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CORRESFONDENCE.

&9

reliaving ma of mubh cara and snxiety,
and to-the brethren gtlarge for theirmany
tokens of cordinlity and friendship. Dne.
ing these years agsooiations have been
formed which I bope aund trust will
strepgthen with advancing years, and in
the declive of life will bp looked bagk upon
with great pleasure. This Grand Lodge.
which we all love so much, and of whose
record we are so proud, may sgain be
thrown ona turbplent and tempestuous
sea. God grant that able ‘and sldliful
craftsman may guaide her course, and that
the time may speedily come when peace,
hermony, and contentment shall prevail
within all onr borders, To that end I
earnestly urge every hrather to judicionsly
and honestly work and pray.
E. R. JOBNSON,

G. 3 G.L.OFQ

MMontreal, Janunary 23, 1885.

@Govrespondence.
¥e do nat hold ourselves resy Dl for the opini

of our Correspendsnts,

SUNDRY AMENDMENTS T0O THE
CONSTITUTION.

o the Editor of THE CANADIAN CRAFISMAN.

Dear Sz anp Broreer,—“Tempora
wmutantur, £c.” And if we would
%oep up with the times in Masonic
matters, we should see that onr con-
stitutional law is no hindrance to the
march of improvement. .. It is abso-
Tutely necessary that the Constitution
gqould be amented in some respects

om time to time, so that our idesl
Institution may be found fully capable
of adapting itself to all the needs,
hopes, weaknesses and aspirations of
Jkuman nature, and the changiag oir-
ouinstances of cur ever-varying exis-
$ence.

% would not advocate change for
the eake of chenge, nor do I believe
in altering the Constitution, unless it
18 found resally necessary or expedient
to do s0; and every proposed amend-
mment should ba oarefally and mature-
Iy considered before its adoption. It
18 g wise foptnre In our law, that &
Fear must elapsa hetwean the proposal
©of en amendment and its decision,
thoreby giving 1o the representatives
of the orafi ample ime and oppor-
{onty for corefnl deliberation.

One nmendment, that § would like
to suggest, is somewhat i the natnre
of en intar-jurisdiotional cavenant.
We are swrounded by other Grand
Liodges, and it sowmetimes happens
that an aspirant for the mysteries of
Masonry near the border-line, may
live nearer to a forpign lodge than o
s lodge in Ontario. Such cases have
occurred, and will, donbtless, again
arise; and o prevent inconvenience,
and in & spirit of fairness to all eon-
cerned, & new section could be intro-
dueed in our Constitution, to read as
follows:— o

*“When an applicant for initiation,
residing in this jurisdiction, bas hi-
place of residence nearer to & lodg.
in & sister jurisdiction, than to & lodge
in this jurisdiction, such nearer lodge
may receive and act upon the petition
of such applicant, provided that the
Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction will
grant the like privilege to lodges in
this juriediction.”

Another amendment seems to bs
necesgary to cure-an omisgion. There
is no provision which gtates or da-
fines the gnalifications of the “recom-
menders” of a oangdidate, and it is
only inferentially stated that the pe-
tition is to be recommended at all,
and that is supposed to be done by
the insertion .of the words “resom-
mended by in the form of applios-
tion. This proposed amendinent
shonld state that “every petition for
initistion must be recommended by
at least two members of the lodge
who are Master Masons.” Without
this, it might be said that the petition
could be recommended by two enter-
od apprentices or fellow-erafis, or two
brethren who may not be members of
the lodge. :

An amendment, of a similar kind,
is =lso negessary as to members ap-
plving for affilistion. This could bg
ordered gs follows:— .

«Every propesition fer. affiliation
shall bs recommended by at leastiwe
membors of the lodgewho are Master
Masons, and shall' he tpfetred 'to 5

| committee sppointsd by the Meastsr,



