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in their churches, as there were in England. Thejtion. ¢ You see bow well the reformstion of hurt« your Lor'dsl-iip dismissed me, have done me indeed

scheme was frustrated, it is said, by the Romanists,
MerancrroN, the friend and collcague of Luther,
one of the brightesi ornaments of the church in any
age. W:iting against the claims of the bishops of the
Roman church, says :—* We have st:ted in our con-
fession, the power that the gospel gives to bishops.
Those thst now are bichaps, do notdischarge the office
according to the gospel.  Let them be truly bishops,
according to the canunical polity, and this we do cot
vensure, but we speak of the bishop acecrding to the
gospel; and what meets our eppropriation, is the an-
cient partition of puwer, into the power of order,
and the power of jurisdiction. Therefore, ti:e bishop
has the power of order, that is, the ministry of the
word and sacraments; he has also the power of juris-
diction, that is, the authority to excommunicate those
obhaxions, by reason of public crimes.—And aguin,
to absolve them, if, being converted, they s~ek ab-
solution. But bishops have not a tyrannical power,
that is, a power without any certain law; nor have
they a royal power, tiatis, a power above the law;
but they have a certain mandate, a sure word of
God, which they ought to teacb, and according
to which, they ought t+ exercise their jurisdiction.”
Again, “ We wish to testify, that we would willingly
preserve the ecclesiastical and eanornical polity, if only
the bishops would cease to rage against our churches.

This our will shall excuse us, befure a'l nations, to

all posterity, lest they should impute it to us, tha

the authority of bishops is undermined;—when they
shall hear and resd, that we deprecated the unjust

cruelty of evur bishops, and could obtsiu no equity a
theic hands.” .
Joun LE Crerc, justly celebrated as one of th

most famous scholars of the 17th century, a winister

of the Dutch church, {or church of Holland,) thu
writes ¢ ¢ It is asked among ckristians, which furm o
church government is {rom the aposties ? for ths

s to be preferred before others, which was con-| . e .
:ieteurtned at thg beginning; and of two churches, in dl:tedcbz on: off his s;ns, an ordam(;d clerg)"n}and f’f
which otherwise the gospel is taught with. truth and that Church, from wbich work the facts containe e genuine member of the Church, and of the © Church. of

this present paper are gleaned, Dr. Clarke would ? 5 of » and of the ch of
himself gladly have been a minister of Christ wilkin the
pale of the Church of England; and was prevented
only by the poverty of his father, who could not af-

purity, that church is to be chosen 10 which the apos

tolic form exists; although the government without

the thing, that is, government without the gospel, i

bat the emypty image of the cburch.” ‘‘But now,

We have now seen, that the form and order of the

church, as instituted by the apostles, was preserved the remark, ‘The worthy Dr. who, of all men I

by succession, wherever the church was preserved,'kno's, who are not of our Church, comes the nearest
yet not without corruptions, down to the reforma-

tion; and, that at, and after that period, some of the
most eminent men of the reformed churches on the’
coninent, ardently wished, that they conld have en-|kens of kindness), | took the liberty to observe, ¢ [
joyed the privilege of primitive apostolic order, of
which tbey were deprived, for want of reformiog

DR. ADAM CLABKE‘AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

The Jate Dr. A Crarnr, who died of cholera st
t|Bayswater, near London, August 26, 1833, was a
Methodist Preacher, of much learning and research.
Of this fact his valuable commentary on the Bible is
¢|a cufficient proof. He was deservecly esteemed by
all, especially by those of his own religious connec-
tion. He was elected President of the Conference
in the year 1806.
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vident from his ¢ Life,”” written by himself and e-

S

there are two forms of church government, of which ford to send him to college to be properly educated.

