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An inscription found on a stone at one of the prinéip-,l gates,
some fifty years ago,-records that icThis ehurch of blessed John
Baptist was restored by Arcadilus the son of Theodosius." That
,was about A.D. 395,
seventy years after
the establishment 'of
Christianity.

On the establish-
ment of the Moslem
Empire in the seventh
-century, the býuilding
was .equally divided
hetween the Chris-
tians and the Moham-
inedans; but, in less
.than another century,
the latter, in defiance
of a solemu treaty,,
seized the whole of it.

. Through a trap-,
door in the roof of one
,of the bazaars which
.adjoins it, we elimbed.
up on the roofs to see
a doorway to the mos-
que whieh is buîlt up
with modern build-
ings. It is a portail
of the early Christian
I)eriod, richly orna-. ENTERING A 3OSQUE.

inented with serolis
and foliage, and having over its central arcli a cross and the
foliowing inscription:

il EAYXIAEIA 20T, !Ê, DAMAEIA JIANTQ2N TÛ?N AM~NflN, RAI Il
AEEIOTIA 10Y EN IIA11A I'ENEA RAI rENEA

«Thy kingdom, O Christ is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy
,dominion endureth throughout ail generations."

How wond.erful. that sucli an inscription should have been
.allowed. to remain on this great Mohammedan mosque for t-weive
hundred years! What pledge and propheey it lias maintained,
through ail the centuries of desecration of His sanctuary, and
despoliation of Ris people, and yet there shahl be an end. Hie
reigns, and H1e must reign. Pespite frenzy and fanaticism,


