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SELF-HELPS.

Said a great financier, the late Jo-
seph E. Brown, of Georgia: “ The se-
cret of wealth getting 1s honesty. In
the first place be honest with your own
heart.” He was an honest man. He
began as the driver of an ox-cart, haul-
ing pine-knot fuel to peddle on the
streets of the county seat. When he
had saved a few dollars he read law,
first having picked up a little education
by studying at night. He was not a ge-

nius; his mind was slow to a degree;
but he had the prime gift of persist-
ence in a single line o? purpose. Inte-
grity, simplicity and ccol judgment won
cases for him against the splendid elo-
quence of far more magznetic men.
From the bar he passed to the bench,
from the bench to the Governor's ceat,
which he held for several terms; then
he was ckosen a United States Senator.

Mme LOUBET BELIEVES in AMERICAN EDUCAZION

Mme Loubet, the wife of the Presi-
dent of France, has brought a severe
storm of criticism upon herself by ad-
vocating in a speecch to the Freach
Mothers’ Society, co-education and
other American methods in training
young ladies. Mme Loubet, who is a

great friend and admirer of a number
of American ladies here, is sending six
impecunious girl protegees to Vassar
and Wellesley this fall. She has often
expressed the belief that female educa-
tion in the United States is better in
every way than in Europe.

Before the establishment of the
United States cach province had its
own paper currency in pounds, shiliings
and pence. The metaliic currency was
in Spanish dollars. These dollars,
from their being of the value of eight
reals, were called “pieces of eight.”
Accounts in the southern parts of North
America were kept in dollars and
reals, and as a distinguishing mark in
the books a canceled figure of 8 was
used. A period, or full stop, separated
the digits representing the reals or
cighths from those representing the
dollars. When the United States adopt-
ed the dollar as a money unit it was
found convenient to coniinue the old
mark in the South and adopt it in the
North. The present symbol, §, there-
fore, is this conventionalized form of
the old canceled figure 8, representing
the coin of 8 reals.

Teachers should keep in mind the
fact that the object of education is not
learning, but ability. The world is
looking for men who can do things
well, who can grasp a situation and act
independently and intelligently. Teach-
ers should ever be ready to combat
the theory that a young person neceds
a “pull” in these days to obtain a
foothold in the business world. No one
ever heard of a clerk being promoted
above another unless his qualifications

entitled him to such advancemeat.
When large interests are at stake no
employer will entrust the vital affairs
of his business to anyone simply be-
cause one of his ancestors did some-
thing for somebody else, nor will he
stop to inquire whether such ancestor
came by way of Plymouth Rock or
Castle Garden. The education that is
needed today is that which teaches a
child how to act promptly, how to con-
centrate his energies, and be loyval to a
trust.

This is an age of specialization. Men

“really competent to do some one
in every line of business. In most vo-
cations there are many filly described
who when their hair gets gray complain
that they are put aside for younger
men.
_ The young man who would succeed
in these days of sharp competition in
this city, which is the Mecca of bright
young men from all parts of this coun-
try and Europe, must choose some spe-
cial line of work and then make up his
mind that he will be better in his chos-
en line than any one else.

To be able to do one thing better
than any one else is a surer path to per-
manent success than to be able to do
half a dozen things passably well. —
New York World.




