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The truc Garboniferous formation and that with which the
-Z.reater part of' the valuable coals of the world are associated, anci
'which is so largecly developed in thIe eastern lhall of the Americau
coutineut, froin Nova Scotia soutliward, does Dot appear in the
western prairie region. Its north-western border lies in the
-eastern part of the Territory of Nebraska -,nd in Towa, wthere
-the thickly wooded country of the east bias already passed into
the prairie land of the west. ffere, however, this formation,
*deopended on fer fuel in so xnany parts of the world, to a greai,-
exterit loses its Sea-bearing character. lIn Nebraska it bas now

-.been 'prctty thorouglily explored, both by surface examinatioir
and by hering, and yet bas only yielded coal in very sparing
*-quantities. Coqs- seamns Of 18 inches a-ad 2 feet are described,
and one which has been pretty extensively worked ini the viciuity
of' Nebraska eity, is net more than 8 iuches in thiekuess. Sucli
-'coal beds as these would net be workable in England or on the
,.ontinent of Europe, with ail the cheap and skilled labour, there
at command, and in a new country like Ne.braska are only ren-

'dered se by the extreine scarcity of wood for fuel, the coal, such
as it 15, becbg sold at prices ranging from about 40c. te 80e. per

bushel.
-Rayaeu and other «United States geologists, wlo bave examined

this region, consider it te, be upon the. western lip or maargin of~
the true coal formation. Even in the State of Iowa. the coai
-beds are of' comparatively smail importance. The formation is


