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pointed to him the necessity of seeking some
means of subsistence; he accordingly prepared
with his koife a formidable bludgeon, deters
mined to knack on the head, if an opportunity
offered, either biped or quadruped 5 and
scarcely had on hour passed when he was stat-
tled by a rustling among the underwood, and
he expected some kind of animal to sally furth,
but he was surprised to see what in reality
was neither one nor the other, for a large
black snake glided out from its concealment
and raised its head, ¢¢ nimble in threat,’’ at
his approach. Having got within range of
his stick, he immediately ¢érapped” it ¢*o’ tke
coxcomb,’? whereupon it rolled itself up, and
after a few twists and twirls remained quite
stationary, with its forked tongue thrust out
of its mouth.—Although he had fasted a long
time, yet his hunger had not as yet become so
importunate as not to be resisted, otherwise he
might havevantured upon a feed off this reptile,
Put his attention was diverted from the snake
by the conviction of more dangers and difficul
ties, In this desolate situation night again
overtook him, and although the climate of
the island, notwithstanding its latitude, is
cenerally mild, and the middle of the day
plrasantly warm, yet the mornings and even-
jugs are rather cold3 consequently he had to ‘
strugyrle both against cold and hunger without
a1y apparert remedy. The simple circum-
stance of having met with a snske in the day
didnct seem of much conscquence,but the idea
«f meeting oue in thenipht, occasioned by kis
learing these pteuliar teiscs venally made by
them st this period, alarmed his imagination,
and kept up a continual anxiety, There being
some small springs which ran meandering
through thie woods, he was nol in want of water,
aud after imbibing a suflicient quantity, he
thought it advisable to lay aside all further
attempts fop that day 5 he therefore nscended
atred, and having eaten some of the leaves,

which fu w degree alieviated his hunger, there
remained during the obscuvity of a risht in- |
ensely dark, widh his spicits <downat £erol?’
fur 12 now Legrag to fenr tial thw i) would ,

sail without him, andthe apprehension of such
an oceurrence with all its terrors, rushed upon
his fancy 5 his situation appeared so hopeless,
that he passed a sleepless and desponding unight,
the same noises being kept up in the woods,
which convinced him that mauny birds of prey
existed upon the island.  When day began to
appear, he descended from the tree, and had
not got many paces when he perceived a large
owl perched with the most imperturbable
gravity upon the low bough, with its large
eyes intently fixed on him,but as if unconsciows
of hisappearance. He very quietly approached
near enough to testify his joy at their mecting
by iastantly knacking it on the head 3 and thus
he had thegood fartune to provide imself with
a breakfast. Not willing to waste time in uscless
attempts to obtain a fire (for the day previvus
his endeavors had been unavailiug) heiustantly
set to work to alleviate his hunger 3 but from
the difficulty of plucking off the featbers, and
the shrivelled and yellow appearance of the skin,
he had rcason to conclude that it hiad been a
tenant of the island, and had been guiity of
screaming and whooping about the forest, for
at least haif a century. Having catea sufficent—
ly of this carrion, which left his mouth as bit~
ter as wormwood, he set out with a determina«
tion of moving in u right line, which could not
fail of bringing him to the scs shure at some
part of the istand.  Towards evening he was,
seized with a most painful sichness, and felt
cold and disheartened 3 he had not scen during
this day any four-footed animal.

The night set in dark and rziny, and ke took
up his quarters atthe base of a mountain,
determined to ascend {o the swmmit in the
moruing. in the hope of gaining a view of the
sea; but the first thing he did was to get shelies”
in ane of thelluw trees with the thickest folinge,
which proved, in some measure, a defence
against the tempesiusus weather which now
set in 3 the rain fell in tovtenis and be might
truly have saizd, v¢Iere’s a night pities neith er
wise menner fools P° In this dismal situa, o,
hes:aushep 3 end on zwvakeniag fousd hLim-



