
stiîl romain unsettled. ]3csides, as a union in ioui-
ncss is as nccessary for ti~ Churcli of God, ni. ini
trutiî we iiiight as reasonably cxpcct ant impeccable as
an infahlible spirit, tlic protenders to iich have beexi
se notoriolusly vicious and vilq that we nifay justiy
say that if sieh a spirit had indeod cx*stcd amiong
theni it iras titfitly lodgcd la tue uiidst of snob liorrid
impurities, nnd did no more becoin thlîei tlîan ai
joivel of gold in a swinc's snut. But %wc pnss on to
inquirc.-1st, ivliat a union we are net to Cxpct,-
2nd, '%hîaýt union actually exista among ail livingý
Chrisians,-3rdl, what union ivc are further to look
and helle for. lst, WVc aretfnot to expect thînt al
sball agrcc iii the sanie incasure of knovlcdge, and,
as tlie consequence, an identihy of apprehiension.
Every man tlîat thixîks dilrcrercntly froni another,
does se eithier tmuly or falscly; and on wickh side
seever thec error lies, tliere lies se much ignorance;
and îvhiist here we aIl know but in part. XN)r eau
we reasuîadbly c.epet that ail ivili attaiti to the saine
pitch iii lolines, no ene more spiritual and hîeavcnly
than anutlicr; Pur i i ail feel the sanie sensations
of di.-ine pIeatiure, the saine motions of holy and
spiritual affecctions, dclight and joy, rnuch of iich
may dcpcnd on bodily temperament, in Nvhieh it is
obviously in vain to seck for uniformity, as it is aise
in rank, urder, station, and wvork-,vliue, if indecd it
existed, it %wuuld not bc the perfection of union, but
the union of imperfection. Such a union thon, we
are net te expect. But, 2nd, Certainly there is
among ail siuîccre and living Christians sucli a union
as t..at whereof I amn now discoursing-a union in
thoso grent ami substantiai things rcfcrrcd to inP!Epb.
4 . 3, -1, ihich, having been aoticcd before, may
bo brifly suinined np es follows :-Christ is the head
of bis bodj-, the Chureli ; ail the members of t'his
body do froia him partake of tlîat ouc and the saine
spirit; it is Uce -çlio lias opened heaven te tliom-
irlie bas broughit, life and immortaiity te lighh before
their eycs; tbicy arc caled by bint in tbat one hoe
of tlîcir calling. Ile is the Mediator of that covenant
of redemption which comprchlends tlîem ail. It is
Ilc that malices and rcstiores and re-unites tlîcm te
Goa> and sets ail tbings riglit betwcen Ilum and theni;
hiercin is the suin of their union. Greathlas been the
controvcrsy about the distinction of the essontiais
and extra esseatials of Christianity. But lot mon
cavil as long as thcy wii, it Nvouid manifcstiy bo a
most absurd thing to deny tlîc distinction, f',r te such
a eue 1 îvould say, which part of the distinction
would you dcny,-thnt Chistiauity lias ossential parts,
or that it lias extra erîiparts? If it lias noeos-
sentini parts it lins ne beiung, for certainiy tbat is
nothing te wlîiclx nothing is essential ; and te say
that there are ne extra essentiai parts is te say that a
man cannet bie a Christian uaiess lie knows every
thing of truth and ptunctuaily, performs every thing
ef duty, wliether hoc undcrstnnds it or net; which is
like say-ing he could net bc a Christian unless lie
ccrtainiy did knew the meaning of tlie number six

hundrcd and sixty-six, and a thousail difficult pas-
sages of scripture besides. Thîis then is in elfect to
denyv (lie existence both of Christianity 'itsolf and of
Chiristians theinselves ; for it mnust be obvions that if
thc systoin bas noibing csscntiiil it lias no being, and
also that no Clîribtian knows and does every thing
that bo]ongs to the Christian religion. l'le Apostie
givcs us a suinmary of Cbristian doctrine and prae-
tice, 1 Cor. 8: G :I "te uis tiierc is but one God, the
Fatiier, of whomw are all tlîings, and wc iii lim ; and
one Lord, Jcstis Christ, and wc by Iim,"-wlcre we
have the great object upon which religion terminates
-God considercd as the end and Christ the tuoediater,
the ivay te that end, whilst in Mat. 28 .19, we are
pointcd to the Father as thec end, the Son as the way,
and tic Spirit as the grcat principle of life and citer-
gvy, roving souls towardî tha, end tlîroughi that ivay.
lu these things ail sincere Christians unite and agrec.
Yet, 3rdly, it should be lamcentcdl that wvitlî this union,
there is still mucli disunion-sucli as ishighily dishon-
orable to.God, scaîîdalous befloro thcworlfn. and a most
gricvoks obstacle 'to the lîaîpiness and prrnýperity oftho
Chîurclî, ns mighit hoe the case ini a livinîg man,-tie
seul and body stili united, and the sovorail parts, but
ail in a most languishing condition, apd nigh unto
dcath, and it mnay bc, one member fadhing foui of
aniuther. The union wc shîould expect, pray for, and
aim at, is that for wvhicli the Lord Jequs Fe eïirnestly
prayed, and is also preîniscd ini Jor. 32 and 39; to
effect which tliere mîust bc a pouring forth, of the
Spirit copiously, to subdue'and atteniper the souls of
men to the mind of Christ, ra'ising thoir minds to
lighcr and. nobler aims in seeking to know and do
bis %vill, se that self-wiil and tîje more love of party bc
not as it now is among profcssing Christians, the corn-
mon ruie; but eacb airning ho %valk in the steps and
imbibe the spirit that was in tlie Lord Je.--,-, endea-
voring ho walk by tlie saine rule and mind the saine
tbings, may bo assured that if in any thing tlîey bo
othcrwise minded (or stili doficient, wlîich is hero
implied) God shall reveal even tîxis tinte thein.

COMMUNICATED DY Q. Q., PICKEING.

For Ille Gospe1 Tribune.

TIE POPULAR RESOLVE.
nAnd the people said, nay, but %c lviII han'e a king- ovcr us."

Such was the pcromptory reply of the eIders of
lsrael te the prophet Samuel; aîter iistening te the
solcmn protest whieh the Lord cominissioned bis ser-
vant to enter against their folly and infatuation in
demanding a king to rule over thein. ]?oolish peo-
ple, says the vecrable prophet, thus. te roject tho
Lord frorn boing your king and prex'er to bitu a king
who ivill takejour sous and your daughters, an.d
your fields and your vinoyards, and your olivcyaf'ds,
and your flocks ; and do ivith them. as lie listetli 1
Dcpcnd upen it, infatuahed people, in the day ivlien
your o.yes arc opencd to sc your foily you will lainent
bitterly because of the king whicih yc shall have
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