The Achicvements of Carist.

tion by which it was surrounded. It
ennobled the character, and purified
ihe morals of mankind. It raised
society from the ineffable slough
into which it had fallen, imparted
tenderness and fidelity to the do-
mesnc  relations of life, and en-
shrined marriage in a sanctity before
unknown, Notwithstanding the cor-
ruptions by which it became infected
in the days of its power and pride,
even the worst form of Christianity
was infinitely preferable to the
abominations of paganism. It gave
a sacredness before unconceived to
human life. It averted the sword
from the throat of the gladiator, and,
plucking helpless infancy from ex-
posure to untimely death, nourished
itin Christian homes. It threw the
xgis of its protection over the slave
and the oppressed, raising them from
the condition of beasts to the dignity
of men and the fellowship of saints.
With an unwearied and passionate
charity it yearned over the suffering
and sorrowing everywhere, and
created a vast and comprehensive
orgamzation for their relief, of which
the world had before no example
and had formed no conception. It
was a holy Vestal, ministering at the
altar of humanity, witnessing ever of
the Dwvine, and keeping the sacred
fire burning, not for Rome, but for
the world. Its winsome gladness
and punity, in an era of unspeakable
pillution and sadness, revived the
sking heart of mankind, and made
wssible a Golden Age in the future
ranscending far that which poets
sictured 1n the past. It blotted out
el laws, like those of Draco, writ-
ten in blood, and led back Justice,
long bamished, to the judgment seat.
it ameliorated the rigours of the
mnal code, and, as experience has
shown, lessened the amount of crime.
It created an art purer and loftier
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than tbat of paganism ; and a litera-
ture rivaling in elegance of form,and
surpassing in nobleness of spirit,
the sublimest productions of the
classic muse. Instead of the sensual
conceptions ot heathenism polluting
the soul, it supplied images of purity,
tenderness, and pathos, which fasci-
nated the imagination and hallowed
the heart. It taught the sanctity of
suffering and of weakness, and the
supreme majesty of gentleness and
trauth.

In summarizing these results our
author eloquently remarks: ¢ With
Christianity began the organized and
individual charity of modern Europe,
which for these eighteen centuries
has wiped away so many tears,
softened so much suffering, saved so
many young lives from misery and
sin, ministered at so many death-
beds, made the solitary evening of
Iife sweet to so many forsaken ones,
and the morning glad to so many
who would have been born to sor-
row and shame ; which in so many
countries has cared for the sick, the
blind, the deaf, the crippled, the out-
cast and the tempted ; the young,
the orphan, the foundling, and the
aged. Surely, if anything is a fore-
gleam of that kingdom of heaven
which is yet to shine over the earth,
it is the brotherhood of spirit, shown
in the charity of the modern world.
This is most distinctly the fruit of
Christ’steachings. Allhuman beings
of whatever rank, or under whatever
disabilities of misfortune, became of
equal value in the eyes of His fol-
lowers, as being those for whom He
lived and in bebalf of whom He felt
it not unworthy to die.”

In anothr . paper we will trace our
author’s treatment of the influence
of Christianity during the medizxval
and modern periods.
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