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Of the Ufe, works and doctrines of Cal.
vin, by Mr. Audin, Kuight of the or-
der of St. Gregory the Greal, member
of the Academy cnd literary circle of
byons, of the Tiberine Academy of

Rome, of the Academy of the Calholic

Religion of the same city, §c. New

edition, revised and coriected. Paris.

1843

(coNTINCED)
CALVIN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DOURGRS,
1520—1532.

“The ideas of Gerard Calvin under-
wont a change, Whether because he had
divined the religious tendencies of his son
or foresaw the contests into which Ca.
tholicism was about to enter, and, amid
which the faith of the neophite might have
succumbed, or because theology presented

Days glido on, st longth there is no liope,
death spproacher. Happen how it may,
I shall see you ngain. Embrace Fraucis
Daniel, Philip, and all your household.
Have you ulrendy acquired n name among
the professors of Literature 1V'°

|

By the bedside of adying father, whoseo
ond has been announced by the physicians,
and when the priest is administering the
last riies of religion, Calvin writes this let.
rer, and,

«t Ho has no tear to announcs this newg
| to his friend ! Swve if he asks Duchem'n
for a single prayer? He describes the
Iscene as we would speak of an ordinary
«!drama. ¢ There is no hope of healih,
death is certain.’ The Doctor, who goes
forth from the room of the sick man in his
agony, would not speuk of it otherwise.
and yet the kiss which he was about to im.

to his view but a rude carcer replete with

perils, and witiout profit or glory, he de-

sired to give a diflarentdi action to the stu. |

diesof isson. Wordly thouglus apitated
the paternal breast, as Calvin himself re-
marks.”®

The law was then the path te emolus
ment, to henora, and toglory. FrancisI.!
bad inyited Andrew Alciati to Bourges,
where, for the large salary of 1200 ecus:
he was teaching law, and giving celebrity!
to the university of that city. Thither Ger,

ard determined to send his son, who, with-.

out murmur, went first to. Orlsans, 10 at-
tend the lectures of the famous Counseilor
(jurisconsulate,; Tierre dé VEstoille, in

press on the lips of his father was to be the
jast: he will never see him againt tho fas
ther and the child will never meet again,

* Gerard, an inipenitent papist according
10 Beza, has no dwelling but one of fire ;

VJoha, the evangelist, chosen by God, wil|

,see the Lord face to face.” ¢ Thus the re-
{ formation lias already extinguished filia)
sensibility in this young heart. Luther
had not the sad consolation to see the
aged Haas expire. TFar distant from his
father, ho that the last hour hus
‘sounded for the miner of Mwrha, and 1hen
lhe also writes to a friend, but with wha!

bitter sadness, and what poignant sor.
ow '

]

learns

erder to qualify himself for the university:

of Bourges. Dierre de 'Estbillo taugh,
Calvin how to atgue more closely, to cug
off from his phraseology its too great ex-
uberance, to use ornmaments and figures
with sobriety, and to give niore freshness
10 his style,  Calvin wag acute, studious
and much esteemed by his master.’ But
Francis Baldwin, Balduibus says, #that
Calvin at College played no other part b’
that of calumpiator of his companions .
that thesecalled him aceusativus, saying'

of hin,. *John knbws ow 1o decline even!

as far ak the accusative. ?

From Otleans he went to Bourges: |
where bis studies vrere suddenly interrupt.
ed, by a summons bomo 1o the bedside of
diis sick father.’

“ Gerard Calvin slept in the fuith of his

i Calvin retvrned from Noyon 1o Boudges,
‘to learn from the man of all sciences, Al.
ciati of Milaa, He Leard him and was in
admiration. Always among tho first at
the lessons, he tuok his post nearthe pi 3+
fessor’s chair, and, with gaping mouth,
fixed goze, listened jo a sort of gxtacy to
the words of Alciati. In hisown room, he
filled his note books with the fing thipgs be
xlwd just heard.
“ He wrote and studied till night, and
10 enable himself 1o dv so, ate little at sup-
per; afterwards, in the morning, while yet
in his conch, he ruminated upon what he
ihad learned the evening before.”
He also attended the lessonsof Melchios
Wolmar, a German Lutheran, who seems
to have soon directed his attention tawards

