- depths ho has reached.

‘When Dld I Make the Fnrst

- False" Move

‘Checkmate isn’t it, Johnny? and httlo
Willie looked up at his brother with a smile
of triumph

‘That is so; and I've lost the game,’ said
the brother, looking dolefully at the few
chessmen_ still remaining on the board. It
had been a well contested _game, a.]though,
to the father, who had been watching, the
defeat of the elder brother had been for somo
time a foregone conclusion,

‘You need nct look so doleful about it,
my gon,’ laughed the father. ‘Accept your
defeat cheerfully, in the hope of doing bet-
ter next time.’ -

‘That’s all right, dad. I've been defeated
fair and square; but then, I ought to have
won, hecause, as you know, I am a much
stronger player than Will. When did I

“-make thefirst false move, I wonder?*:

‘Ah! a very pertinent question to ask,
Jobnny, and one  that overy chess player
should efideavor to get answered. I believe
1 can pointeout where you first went wrong.’

‘How was it, dad? Do say.’

‘It was early in -the game, your fourth
move, I think, it was. ‘There was nothing

glaringly wrong about it, simply -a “weak |
move, but one that led you into difficulties -

you were not strong enough to surmount.’
‘I see now that I was wrong,’ said Johnmy.
‘Then in your next game you will not-be

s0 likely to repeat it. In every lost game the -
losing player first went wrong somewhere, -

and in watching others play it is of vast im-
portance that we should be able to point out

when the first false move was made., This .

is ono of the many valuable lessons which
chess teaches us, and which I trust you boys
will learn and put in practice, We may be
quite sure that every moral failure in life
had a false move. K Whenever in any case
you seo the game closed and poor weak man
checkmated by tho devil you may wisely re-
momber. that there must have Leen a mo-

ment when the Insing "player first went -

wrong.’

‘T wonder when poor Dr. B— first went
wrong,’ said Johnny thoughtfully, ‘I saw him
to-day as I was coming from school, and he

-was so drunk that a policeman had as much

as ever he could do to hold him up. It was
dreadful to sce him, papa.’

‘Poor Dr. B—! exclaimed the father.
‘Dronk and drugs have done their work, and
now he is nothing but a miserable wreck of
a man, uttorly ruined physically, socially,
and morally, 1 don’t suppose he. has a pa-

-tient in the town, a,nd all his friends and re-

If he called
upon. elt.her of them it would be unsafe to
leave him in a room by himself, for he would
steal anything he could put his hands upon
and pawn it in order to obtain drink and
morphia. No one sinks suddenly imto the
. There was a.first
wrong move,-and I think I could tell you
when it was made.’

‘Do tell us, papa,’ exclaimed both boys.

_ ‘We. were at .school together, though not

" classmates; ho being some three or four

years. My junior. I remembe'r him well, in-
rooent-lookmg and generous héaried, as any

" in the school, full of fun but. without thought

of wrong-doing, He, however, came under

T H E‘

_-Lhe mﬂuence of a bad set ot boys, who made
B useof him as a tool. It was not long after
" grocers began to sell wiues and spirits, and

" as the laws of chess.

attracted by the novelty of sherry at fifieen
pence ‘a botlle, these boys used to club to-
gether their pocket-money and obtain it

. from one of- Gilbey's ‘agents. They generauy

drank it in the dormitory after be(ltlmc Ot
course, to, cbtain this wine wds. compa.ra-

twelv easy; no cne supposed a:boy. would be
i going to a g'rooer's shop-for-any wrong pur-

pose, but none could ‘have gone to a public-

-house or a° wine merchant’s’ without certain
dlscoverry The boy wa.s sent a.fter this sheu- :

ry,. sometlmes in the day, but not; seldom at
night, when all were supposed to be in bed.
He joined the ‘others’ in dnnkmg the stuft,
and soon came to like it -That; I beheve,

was-the first wrong move, Which has led to .

defeat and utter ruin.”

‘Bu:t the other fellows wore worse tham he
was, papa. What bocame of them"’ asked
Johnny. -

‘I don’t think any of them have co utterly
collapsed as the dootor. They were stronger
lads than he, made.of much harder material.
At the same time, I much question if either
fias come to any good. As boys they wers
certainly much worse than the doctor,
though he has been the greatest sufferer.’

‘That woman mamma goes to see some-

timcs—when did she make the first false:

move? Mamme says that she was at one
time quite a lady.’

‘Ah, yes!
will turn out to be another mis'erab o' defeat.
She has made S0 many false moves one after
the other, that all hope of recovery seems
well nigh gone.’

‘But when' did she ﬁNt g0 wrong, papa?
aslr.ed Wﬂlio o

‘As. fa,r as.I know, it. wa.s a.t a yeoma.nry,

ball given at the AssembLy Rooms, many
years ago. It appears she disgmced herselt
through takmg too muoch wme a.nd never
secraed able to hold up her head again, I
have heard her speak of it Wlth bitter self-
reproaches.’

