
Rienfars an t1ue Elder's Office.

te subject of fture inquiry ; as aiso the question wvhefher, il'
succession ln office were a part ofthe Christian Instituion, suich,
ait unbroken series could he found as would assure us tliat any
mnan living has the grace of official power wvhich once dwelt, iii

Pee.For, fromn the Bisliop's chain,
-' 1%ha lever Iiniic yoiL slrd.ke,

Tenth, or* fen&-hoit.a7idIk, breaks lie cliain alike. "
1 will iri my neNt go morc into the details of' the tract before me.

WVith every sentiment of esteem and bunevolence, 1 have
the honor to be your obedieiit servant, .CM BL

Mardi 31, 1835.

ON THE ELDEW'S OFFICE.

No. 1.

GENERAL RL«,IdARIS.

Tt ias been îvith rnany sincere and intelligent believers, a
tiatter of' complaint and of regret, tlîat ouir Baptist Chiurchies iii
these Provinces, ir, somne respects, entertain, and act on inis-
taken, viewvs respecting the Eliders, or- paistoral office ; whic> are
opposed te their scriptural order and edification. The expedi..
ency of now considering tliis subjeèt, sems to be called for, anîd
the nature, and justness of their comiplaints, seerns te he illustra-
ted, by the followihg statistical sketch of the Baptist Clitrches i.i
New-Brunswick-, contained in a wbell wriltefi, and otlierwise in-
tL>resting accounit of tlïir iast Association, in the Christian MTes-
senger of' the 18tlh inst. It seates, that, '< many of the churches
of' this province are feeble, aiid rnnny of theru are vvithouf pas-
tors. Tite whole riumber of' Baptist Ministers ini New-Brrîns-
%vick, may perliaps, be set down nt 25. The numrbur of thre
Ch urelies in ttie Mintites is 40-MWembers about 2 100. " This re-
port may bse assurrned as applicable teouta other Associations,
(according te the làst Nova-Scotia Minutes,) their numbers being
63 Churches, 37 Ordained MXinisters, and 5328 Members.

These are rnelancholy facts, as to the defectiveness,and ivant
oi'scriptural order, and of stated teachiiig,. ini semany Chutrchies,
,%'ho proi'esr; to make Apostolic precept, or examiple the only war-
rant for their order, ordinances, and wvorslrip; and w!ho miglit con-
sequently be expecte1 te exhibit themselves in these respects, as.

nodels of the churches recorded in: the New Testament.
Suircly it cannot be inexpedient, or inconsistent with the ex-

ercise of Christian charity, and only for the sake of truth, tobnsti-
tule the enquiry, whelher the ver;' opposite staie of tlings, im-'


