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of the Bastille. It is an order to allow Madame Péan and
Madame de Linot to visit the Sieur Péin whenever tfiey
choose to do so. This document is endorsed with the dates
of the various visits, froin which it appears that these ladies
visited the Sieur Péan 58 times between the 3rd March and
the 29th June.

Another document, dated the 9th April, 1764, is a
request to allow a notary to visit this same prisoner, who
wishes to give a power of attorney to his brother-in-law,
Mr. de Meloizes, who is about leaving for Canada, to realize
upon the goods of the Sieur Péan there.

This Sieur Péan, whose name in full was Michel Jean
Hughes, was a knight of the Order of St. Louis, and ex-
captain and adjutant of marines in Canada, and vas an
accomplice of the notorious Bigot.

It is said that Péan's position in this ring resulted from
Bigot's admiration for his wife, who is said to have been a
beautiful woman who knew how to use her charms to pro-
mote ber interests. Péan was imprisoned in the Bastille
on the 13th November, 1761, by an order signed " Louis,'
and countersigned -'Choiseul."

Another of the Bigot party who shared the fate of
Péan was Jean Cadet, who, during the last three years of
the French domination in this country, was Commissary-
General. He was of humble origin, but became immensely
rich, and the author of his Memoirs, which were pub-
lished by the Historieal Society of Quebec, remarks that
he lived in the same style as the Chevalier de Levis, and
kept up the retinue of a General. In the proceedings
which were taken against him on his return to France, he
was condemned to be banished for nine years, to pay 300
livres fine, and to return six millions, which, as a matter of
fact, he never did, although it is said that his defence cost
him 300,000 livres. Amongst his associates in this trial
were Pénisseau, la Barthe, Duverger, Maurin, Corperon,
Bigot, Péan, Le Mercier, Varin, Jonquaire, de Boishebert,
Martel, de Villers, Fayolle, Barbel and Vaudreuil.


