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on manare. ' Let every farmor who scuns thes:
pages make 1t a speennl duty to ** read, mark, leamn,
and inwandly digert” the valuahle suggestions given
belon. Theyent. ly the mal. =eeret of successful
agricnlture :
¢ At this scazon a farmer rarcly fooks over his
stock of manure with sotwsfaction. It 18 ono of
those things of which ho never has enough, and the
need for which grows the more, the more he sup-
lics tho nced. As soon as one wheat crop 1s safely
loused the preparations for the noxtarein order,
and tho first thonght 18 of tho manure. The time
Ims gone by when a farmer can afford to neglect this
first neccssity.  American farming pays now onlyin
proportion to the labor and skill exercised in manur-
ing tho xoil. There are a few exceptions yet re-
maming in somo of the newer western states, but
foremghted farmers oven thero sco clearly before
them the carly disappearance of the present order
of things, and tho gradual decreaso of thewr crogs.
The farmer who depends upon his atables alone for
lug stock of manure fails greatly to sccure all the
advantages he posscstes. There are many sources
from which he may add to tho stock thus denived.
With the good farmer, lus stables furmsh mostly tho
leaven with which e may leaven a much greater
lump, the basis upon which he may construct a
larger heap., The art of composting is but little
understood. A week or two ago, in describing the
action of nitrogen, we referred incidentally to the
value of this art, At the present wo desire to im-
press upon our readers the propricty of putting the
Suggestions made in that article into immediato prac-
tice. The general condition of barnyards during the
bugy season of summer is a gricvous thing to behold.
The manure made in the winter that is past hies
bleaching in the sun. The spring rans have wasned
away most of ats soluble and most valuable portion.
It is yet as coarso and unrotted 2s when the snow
melted from its surface. The few additions which
have been made to it are dry and fresh as when put
out. In this condition it 18 useless as plant food.
Decomposition must take glacc before orgame matter,
or apything that has lived and grown, can become a
part of another Lving and growing thing. If the
manure had been, or 18 even now gathered and piled
into a compact heap, it will rapidly ferment and
decompose.” This fermentation and decornposition
disorganizes the substances of which it is composed,
and reduces it to its original elements in great part.
Then it becomes fit food for plants. But the fermen-
tation induced by moisture and heat in organic matter
rapidly spreads through a mass from any central
pont. A large mass of sods, coarse weeds, rakings
of harvest-ficlde, potato tops, swamp muck, animal
offal, or such matters, is brought into active fermen-
tation by the mixture through it of a small portion
of stable manure, bone dust, sweeping of poultry
houses, lime in a caustic state, or unlcached wood
ashes. Ina month such a mass, say of a hundred
lcads, may be brought into condition for use upon
fall wheat, and if only onc-tenth of it consists of
stable manure, the other nine-tenthy have acquired
an almost cqual value. Where stable manure is_not
10 be had, or bone-dust cannot be afforded, but where
the other materials arc at band, a valuablo fertilizer
may be obtained from them alone. Sv.'amp muc}x.
mixed with one twenticth its bulk of fresh lime, will
be brought in four wecks of the present warm weather
to a finc condition for use, and ten to twenty loads
per acre of such a compost upon a ficld sowa to
Trheat carly in September will go far to_replace an
equal amount of fair stable manure. If thercisan
ample supply of stable manure, the admixture of
lime is not ag'vizab]c. It wonld sct free theammonia
prodaced by tho fermentation as soon as formed, and
unless some absorbent were provided in large quan-
tity, it would escape into theair and be Jost. “The
better plan would be to sow the lime after the
manoro had been spread.and mixed with tho soil
It should thea be harrowed in with the sced, or left
upon the surface to be’d*es2'ved Ty the raiv and
carried intc theeoil
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Taterea) Signs of Matvers Grair.

Uats aze subject to great loss by shabing when dead
ripe, and the straw becomesof little valuo for fodder.
Indeed, the straw of all grain loses much of its valne
for feed from this cavge.  This 13 a point to scrioualy
considcr when the exact timce occars, which not only
gives tho greatcst value to the graw, but at the
same tume retains the greatest pozsibla feeding value
10 the straw.

