmen know alresdy what it is
10 have an Irish quarter in a eay, but what would
this be compared with ar Irish colony, with its
eahghtened Cuollen, or docite McHale?  For
Great Bmain there iy nothing 1o dread in this
emigration furar bot the risk of its dying away.
With the United States, however, the case is
very different; for although the arrivals have
gradually been swallowed up and logt in the
motley population there existing, yet pow the
numbers will greatly anterfere with this diffusive
punciple, aud the formation of an American Cone
naught is quite within the mnge of human pro-
babibty.  As tegards Irefand the most chicenng
prospect scemi developing itself.  Englisimen
und Scotchmen are ocenpying the favourable po-
siion which lIrish apathy znd ignorance have |
ataudoned.  Protestantism is thrusting forthy the

Ann-Christian maclunations of Rome into lhc:
Atlanuc, and gaming a daily triumph at the ex-
pense of us opponents.  Spiritual kuawledge and
freedom are exteading through districts Ltherto §
given over to the dathest saperstition, and indus-
try i3 riving from the sleep of ages, like a ginnt re-
freshed and ready to begin histoil. P’roudly, too,
stands the Province of Ulster, as a guaide and bea-
conto light us to the haour of safety. Far
from looking upon lreland with disnay at this
Jjuncture, we never hefore saw in lier con lition
=0 much of the clemen:s of hopeful preaperity

The heary clouds of Popery are dispessing, and
the radiant light of Gospie! tenth is veginning 10
dawn, even upon the mud habitation of her poors
est peasantry.  Wane and famine and misery
have demonsizated cven 10 theae, the lintle influ-
ence which Romish priestieeaft has in altering the
deeeees of Provideace.  Viiw have learns in the
bitter school of experience that Ileaven grants
not favours to unclean hands,and that they them-
sclves in human suffering requite wo 7 aring and
buisterous bigot like him of Tuam v secure for
them the merciful consideration of Omaipotcaze.
ifc by whom the sparrow’s fall is not unnoticed
Lotk sces and comprshiends their wants and ne-
cessiies.  Who, then, shall designate the late
blight and famine a curse or an iufliction, ~hen
1ts prohable reanlt may be the salvation of a peo-
ple ing many millionsl What if 1hat
mysterious disease which swept away the whole
food of a nation, swept away alio the power of
the sprritual incobos which made the nation a
byc-word and a scora to humanity? We com.
mend the skilland judgment of the surgeon who
removes A ncinber to prezesve the health of the
entire bedy, and shall we dare to murmur at a
dispensation which promises so much good at so
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l sminll 2 cost ?
, ant productiveness of lreland are 1o well knowa
.10 require mote than a passing remark, and the
»time ts eingularly propitious for the investment

.13 an honour to the human race; sod i
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‘I'he natural resources and abund.

cither of monty or ekill in that countzy. The
estates of the large proprietors are rapidly passing

L into AngloSaxon hauds, those already transfesred
by the Eocumbered aates Comumissioners, eXe

ceeding three and a-hatl millions stetling in pre-
sent matket value,  As fast as Irish proprictors

“and fanners selinguizh their lands, English and
- Srotch capitalists fill in the void places, aud
aluadance of uenve aud enterprizing agriculturists

show themselves ready 1o occupy.  The openin

for missionary lubourers is also clear and defined,
but hiherto thiz important point has received
nothing hke the care and attention which it mer-
us. ‘T'he unhappy feud of Saxon and Celt is

; not confined, unfortunately, to the poor and ig-

norant—its influence extends to vehgion which
vught to be beyond the reach of jealous and une- -
worthy feclings., A spiriially enlighlenedrchlel
t

name of an Iridhman has become synonymous
with many of the: worst traits of our natwre, it
is hut a proof of the demoralizing effect of the
Romish doctrine, which has pervested a highly
endowed and talented people into a race of mur-
derers, open-day assassing, and perjurers; and
transformed a lovely and productive island into &
famine-stricken Jazar-house, and focus of rebel-
lion and dizcontent.  Now, when the popular faith
of Popery is on the chb, is the time to Jiffuse teli-
ajous intellizence, and obliterate this imaginary
distinction of races by uniting the whole in the
fold of Christ.”

Mr. Editor, if not too long, msay 1 request in-
sertionalso of the following imporiunt statements
from = late number of the London Times :— °

«In the fiery school of adversity the clergy of
the Protestan: Church: of Ircland bhave unlearat
the mdulenice o} happicr days, and applied them-
selves 2o the work of charity and instruction with
a spitit wonhy of their high and holy calling.
[a muny cases they were the channel through
which the Government relief was distributed ; in
many others they gencrously supplied the wants

¢ of the people from their own atienuated mesos,

The extreme preiensions of the Uliramotane
panty, and their avowed hostility to sctolar ed-
ucation, have .disgusted a lively and -intelligent
natian, at length made aware of the valae of
knowledge, and posscssing necoli® facilities for
its acquistion. The result of these concurrent
causea, probably of some others which time and
investigation may- yet hring to light, has been
the weakening of priestly influence precisely at
the moment when 1t assuined 1o be most pow-
erful, and the humbiaung discovery that thoee
who are boasting of the retarn of Catholic Eng-
land within the sphere of Papal and planetary
iofluence are not only unable to make any im-
pression  hete, but cannot even retain the hold
which they have for centuries posemed over the
popular mind in Ircland. It seems naw pretty
clear that something like 2 new reformation is
taking p'aze in the province of Connaught. Wa
were uawiiling hastily to give credence 10 the
ruticrous statements which reached we on this
sabject, because we are well aware how readily
maukind mistake their hopes for their accome
plishment, upoa what slight evidence such asser-
tions are ofien made, and how eaxy it is for thoee
smacquainted by practical expericnce with ihe
Irish character to obnin information apparently
trustwothy, but really concocted for the purpose
of meeting the views which they are believed %o
entertain,  Nedher did it escape us that, in time
of genersl calamity, relief, however trifling, might
he  sufficient to procure ajparent proselytes,
whose counterfeit zeal might readily be mistaken
for real conviction. ‘This is the heartiess system
of pecuniary proselytism, 10 which Dr.. Cclien
points, in the address of the Catholic Defencs