# | ie sought to explain, as ha might have done

ancestors, reconciled with the Church"l“' scholar of Noyon, as likely.to be of
which he had saddened, and mttering a 573 aid in advancing the principles of the
prayer with bis Jips for the salvation of a | reformation. In a letter, which this pros
son, abott to be exponed 10 the tempta- | f""" wrote to Farel, we may perceive

tions of the world.  Calvin has recorded
no description of the last moments of bis
father ; pmbably becanse he would have
been obliged to paint the hopes of a soul,
which was breaking its terrestrigl ties 1o
soat at the sords of the priest.~ Depart,
Christian soul, from this body of clay, and
go 1o your God. Behold the firg line,
traced by the studeat ia a letter 10 Nicho.
1as Ducheniin

Qg leaving I had ;mmusad 1o be with
you soon. 1 wis waiting: but my father'y
sickness has delayed my depacture. The
physicians induced mo 10 hope for are-
wra to hesith, then 1 thought of ihee,

* éi!vin prefaco ad psal.

whatgreat hopes lic fuunded vpon Calvin's
‘ pellzsk humour,
H

&

**As to Culvin, I donotso mucb fear
| his tortuous gcnms. as 1 hope well from
it; for this vice is suited 1o the advance.
ment of our affuirs, to make him a greay
defender of our opinions, because he will
not sv casily be taken himself, as he wiil

be able to envolope his adversaries i
greater snares.”

Calviu, 1o his praise be it Krown, long
retuembered the driendship of this profess |
sor, and in his commentary on the episile

to the Corinthians, speaks greatfully of his
good Wolomar,

1

E—————

* Ms. ox Bib, Geocy.

The advics of Wolaar, itls suid. induc-
ed Calvin 1o resuma the study of iheo.
logy. One day, while professor anu pus
pil wore taking theic usval evening pro-
wmennde, Wolmar said to him: Do you
know that your father hus mistak-n yaur
vocation ? You are not called to preach
lare liko Aleia'i, nor 1o spout Greek as |
do; give yoursolt to theology, for théo-
logy is the mistress of ail the sciences.®’

* These words decide the future of Cals
vin, and that very day, he threw aside hig
[omer and sethimself to stody the word
of God. Now, this. word which hu found.
in the bible, was not the Latin of the Vul-
gate, still this day read in the church and
the school, but it was the Frenchof Le
Fevre d'Etaples, or perhaps of John Olic
vetan, which with the zeal of a neophyte,

one of those ancient comedies, upon whigh
Melchior was commen'ing. A Catholic

him that a beautiful exegesis of the holy
books existed, having been tranymitted
from age to age, from Jesus to Leo X,
and against which no human voice could
prevail, were it that of Arius, Berengarius,
or of Linther—awmbpority. The musteg
would have shown him at that very mo-
ment the bible tmid the contesisof men
loving novelties, of Zuinglius, Luther,
Melanethon, (Eicolampadius, Capito, ile-
dio, Bucer, who could not understand
themselves, and wore building a Babel, l
whose construction 3till remaine,”®

professor would not have' forgotien to tell |

man nipre likean anactmist than an aposs
tle of the gospel, Beza, finds his type i
Gorydon chanting his loved Alexis, an
shocks chastoears with strains of equivoex
Move. Yet it is he, who dares tell us o
the sad state of inorals at Orleans an
Bourges befure tha ariival of Calvin,uu
who nssert that,

“The spark of faith burned only in 1w«

{ or thres bosoms,-~in tiinse of Dunpiel, thy

lawyer, and of Nich~las Duchemin ; they
then hope in Christ, our revdecier, way
’exlinct ; thax his blood was no longer 10,y
voked for sinners ; culummes nlncln L.
ther spread upon his path, when he aps
peared at Wittemberg, Ocolampudius, on
his entry into Baie, Zuinglivs on hism uns
tains of Schwytz, and Bucer at Sitaisburg,

