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themn to ovor, iuc' foiintais~ of iva- read, "lCorne unto me all ye that
tors of life.-Tkcodo-e z. Guy/cr-, labor and are heavy laden, and I
D.D. jril givo you rest ;" and then in

-'~~ almost the very last verse, just as
THE INVITAT1IONS 0F TIIE the Divine Author was closing the

BIBLE. book, resting under its very seal as
1 have longy thought that the real GOD's farewell message to a ruined

beauty and swNectness Of the Bible Iworld, we find that broad, all-corn-
lies in its invitations. iEvery page prehiensive invitation, "The Spirit
is loaded witti thcrn in sonie forrn and the bride say, Cerne, andi let
or other. There is an invitation for hii that heareth say, Corne; and
every class and condition of bul- let birn that is athirst, Corne; and
manity, and for every scene and wvhosoever will, let hiça tîîk1e the
circurnstance in life, and to every water of life freely,"- as though GOD
invitation is appleudedl a 1)re- %vas loth to quit the pleasant taskç of
cious promise. The whole Bible revealing, hirnself to men, and had
inay bc sumrned up in one word, p)atis-d to rernind them of ail the
"Corne!" The entire book is orily kiud invitations lie had previously
a letter of invitation addressed to gr.iven, endeavoriiig to compress
wvayward children, urigiing, thcr toï theru into one.
corne home to a Father s liotie Thus the invitation, "Corne," is
and to a Father's heari.. Th~e l)re- 1echoed through the entire Bible.
cepts of the Bible are intended toi0 One page borrowvs it fîom another,
cal! attention to the invitations, andi and one verse frorn another, until
its warni-ngs are only invitations in at Iast it rests under the very seal
disguise, designed to foi-ce the of the book. lIt begins with the
mmnd to dwvell upon the sweet first of Genesis and extends to the
^words of welcorne which cvery- very last of RZevelation, shedding
ivhere g-leain in such l)leasaInt con- its cheerful light upon every page,
trastiwith the stern rebulzes and l and irnparting its heavenly influenrce
severe threateningsý. Upon one to every verse. Moses utters it in.
page wve read the solernn wvarning, ithe Decalogue, David sinags it in
"Fiee frorn the wrath to corne," but. the Psalrns, Solomon repeats it in
righit opposite, on the next page, the Proverix,, Isaiah uses it in the
we flnd sucbi words as "Cornée, for. proilhecies, Paul echoes it in the
ail things are now ready." episties. It wvas typified in the

Thus it is throughout the entire blood and blaze of the sacrifice.
book for every warngr and every It was the burden of Christ"s earth-
threatening we find a kind invita- ly rninistry. lIt forrns an essential.
tion anid a %vord. of w'elcorne. part of the Bible history. It ivas
Away back in the Bible we read, interwvoven withi the ceremonial
"Look unto me and be ye saved,all law. It ivas borne across the chasmn
ye ends of the earth ;" and aglain, of centuries with the voice of
YPo)! every one that thirstetb, corne prophecy. It is a prominent factor
ye to the waters, and he that hiath of the gospels, and stan~ds con-
no mo-ney, corne;- yea, corne, buy spicuous in ai the episties. Ltis
vwine and milk without money and the one word common, to ail the
without price ;" while further on ive inspired writers. It is the grand


