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lion by which it was surrounded. It
eanobied the character, and purifled
th morals of mankind. It raised
society frorn the ineffable slough
into %vhich it had fallen, imparted
îetideratss and fidelity to the do-
mestie relations of life, and en-
shinti aarriege in a sanctity before
unnin. Notwitbstanding the cor-
ruptioasby %vhich it becanieinfected
in tht days of its power and pride,
even the worst formi of Christianity
wças infinitely preferable to the
abominations of paganism. I. gave
a sacredness before unconceived to
human life. It averted the sword
from the throat of the gladiator, and,
piucking helpless infancy fmom ex-
posure to untiniely death, nourished
it in Christian homes. It threw the

ois of its protection over the slave
and the oppressed, raîsing them frorn
the condition of beasts to the dignity
of men and the fellowship of saints.
WVith an unweamied and passionate
charity it yearned over the suffering
and sorrowing everywhere, and
created a vast and comprehensive
organization for their relief, of which
the world had before no example
and had formed no conception. It
iras a holy Vestai, niinistering at the
aitar of humanity, %vitnessing ever of
the Divine, and keeping the sacmed
fire burning, not for Rome, but for
the %vorld. Its winsome gladness
and purity, in an era of unspeakable
931[ution and sadness, revived the
sinkmrg heart of rnankind, and made
p3ssible a Golden Age in the future
tunscending far that which poets
Pictured in the past. It biotted out
cruti laws, like those of Draco, writ-
ttn in blood, and led back justice,
leng ba-nishetu, to the judgment seat.
it ameliorated the rigours of the

t nal code, and, as experience has
shû%vn,lesseneci the amounit of crime.
li caieu an art purer and loftier

Cher's triais, pcr-wenîtions and joys. Noithcr avoids nom iles aniythîing frorn thc
Otber. They delighit ta visit the sick, succour the needv, and daily to Iay thecir
offetings befome the alt.ir without scrupie or constmaint. Thicy (Io not iieed to keep
lbe s,1gn of the cross hidden, nom to express secretiy thieir Christin Joys, nomr re-
e hy sttal th the cuchamist. Th'lcy join in psalms and hymns, and strive wlio
Wlnr praise Gofi. Christ rcjoices at the sighit. and sends Iliq peace uipon thein.

%woarc ini Ils anie lie also is ; and wvherc He is, theme cvil cantot corne."
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than that of paganismu; and a litera-
ture rivaling in elegance of forni, and
surpassing in nobleness of spirit,
the sublimest productions of the
classic muse. Instead of the sensual
conceptions oi heathenisrn polluting
the soul, it supplied images of purity,
tenderness, and pathos, which fasci-
flateti the imagination and halinwed
the beayt. It taught the sanctity of
suffering and of weakness, and the
supreme majesty of gentleness and
trnth.

In summarizing these resuits our
author eloquent>' remarks: . 'With
Christianity began the organized and
individual charity of modern Europe,
wvhich for these eighteen centuries
has iviped away s0 many tears,
softened so anuch suffering, savedl 50
inany young lives from niisery and
sin. ministered at so many death-
beds, made the soiitary evening of
life sweet to so many forsaken ones,
and the anorning giad to so mnany
who %vouid have been born to sor-
row and shame; which in so many
coun tries bas cared for the sick, the
biind, the deaf, the crippied, the out-
cast and the tenipted ; the young,
the orphan, the foundling, and the
aged. Sureiy, if anything is a fore-
gieamn of that kingdomn of heaven
which is yet to shine over the earth,
it is the brotherhood of spirit, shown
in the charity of the modemn world.
This is most distinctly the fruit of
Christ's teachings. Allhumanb'eings
of whatever rank, or under %vhatever
disabilities of roisfortune, became of
equal value in the eyes of His fol-
lowers, as being those for whom, Me
lhved and in behlf of whom, He felt
it not unworthy to die."

In a-noth', .paper we will trace our
author's treatment of the influence
of Christiamnty during the mediveval
and moderni periods.


