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SETTING OUT OF wIN IER Eh UL'ARTi ERS.

N thc 17 th ùjust two days after the
last issue of the JOURNAL we arose

betimes in the morning. and with
the assistance of tlhree of the boys,

carried our 202 coionies out of winter
quarters, and the story we have to tel
is not so cheerful as we led \ou to cx-
pect in the report of our last examnin-
ation, the latter end of March, when we
looked over theni, and did not tind any
dead ones, althongh in sonc instances
w e thiouglht thev were de;al, unul byrap-
pig on tie hive îwe heard ti hium of
tne inimates. We were congratulating
ourselves on the probabiity of coniing
tirougl without any ioss, thonghl ve

had no right to expect any suîch happy
coinununation, owm fg to onr neglect in
not personally superintending ihe pre-
parations for wintering last all. After
doubling up the weak and starving ones
and counting those untirely dead, we
ar 29 colonies less thai last fail. All
the remaining colonies are m1 cxce-llent
conditicn so far as a lasty cxamiiindatuon
v.ill permit of our judging, oi the
weatler ias been un favoraltie for much
manipulation. Soine of our ]oss w-e cati
t~ily accouînt for now that we can see
'ic the lives. A at nm tr of t col-

un:s were in twc-"trex hives, and th
h td plenty of stores for wmillteriiig and to

>are, if tie colonis had not commen-
c d breeding ; apparently they did coi.
imnice, however, very soon aftcr they
were put into winter quarters. as they
had bred immenSe qutiiîties of becs,
and had starved. A iower temperature
would have saved thbem. hie iuesson w.e
;earn from this is ihat strong colonies
si.ould be wintered in a lower tenperat-
ire thai smaller nes, and that the best
success will be attiamed i aIl the colon-
les are as nearly equal as possible when
put into winter qiarters. \\e have al-
ways preached tiis, but this is an in-
stance of others not carrying out uin in
structions. Three oi t lie colns died
If dysentery, fron breeding; aid just

here it may be well to mention that there
is a difference between dyseintery as pro-
duced by excessive winter breediug, and
aS de-et loped by the consuîmptioni of bad
sto --s. In the latter case the whole col-
on, becomnes aflected, while in the first

instance the old becs give tlie evidences
of dysentery, as shown by their distend-
ed bodies, while the youînger ones are a
natural size. The former died of dysen-
tery, the latter cf starvation. A number
of the colonies were apparently queen-
less when put into winter quarters, if we
may judge by the way the bees were
s :attered over the conbs as though they
lad never clustered, and had died fromt
exposure and isolation.

sMOKERS. AND HOW TO LOAD THEM.

The directors of the Ontario Bee-
keepers' Association have lately had
sent to each meniber of that body, a No
2 smoker as a quid pro quo for themen-
bership fee, and the contract for supply-
ing these was given to the publishers of
the BE JOURNAL. We have had one
or two requests for information as to
"how the smnoker works ?" For fuel, a
unmber of things may be uscd. See
onr reply to a quîery on page 18, pres-
ent volume. The smokers as sent out
are constructed somewhat differently to
tiose nide by us prior to the season of
189. and what puzzles soie may be to
know at which end the smoker is to be
"loaded," as those sent out are what we
might trtt "brecch-loading" as well as
"muizzle-loading." Wien thev were
niade t, load froti the "muzzle-end" or
top, we wcre continually hearing com-
plaints of liov liard thcy were to load,
wlienl they reqiired replemishing, with
the iozzle so hot it could not be taken
off by hand, and had to be knocked off
with a stick, or other instrument, and
allowed to cool, after fresh fuel lal been
put in, before it could be replaced. This
objection we overcane by making tle
bottom end of the fire-barrel removable,
and the fuel can unow be reidîly put in
wiithout birning cne's self.

wi)TH OF SEPARATORS.

'e ordinarily niake separators so
thev will not corne nearer than a bee-
space toeither toporbotton of sections
but if the slots in the sections are made
full-bee-space, and the separators are
cut the full width of the depth of the
sections, and are flush at top and
bottom, the combs will be more true,
and will have a neater and more finish-
ed appearance. The bees are inclined
to bulge the tops of thie sections, while
they scarcely ever builge the bottoms.