Some have wished te compare Beza and
Meluacthon, two nutures oniirely dissimis
lar.  With Bezu, it was matter poeticaily
organized ; his ear could be shocked by
the jar of limping verses, nn Sffended by
the sound of a doubtful epither, and lus
brain was fertile in the production of all
sort of metres—but his soul 100k no pare
in ‘his mechanica) labour. You may see
him in the ubbey of Cloney slighily nov-
ed by the devastation caused by the refor-
mers:  The mutilated stotues, lie arabes
ques shattered by the lance of a soldier,

 the'richest works of art ruined bys vandal

funatitism may claim a slight tribate of
regret.  But cold and unmoved as the
marble, does he hiehold those priests whose
zea! and tuste had ruised these stenes,
blessed them, and consecrated to the Lord,

Among the pupils, that thronged round
the chair of Melchoir Wolmar, was Beza, ;
who has beon, by Catholicism, less harshly
judged than by Protestantism, which calls
him “the opprobrium of France,a simopi-
ac, and on infumous libentine.” A flue
young man,” says Bolsec, “quite perfum-
ed with.ambér and posey, wlxo at the same
time made court to women, to the muses,
and 1o his professor, Wotmar. Tha pro-
fessor spoiled him, the muses inspired him
with sorgs which Cuatullus would nothare
disavowed, the women deceived him. It
oppexrs that the seholar of Vezlay had
reason to complain of themland he was
compelled 1o seek in a fanburg of Paris for
a health comprised in their service. He
is the'sole astist which the Genevan refor-
mation has produced.” Ho then th\mg})x
Fosy of the word of God than of Anac:eon
and Horace, and spent histims in celebra-

iambirs. whick he read to his companions.
—Ho sang the praises of hs loved Aude-
bert in verses which might bave been ap-
plauded at Rome at its most corrupt epoch,

but which should have been burat in
France. In after Tifo these caused him
lively chagrin, aad had they nothave been
mads imperishable by the 1ype of the prin-
ter, Rubdrt Eiienne, he would have torn
them from his book of epigrams, “We
must sumnon Catullus 1o give tésximoﬁy
to the virtues of Beza, in default ¢ Clris.
tian poots, uncient or mddern, whom we
would vainly exitume ss bail'for the fnno. ]

cence of his verses to Candidn and’ Ande~
bert, :

Worse'even than Luther, who, 'ovat his

stroog beer of Thurgan. at thie tavern of
the Biack Eagle, was wont 10 treat of wo.

E

ting hisamorous conquesis in trocheesand .

:driven from their holy dwelling, shelter-

less, and’ without bread. Melanchon
was =nt constituted thus, he had a sou}
which lived and foit.—Had you geen Me-
lancthon when Luther, at Cobusg, wished
lobireak to piecesihe clerical hieraschy,you
might have surprised the tears trembling
on his eyelids, for the ruin of the episcon _
pacy.
* If he chances, like Beza, 1o héar 5t )
Strd:sbourg the stones of the sacred edifice
chaunting a concert of Catholiz souveniss, '
he will not insult the faith of the f’uho
who'stesp in the vaults of the church. »
will ‘not damn them like Beza, the scholsr
of Verelay., Becauzo his muther was o
Catholic, as was ths mother of Beu and
Calvin, aud he cannot imagine that c¥
will not hixve pity on her whose milk had
‘nourished him. Calvin, in his puritanizme,
sent 10 eternal flames, all who did no
march by'the light of the reformstion.
You are mistaken if you imagine thas Gog
placed Beza near Calvip, in order tatem-
per his ferociouszerl. Beza indeed heg &
lyre, but he will not use it: and besules,
will Culvin who compares himself, jo »
propher, listen to it?  Blusic and poetry
will never assume empive over a sou) 0
cold as that of Calvin,”* .
Beza and Calvin, by wordly ties of
friendship, were united for the work of
ruin, Hnued of ¢ epapac). of pnen& oi-'
the Thatliotic religion, bands them togetbcr.
Tn their anholy zeal, they trample into
duft the lofusst and most per‘fecs cteatione
of genivs and art, To ‘yob the suiiits of
véristation they allow the prized labburs
'of the half inspired sculptor to bs broken’

to'piecesy and thy cxnvdis, inmartalised by’



