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*of having a large nunibèr of the parents
Tresent on that day. The reason of this
rnay be attrib)uted to different defects : one
cf ,vhich is that the parents have not yet
been enlivened i'ith a spirit of personal
interest towards the school. But the second
and greater cause miay be that niany of the
teachers still retain the old plan of conduct-
ing the exanîination. The parents are
called in for a couple of liours to witness
the cleverness of the piipil on a reading
lesson, and a few set questions on which
they have heen specially drilled for the
last couple of weeks, in ordcr to niake it
appear that they are remarkably well posted
in their subjects, and that the teacher lias
wrought -a very wonderfully marked ini-
provernent in bis school. The parents are
flot ýo, easily deceived. They can plainly
see that the teachier is trying to, imisrepreseAt
bis school. And it is a fact that this lias so
long becn practiced upon the nîinds of the

# people, that it lias cre:ited in them a feeling
of disgust and indignation. Inistead of
being considered by themn as a timne to,
acquire a knowledge of the progress of
their school,thiey look uipon it only as a day
set apart by the teacher te, deccive theni
by mnaking the school ap>pear beyond wbat
it really is. And certainly rn:ery lionest tca-
cher must be interested to knov that such
a pernicious scbenîe is now fast gliding out
of existence. For the crafty and dishionest
teacher lias by this sordid device long
enlough shaken the courage of, and grasped
fromi the true labDrer-Ihis fellow teacher,
that respect and liraise which were not bis
rights, and clairned theni for liinself Mihen
lie but se littie deserved theirâ. Little pr~o-
gress must there lia;e beenl macle in a
school during the quarter, if they are able
te exhibit the ivhole oif it in one short after-
noon, and littie could a parent judge of
their standing in so short a tinie. It is no
wonder at aIl, tinder such circunistances,
that the teacher should have but a few to at-

tend bis examination, nor sbould lie be
disappointed in flot finding it otherwise.

I hiold that examinations, to, be thorôv1.ghi
and testing sbouild occupy the last week of
each quarter. But as this mighit flot nieet
the approbation of the whole section, it
niighit be well for the teacher to have the
exanîination for at least one da y, and that a
lpart of the wvork be perforrned on paper by
somne of the higher classes, while some of
other classes are undergoing an oral exani-
ination by the teacher, or other person that
may see fit to examine them-.

Having some of the hiiglier classes to, un-
dergo a ivritten examination in sosie of the
subjects, îvould also fit them for passing the
exaination at the County Board for certifi-
cates. And likely the Board of Exanuiners
would flot have so inany ridiculous pap.ers
to look over as they genera-;lly do at the
time of examinations of teachers for certifi-
cates, hiad mnany of the young untutored
candidates previously undergone a siniilar
test,anct rec'eived sorne instruction from. bis
(or lier) teacher, in wh.it miner or form to,
give bis ansvers.

By having the examinationso, carried out,
the teacher is also, enabled to rnake out and
report to the parents the standing of their
children in the school, and thieir classes, at
the close of eachi quarter; and this 1 con-
sider to be of incalculable value and essen-
tial in awakening the sîcepers of the section
to a, spirit of interest in the school, wlio
wvill el er after be biis btrongest supporters,
and will crowd bis rooin on the examination
day.

Tliese are a few remarks 1 have wished
to suggest on I'Conduicting Quarterly Exani-
mnations.» Indeed, a very little lias hiereto-
fore been said on this part of the teacher's
duty, and these few hints nîay perhaps in-
duce somne one else to take hold of the
question and give us a fuller and better-
method of conducting theni.
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