the one is that when the church acts nnder a singl
bibop, wha alone has the right of ordaining presby
tecs, and the inferior order ot evangelical mivisters
and the otber, when the church is governed by equal
presbyters, to whom are joined from the prople, cer-
tain men of some prudence, and irreproachable con-
duct. Those who have read without prejudice, the
remains of the most ancient christian writers, know
well, that the first form of disciplive, which is called
episcopal, such as we seée in the southern part of Great
Britain, was every where established, in the very
next age alter the apostles, from whence it is rea-
sanable to conclude, that it was of apostolic constitu-
tion. But the other, which they call presbyteriav,
was instituted in many parts of France, Switz-rland,
Getmany, and Holland, by those who in the six-
teenth _century seceded from the Church c:f Rpme.
«Those who have read attentively the histories of
thet age, know perfecily well, that tbis latter form
of church government, was introduced cnly, pecgus.v
the bishops refused to giant any reformation,_m those
points of christian doctrine and munners, which were
complained of as heing eorruptions, For otherwise.
if the bishops had been willing to do every where
that which was shortly alterwards dore in England,
that same church government would have obtained
atthis day, among all wbo seceded irom the Church
of Rome; and thus, ionumerable calamities, which
have happened from the confusions and cox}vu\s;?ns
of ecclesiastical sffairs, might have been avonde(‘i‘.
Again, the same eminent writer ebserves, that “‘pru-
dart men, slthough they srdertly long for that form
of church administration which was a;lmstohcal, or
like it, yet they think it best Bow, to eave malters
as they are.””  And in the same counection, he says,
¢ Whoever has read the writings of that mot e.
mient man, Huzo Grotine, knows that he vehe-
mently applauded the episcnpal form of gnverm:’)ent‘
such as obtains in England, because, W heu he had sta-
diously examined the writings of cl;:lsnan autiguily,
be found it to he the primeval form. o
Grotius Limself thus speaks ou the puint in gres:

.
.

Dr. Clarke was warmly attached to the system of
(|Mr. Wesley; but e was, at the saume time, a most
t|cordial friend of the Church of England, as is very e-

¢| Dr. Clarke, however, had great satisfaction in seeing
two of his sous ordained miristers of that Church,
having been brought up by him in attachment to her

communion, and trained ot her renowned universities,

He always felt pleasure in reading the Church Litar-
gv; and in the administration of Baptism he alivays
used her service, ouly substituting parents for spon-

His sentiments are fully expressed in the follow-
ing lettar, written a fow years since to Dr. Bloom-
field, the present Bishop of Loudon.

_ Haydon Hall, Oct. 16, 1829.

* My Lord—-T humbly beg your Lordship’s ac-
ceptance of the volumes of Discourses which accom-
pany this note, They are now for the first time pub-
lished, though the substance of thewn has been prexch-
ed at various times through te now United Emyire,
and the Nerman and Zetlard islands.
may be their merit, they are not constructed after
the rommen manver of sermons.
my «im, both in preaching and writing, to endeavour
to explain the words of God, that by this wethod 1
might attain to the knowledge of the things of God.
Your Lordship well knows how little is done for the
interest of divine truth, where texts of holy Scrip-
ture are taken as mottos to sern:ons, in which only
sentiments or maxims of geners! morality or social
Juties, are explained. To secure the end of public
instraction, | have often bee'u obliged to call the at-
{eution of the people not only to the literal meaning| ;. 1 . .
of several ex(Ric pvrords, bu{ also to the import ogf truad.md an‘d ]learnetj, 1 am uot go;) be)m;d, ?y }l,nimlzt’s
many terms in theic mother tongue, which, though of prayer.—* Iheartily thank my heavenly Father that
freqnent usein religious matters, are little understood.

¢ Wth this short explunstion, I take the hberty of
sending .these volnmes, as a mark of my deep rever
ence and high respect foryour Lordship’s sacred of-
fice and great personal worth—a reverence and res-
vect which [ have long entertained lor your Lord-if
ship, and which have been greatly increased Ly the|i® the Church of England.
late opportunity with which 1 have been favoured of! t Meaning that he had beenalways & Churchman, as he

It has ever been

having the honour of paying my respects to your Lord-'
ship at Fulham. The ¢ talis cum ss,” &c. with which

ful opinions proceeded in England, and chiefly from great honour; for your Lordship’s inflexible attack-
this cause; that those who undertook that most holy;ment to truth and honour, thewed me how much I
work, admitted nothing that was new, and nothing that
was the:r own, but had their wiale attention bent up-
on the purer ages.”
This great man slso endeavored to persuade the
remonstrants in Ilolland, to adopt the episcopal sys-{sent in a letter to me by the worthy Archdeacon of
1 agvised them (be says,)to select some a-
mongst themselves, for a more eminent grade, as Lish-
ops, and to receive the imposition of hands from the
archbishop of Ireland, who was there, that so being’
lordained, they might ordain others.”

