she could not see t6 read it. Wil
you take ho'd of my hand, and
place my fingers upon these words ?
Tdid so.  Think you; that is ol
8he wished to grasp with her very
hand. as it were, the exceeding great
and precious premise  While her
soul, strong in faith, ciung to them

with  characteristic  energy, she
wished her very hand te touch
them.  Sie put her fingers on the

seal ; she made that promise her
own by touching it  She set to
her seal that Gop is true:  She was
Just passing t'irough the waters. and
those werds Luoyed her ap—and so
she died."—The Sprivit in the Word,
by the late Dr. Champueys, Dean
of Lichfield.

L —
TIE CHURCH'S CHARITY.
It is net to e expected that every
member of the Church should of
necessity ass .ot to every positionin
the Liturgy. This would imply.in
effect, that all should have their

understandings  equally enlight-
encd, ‘heir comsciences egually
pure.  From the Clergy, whe are

appointed to teach sthers, consent
and subscription is required, he-
cause a competent knowledge of the
Church’s doctriral system, and a
firm persuasion ef its truth, is mani-
festly essential to the due discharge
of the pastoral office. Belief in the
several Artices of the Apestles’
Crecd, and a hearty confession of
the same, make « lay member ; and
if there are some things in her
Liturgy to which assent is less cor-
dially given, this is no valid reason
for forsaking her Communion The
Church proceeds, in the rule laid
down by St. Paul, that Christians,
“whereto they nave already attained,
shoeuld walk by the same rule and
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mind the same thing,” so that «if
in  anything they be otherwise
minded,” God ia due time may
“reveal even this unto them.”
Hence she is wil ing to accept mem-
bers in various stages of spiritmal
progress. 1n the hope that they may
“giow in grace.”  She trusts fhat
the weak in faith may gradually
become strong, and that the ignor-
rance of childhoud may give place
to the wisdem of naturity.— Se-
lected.

g
THE DIOCESE OF LINCOLN.

Durixe the last autamn  the
bishep made his third triennial visi-
tation. and delivered no fewer than
ten addresses containing interesting
statements respecling the Church
life and progress of the diocese.
Within the preceding three years
18,259 persons were confirmed—
7,272 being .nales, and 10,917
females. Number of churches in
tho diecese, 807; and of clergy,
above 1,000. In three of these
churches the Holy Communion is
administered only three times in a
year; in forty six churches it is
ministered quarter'y.  Ash-Wed-
nesday is duly observed in 700
churches; Ascension-day in 750;
and (reod-Friday in 800. Baptism
is administered publicly during
divipe service in 647 churches ;
catechizing in presence of the com-
aregation in 220 ; and in 93 churches
there is daily service. Within these
last three years there have been 80
deacons and 76 priests ordained in
the diocese, against 57 deacons and
48 priests in the similar period last
preceding.

D S
Rev. Dr. Bairp, who for so many
years labored as pastor of the Carls-