As there arc 2o many contmic;ncxcs which affect
thase results, somo of which we bavo pointed out, it
38 important that farmers should make some experi

ments therosilves by catting o few sheaves in dafler-
eny stages of nipencss, and accurately testing the
resalts, When the straw changes from a green to a
whitash yellow 18 genernily the timoto cut graw upon
moist 80ils or 1 wet weather, At tlus time the grun
will bo plump and sufliciently soft to be crushied with
the thumb nail, but yet will Lo dry and not donghy
tn tho intersur,  Under other conditions it 18 better
to allow the crop to stand uutil the straw Lecumes a
darker yellow, and the gramn harder.

If the grain 1s to be threshed a3 1t comes [rom the
field, 1t may remamn until 1t 1 fully npoe and shells
frecly when rubbed an tho band, and that puition
which has Leen sclected for sced ehould be cut the
last of all.  The finus-shiuncd white wheats, such as
tho Diehl or Whito Mcdisterranean, and the light
amber wheats, such as the Treadwwell, need to become
riﬁor beforo cutting than the thicker skinned red
wheats, which lose somewlat of their valac for mill-
ing by standing until dead ripe.

Tho yicld of flour from the haid t.hicats .o lessened
by allowing them to atanld tes long, and the loss by
shelling is also greatcr.  The samo rule applies tu
ryc and barley, and Luth these grains are of better
colur and of greater value when cut before complete
maturity has deepened the natural tint o L Yuak
Y Ho-a
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Sammer Fallowing

The folluwaing detuil of capetience su segatu to
summer fallowing by a coriespondent of the Prauree
Larmer, 13 well worthy of a thoughtful perusar It
were well if all who till the soil would carry on their
operations in a like observant manner, mahing revurd
of the results for the benefit of others.—

In the summer of 18721 fallowed 100 acres, plough-
ing it in June first time, and kept it free from weeds
until seeding time, at which tnne the soil was in
the very finest condition, a large portion kaving been
ploughed three times and thoroughly harrowed and
pulvenized and packed with the roller.

It was seeded to wheat with dnlls zt the usaal
scason, which came up 2nd stood the winter well, and
grew cf in the spring eplendidly  But just as it
commenced to head out 1t began to break down
with1ts own weight, the straw being very soft and
weak, and 1t did not fill, and was a total loss.

On other land adjounng it, which had been part i
wheat and partin oats the same scason, and was
ploughed, harrowed, and rolled and sccded 1o the
usual way, and at about the same tunc as the fallow
ground, it stood up 2nd filled well until the storms
came, just before cuttinz time and blew 1t down.
We catat, however, winle that en the {allow was
worthless.

Another very stnhing cli-ct of summer futlowing,
which 1 am about to relate, happenced Inst year:nthe
{following manner ;

About the 10th of June there came o very heavy
ram, (upon the already very weot snlj—¢ being a
very wet and backward spnng here, which prevented
us f)rom planting corn.  \We had ono *“land” of two
acres that was ploughed, which we did not get planted
m corn 1a consequence of the wet, and several acres
which we did not plough atall.  In the latter part
of June we_reploughed the two acres of land and
planted to beans, but owingto tke continued wet
they did not come up; so on the 28th of July we
ploughed these two acres the thurd timeand sowedat
to turmps ; the bugs destroyed them as:fast as they
came up, and thus the ground was ploughed three
times, but no crop grew uwon :t, not cven a cred of
weeds,

Now, the effect upon the growndt 35 thas . Thissca.
son we have plouglxcd and planted the whole field in
cora, the ground on ather side of the two acres
which had been X!onghcd three tines last scason was
all plougbed and planted on the same day tlns sca.
son, the two acres worhing much the finest ; but to-
day the growing corn on cach side ot tins fallow 1s
very nearly twico as large as that on the fallow

round, and 1s of a dark, heahihful groweh, while the

allow is of a sickly, dull cast,

-In another part of the ficld, whin was ploughed
once in July last, and was ploughed and planted tins
season the same as that puct which was not plonghed
at all last year, thereisa maiked dufference in the
a;)poar:mco of the corn nuw gruwing upon i sa faver
of that which was nut pluaghed atall, and upon
which alargo growth of weids and grass grew last
scason, and was burned off late in the fall.

Now, what is the causo of thesc results, whick ure
arc not at all favorable tv sumwe: fllowing, on my
farm ot least ?