should value the opinion then expressed, though re-

taining a just sense of my own littlenvss. T
““{ hope that the *“ omnino™ in the remaining part

of the quotation, which T teld your Lerdship had been

Cleveland, neither refers to my ereed nor to vy ess
sentiadl membership in the Chureh, but only in refer-
ence {0 my being deslitule of ils orders. 1am afraid of
making too free in mertioning the following anecdote;

The arch-iif so, your Lordship’s goodness will pardon me:— At
bishop alluded to, was John Bramhall, archbi:hop ofian anniversary meeting of the Prayer Book and Ho-

mily Societv, an excellent clergyman quoting some-
thing that [ had wri'ten, was pleesed to preface it by

both in doctrine and friendship to it.” When he bad
done, [ arose, and after making an apology (which
the company were p'eased toreceive with great to-

was born (so lo speak) in the Church, baplized in the
Church, brought up in it; confirmed in it by that most
apostolic man, Dr. Bacor, then Bishop of Bristol, af-
terwards of Norwich ; have held all my Life uninlerrupled
communion with it; conscientiously believe ils doclrines ;
and have spolen and wrilten in defence of it ; and if, af-
ter all, I am nct allowed 1o Le a member of it, be-
cause through necessity laid upon we, I preach Je-
sus and the resyrrection to the perighing multitudes
without those inost respeciable orders that. come from it,
I must strive to be cuntent; and if you will not let nie
accomnpany you to heaven, I will, by the grace of Godl,
fo'llow after you and hang upon your skirts.” This
simple declaration left few unatfecied in a large as«
sembly, where there were many of the clergy. My,
WILBERFORCE, who wassitting beside the Ctair, rose
up with even more than his usual animation, and with
 winged words’ taid, *“ Far from nof ackrowledging
Jour worthy friend—far from- not acknowledging him s

[the first-born whose names ave wrilten in heaven,’—far
|from prevenling him 1o be of the company who are press-
ng w al the gale of blessedness. we will not let him * fol-
{low’; he shall not *“ hang on our skirts” to be as if drag-
‘ged onwards—ace will take hom in our arms, we will bear
‘him m our bosom, and with shouting, carry him into the
‘presence ¢ his God and our God.”’ The worthy cler-
|gyman, whose speech had giveniise to these observa-
;tions, soon placed himself on the best ground, with
{*¢ Indeed Dr. Clarke, my observations went only to
the simple fact of your nct being a clergyman of the
Estabished Churgh.”” Whstever may ‘be in this, I
believe your Lordsh'p already- knows, lies at the fault
of the ¢ res angusia domi,®* It was ungither my fanlt
nor my folly. Of the Established Church I have ne-
ver been a secrit eremy nor a silent (riend. What
I feeltowards it, the angels «re welcome to pander;
and what I have spoken and wrilten concerning it, and
in ils favour, Ibelieve Ishall never be even tempied fo re-
tract. Beiug bred up in its bosom, | euarly drauvk i
it+ salutary doctrine ahd spiit. 1 felt it from w

earliest youth ad | felt a mo-t dear relative.  While
yet dependent on, and most affectionately attached to
her (my natural mether) who furnished me with my
first ulinient, 1 flt;- from an a<sociation which your
Lordship wiil most readily apprehend, what was im-
plied in Mother Church. Howsoever honourable it
may be to a person who was in the wrong, to yirld
to conviction and embrace the right, that kind of ho-
nour I have nol in reference lo the Church. I wus ne-
ver converledt to it; | never bad any thing to unlearn,
when with a heart open to conviction, I'read in pa-
raillel the New Te'tament and the Liturgy of the
Chuich. 1 therefore find that, after all I have read,

he hath called me into this state of salvution; anggpray
unto Him, that He may give me grace to continue
in the <anie to the end of my life.

* Referring to the narrow circumstances of his father’s
fortune, which would naot allow of his receivinga Univer-
sity education, and being regularly prepared for ordination

ideclaresabove, and had never been turned about from one
profession of religion to another, frosm conviction or any
\mbey cause.