‘It seems that mest people go wrong at
first through dnnk said Willje.

“Well,

the game,” said Johnmy.
_ ‘That will remind you, boys that a tee-
totaler may make a wrong move, and if he
does he will risk losing the game. Every-
wrong move has its - cousequences which
capnot be ignored.’

‘But,’ said Johnny, ‘a player may recover

- hireself and come out the winner notwith-

standing.’

‘That i is 505 but he ca.'n.not recall the wrctng
move. Once made it is irrevocablo A
wrong move in- chess is never excused and
never forgiven.
himself through subsequent care and skill,
but he must take the 'consequences of a
wrong move, which, to say the least ‘of 1t
will be a harder game to play.’

‘Is it so in—in life, papa"' seriously asked
Johnny.

‘It is, my boy,’
wrong move in life can never be called back.
The laws of life are as hard and unf.orgwing
There is nothing un~
fair about that, is there?

“Well, not in chess. It would never do to i

allow a player to call-back a move once
made.’
‘It is. just the same in llfo my son.
is nothing unfair in the laws of life.’
“Vhat is to be dons, then, papa? said tho
boy, a3 the hardness: of life. seemed to como
home to him.

'Ijhere

“There is only one safe course for a.ny o:_

us,and that is to do right from. the start,
and to keep on doing it.’

N[ES E}NGF‘R.-
i ‘How ‘about those who ha.ve made wrong: :
moves, papa."' ) iy . IS :

.lips.

Poor Miss C——. I fear that

it wasn't through drink I- made - ‘
‘the first wrong ‘move just now that 10"’5 me

The. player. may recover

‘row of the bones.

replied the father. - ‘A

‘They must take the consequences my
son.’”’ :

‘Dear mamma says ‘there .is . forgivem.ess _ ‘
with God,” whispered little Willie,

‘Your mamma is one of God’s gentle evan-

.gelists, dear boys, and what she bas told you
is the great comfort and str engbh and hope

of our lives, ‘amid the' mistakes and many
wrong ‘moves- we bhave made,’ ‘Tempcmn_ce

.Reoord.’

'A:S:luu;i)ering.l).emon Aroused

'1he t‘ollowmg startling account appears
in/an English jour nal: A man who had been
a'drunkard for many years was ‘induced -to
sign a pledge of total abstinence, which he
kept inviolate through” all ‘temptation. At
length, while superintending some repairs
on & hotel, the landlord offered him a glass

of beer. This he declined. He was urged'

lo drink, but still he refused. Continued

urging only made his_ refusal still more-

peremxptory, while he clalmed the right to
do.as he pleased. But for some reasom the
landlord chose to tempt him further, and
watching for an opportunity, tipped the
glass =o that some drops of beer fell on his
This taste was sufficient.to arouse the
demon of appetite that had so long slumber-
ed.. The glass was seized and drained of
1ts comtents with an eagerness that: startled
all who w1t.nosscd it. Work was abandozed
directly, and a family which had reJoiced
over the rescue of a husband and a father
from g fate worse than death, were prostrat-
ed with grief. Many efforts were afterward

made to rer‘l'nm him, and o&te’n did he pro- :

mise never again to touch the. desmoymg

- drink, but these promises were - quickly
broken.:

-He-had'lost ail poiver of ‘solf-con-
trol. EHe lived to. beoome a miserable vaga-
bond wandering - from place-- .to. place,
wretched -and despairirg, dy'mg at last in a
public almshouse, all because of a glass of
beer. = e :

"It Prevents Growth.

Professor 'J. W. Seaver, M.D.,, of Yale

University, in a recent article states that
data gathered by him among the students
show that studentis who use tobacco do not
grow in ‘height, weight, chest measure or
lung capacity, as do nomn-users. He also
states that when the highest possible work-

ing ahility {s demanded among the students

tobacco is .ono of the first things forbidden.

If these results are apparent among highly
favored col]ege stude«nts how much greater
must be tiie harm among those, who, by in-
heritance, training and surroundings are
less fortified, .

Tobacco strilces oven deeper than the mar-
It ‘assails the moral na-
ture;/ especially of the young., It deadens
the sensibililies and -weakens the. will, = It
dulls the intellect and"dwarfs the body. It
meate.; morbid -appetites, ‘and at all times
tends towards that which is evil at the ex-
pense of the. good Unless the tobacco
habit is checked, especially among boys and
young men; the inevitable result, I believe,
will be physical and moral impairment-and
a marked .degeneracy of the race.—.To.ae'ph
A. Conwell.

A'n English woman estimatcd that 1t all -

Englishmen would deny themselves of only
one-tenth the ajcohol they now waste their
money -upon, she .would be able with the

-proceeds . to send out 45,000 new mjssion-_

aries, giving - each. a salary of $1, 500 —_—
‘Golden Rule,’




