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“ How pleasing, at least, how alle-
viating and mollifying are the reflec-
tions which rise out of the doctrine
of the sufficiericy of the Holy Serip-
tures, under the misfortunes to which
we often hear our brave countrymen
are exposed. I sometimes fancy I
see an old British sailor, having spent
his days in the service of his country,
sinking under the weight of age and
infirmities; and, during a voyage,
sickening, and hastening to die.
Alone in his hammock he reviews
his life; and Conscience condemns
it as ‘evil, only evil continually.
God, who till now, had not been in
all bis thoughts, seems to. summon
him to an impartial judgment. He
feels he cannot live, and he knows he
is not fit to die. Great is his misery
upon him. The pains of dissolying
nature are aggravated by the agonies

of his mind, oppressed with' an intol-’

erable load of guilt. Recollections
of blasphemies, debaucheries, -and

cruelties, cleave his soul asunder. In

this moment an honest messmate
comes, with pity in hisheart, and frank-

ness in his eye, bringing in his hand

the Holy Scriptures, the -message of
Almighty God to the wretched, com-
municated by your charity to.the
ship; ‘and redds him’ these words,
«As I live; ‘saith the Lord God, T
have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked. When I say unto the wick-
ed, thou shalt surely die; if he turn
from his sin, he shal! not die; none
of his sins that he hath committed
shall be mentioned unté Lkim. God
s0 loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life; for God, sent
not his Sonrinto the world to condemm
the world, but that the world through
him might be saved. Come now, let

us reason together ; .though your sins.

be as scarlet, ,they shall beavhite as
snow ; though they be red like crim=
son, they shall be as wool.”  Instantly
a unew world opens to his view.

ADVOCATE.

God is no longer the inexorable
Judge; he speaks the language of a
compassionate parent,- vehemently
concernegl for the welfare of his child.
Thig rebellious son meltsat his voice,
repents,.and believes the gospel:
throws himself into the arms of divine
clemericy, and with his last breath
mixes his adoration of God with
blessings on.you his benefactots, by
whose mears the Seriptures made
him wise unto salvition. All this
is possible.. I ask no more. The
possibility of administering such relief
to a fellow-creature in such distress,
is enough for me.

« I sometimes fancy 1 se¢ a ship-
wreck, all the crew, except one, lost;
and he thrown upon a desolate island,
the waters casting up along with him
one of your Bibles upon the beach.
What car the Bible do for this poor
man? Let us pause. After hisfirst
excesses have snbsided, after.he hath,
found what at first he, cou]d not;cam-~,
prehend, ghat he could live.qn the
fruits, and sleep in the shade, which"
the island affoids,~Jét 'us Suppose"
him sitting under 4 -bush, and read-
ing'¢ The Most High doeth- accords.
ing to his will.in. the.army of heaven,
and among the, iphabitants, of \the
earth, and none can stay his hand, or.

"say uhto him what doest thou? The

Lord is righteous in all-his ways,and
holy in allvhis. works. The.eyes. of:
all wait upon thee, and, thow givest
them their meat in due season, The
Lord upholdeth all that fall, andraiseth
up all those that bé bowed ‘down.
The Lord is nigh unto all them that
call upon him, to all that call upon
bim in truth. Call upon me in the
day of trouble, and I %vill deliver
thee, Would not.such information
as this put into hisheart, if not a joy:
unspeakable and full of glory, yet.a
calm resignation to the will of Brovix
dence, svhich,. in his condition, would.
be of more value. than the ~hole
world. Were such,a man:to enter
into the spirit of the Holy Scriptures



