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Autonomy for the Territories.

R. R. L. BORDEN referred from his
place in Parliument last week to the
session being about to close without the
government bringing down any measure
for antonowy in the Northwest Territor
ies, We believe that experienced men will
go slow before tackling so big a job as the
conferring of provincial scatus upon the
Northwest Territories. In tne first place
the representative men from that part of
the Dominicn say that it would be an in
justice to the Territories to apportion a
permanent allowance to the Territories
based on a population which is compara-
tively small bat rapidiy growing More-
over iv is inexpedient so soon afrer a yery
warm  agitation, brought on in conse-
«uence of religions principles or prejudices
to again plunge the people of this country
into the excitement that would nndonbted-
ly result from the manner in which “schonl
and other questions wonld have to be han-
dled, betore a compiete working plan conld
be concluded,

The Territories are going rapidly ahead
and are enjoying a largely increased al-
lowance from the Domiuion in fact more
than donble the amount paid over only
two or three years ago. If the people of
the Territories were laboring nunder any
disabilities, if they were suffering any
acute injnstice, if, indeed, they had any
well founded grievances conséqnent upon
limited anthority, something might be said
in favor of pressing the government to
grant antonomy, but that is far®from be-
ing the case. They are today a self-govern-
ing people. They pass their own laws and
Administer them: they have their own

contts of justice, and in fact they have
practicatly everything which the provinces
have except the power to borrow money,
und that is not u very great drawback.

The disenssion which must precede a
mensure of this kind  has been going on
between the government at Regina and the
rovernment ut Ottawa for several years,
It wus tound at the very outset, that al-
thongh Mr. Hantlain, the premier of the
Terr torial government, waslin favor Zof
erecting ove proviuce ont of the Territer-
iew, nnd was able to secure & mandate tor
thut policy from the Assembly where he
had a mnjority, there was a minority in
fuvor of asking for two or more provinces,
and in addition, there is even a larger
qnestion 1o be viewed from a national
standpoint, as 1o whetherthe whole of that
immense territory, and of the enormous
provinees which comprise it, shonld be
erected nnder one provincial government or
even ander two. A single government re-
presenting all these millions of square
miles of territory, with the rapidly grow-
ing population, bronght in at the general
expense of Canada, might in a few years
grow to overshadow almost any other pro-
vince ie the Dominion. The territory re-
presented woald be so great, that as com-
pared to it almost all of the territory of
the rest of the Dominion would be a mere
speck. Questions of finance, Crown lands,
railways, Inlians, industrial schools, pub-
lic schools, separate school«, would have to
be all worked out in a scheme, and for Mr.
R. L. Borden to wish us at present to rush
in, ix an adventore on which wiser men
would fear to embark.