The cacses whuch sugyest thumscddyes to me are,
first, that it iz a reguisitc to the fortdity of the zul

that the surfaco be covered with a growth of vegeta-
tiun, v hisch is the means, Jun s, or medium through
which and by which the sun and air convey to the
carth the propertics which they contain and furnisa
:o the soud for the benuhit of fatare czops or vegeta-
10n,

Sccondly, that the ran sorl ws deprived of this means
of cxbalation from the air of such properties asit con-
tains for futuro plant fued, aud a{so that it may Ue
the soil is nctualfy grnng off b Juast susac of its pro.
pertics when exposed to the wa wad sunishine without
18 natural cosenng,

With thuse fucis bidwe me, I condude that the
Inst way to impivvo cur swl wathout applying the
fort.izs o8 simply o restat, but not tu plough it

T X
Sclestion of 8.4

Al the wnprovements that bave taken place in
vegetables, grains, or snimals, fram the original wild
stock up to their most highly develaped present con-
ditinn, ave due to aclectinn of seed or parents and
cultivation and ferding  Withent the former the
latter is incflectual, for Ly selecting the best seed
from n well-grown plant, the step gained is permancnt
1y held and madothe base for another step upward,
Lt if thisselection isnegleeted the next crop reverts
to its poor criginal type, and the gain which has been
made 13 lost, It is well to consider this matterat
the present time, when a selection of sced of the best
and cleanest character can easily be made. 1f it is
not convenient to select suflicient for the whole crop,
a quantity sufficient for an acre or less might casily
bo selected if only by passing arouad the ficld and
choosing the largest cars from the thriftiest portion
of the ueld, carefully avoiding the gathering the sced
of a single weed  In this way we have selected from
the edges of a wheat-field, where the plants were
fully cxposed to light and aur, those cars only which
were brer six inches in length, and which grew from
thickly stooled plants. A bushel of seed thus
gathered, sown upon an acre of well prepared ground
the next year, gave a produce of nearly forty bushels,
many of the stools leaving tlurty atalks and cars
from six to nine inches in %cngth. The produce of
this sccond crop scattered through the neighborhood,
being all sold for seed, greatly increased the average
yicld, and started a genceral cffort toward improving
the local varictics. (ft is not in foreign nor high-
priced sced that excellence of quality censists
altogether. When an extreme price is paid for
selected sced, we do but pay for  service performed
by another, that we may cqually well perform for
oursclves, It 18 necessary only that it be lnown
what is to be done, and how to doat.

As the sheaves come 1n from the ficld the best of
them may be laid aside until an opportunity occurs,
when every stalk of chess, cockle, ox-cye daisy, or
other weed should be picked out, and the grain
thrashed by beating the sheat with a hght rod, so
that the grain be not cracked or reken, The gramn
should then be cleancd from chafl, freed from all
hight seeds, and be kept by 1tself, and sown thinly by
itself in 2 well-manured spot.  Next scason from this
spot the best heads only should be sclected, and the
course repcatcd with care and perseverance for a few

cars. The Yayment for the care and labor thus
estowed will be an improved eced, possblv worth
double that now grown.—XN\. ¥, Teanes.
3 2T

ONE GREAT REASON why the cacrements of Lirds are
s;) rich {g, that the solit and YLouid are cumVined in
them,

Tt destruction of the erops and the seareity of
provisions conscquent tkerevpon has compelled many
Kossnth county, Iowa, farmers to abandon their
farms for a time, and to scck more favorable locah-
ties, wherewithal to procurc the staff of lifc, Nearly,
1f not quite, ali of the able bodied men will have lett
the county wathin the next three weeks.

. Sarr acds upon the crop for the most part w on
indircet manner. It does not contribute greatly to

the g,x;ov:_th of plants by its own clements, sodium
and chlorine, neither of which are needed by agricel.

tural Flants in much quantity. It is thercforo fre-
quently of no perceptible advantage  Sometimes,
hawever 2 malerste” drsceine pradiese remarkable
cffects

A Putaiv Cuntusiti.—It was vue of the Early

{ Roze vanety, and Mr. Deanng, of Atkens, Georgia,

dag it Inst year and kept it on account of its extre-
ordinary size. When it was cut open the other day,
it was found full of wcll developed young potatocs—
a notg-worthy numher of themi Thus 13 one of the
oost bcwxldcring cases of spontancous generation on
rccord. ~ The ol ¥otato with its progeny has been
sent to Now York for the ingpection of * torentista,



