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cal Un iversities lias un'questioiably
proved unsatisfactory, so far as thor-
ough and accurate scholarship is con-
cerned. Within the last century no
fewer than fivc hundred andi thir/y-six
legree-conferring "colleges" have

bcen cestablisied in the United States.
Their ilost prominient educationists
admit and deplore the results, and arc
mîoving in the iatter of securing a
national systeni.

In our Province we have seven suhi
institutions-all but one "denomina-
tional." The Iast charter granted by
our legislature was given, it is gener-
ally adnitted, as a ma/ter of course.
Consequently, the casiest way to de-
termine the probable increase of col-
leges in Ontario, is simply to ascer-
tain how many denomninations are jet
unrrircsented by a university. The
position recently taken by our legisi*'-
turc is dreadfuily impar/ia. It is to
be hoped thiat it will be as wihing
to providc the necessary safeguards,
and "I make assurance doubly sure">
by precautionary measures anticipat-
ing and favouring Consolidation. The
wholesome. restrictions of the latter
would naturally check the undue
multiplication of new colleges.

(4.)The uncertain value thus given
to degrees niay' seriously interfere with
general uniforiity and efficiency in
our High Schools and Collegiate In-
stitutes. The Head Masters of these
institutions are all equal in the eye of
the law, whether young graduates of
eighteen, or mature experienced gradu-
ates of thirty. The evil feared is
somewhat checked by the regulation
which requires a candidate for head-
mastership to produce not only a de-
grec in Arts froni some British uni-
versity, but also a certificate issued by
the Minister of Education, showing
that he has lad experience in teach-
ing; and, secondly, by the discrimina-
ting power of trustees. Nevertheless,
both these safeguards may be neglect-
ed, and work made for future repen-

tance. Somle safer guarantee is re-
quired, and this is best obtained by
giving to University degrees in On-
tario, not only a legal, but also a fixed
minimum value. Our High Sclools
and Collegiate.I nstitutes formni an integ-
ral part of the systei. As feeders of
the Universitics, they imîay bc expect-
cd to give frecly if in turn tley reccive
freely. Thlis interdepcndence is sonie-
tines lost sight of by those who can
be satisfied with anything less than tic
highest possible efficiency in our High
Schools. The latter reolenish the
Freslhnian classes of the college; these
soon become Seniors and return, p'.any
of thei, to the High Ochool to pro-
duce more Freshien. The spring
cannot rise above the fountain.

(5.) Under the present systein the
sanie individuals may be both profess-
ors, and examiners of their own stu-
dents. They arc thus exposed to
censure and the suspicion of favour-
itism. A plan by which numbcrs not
names should be adopted, and, at
least, associate examiners appointed.
" Why should college professors," it is
soietinies asked, "unassociated with
others, examine their own students,
while Hligh School Masters are pro-
hibited even from being present dur-
ing the Intermniediate Examination?"

(6.) The magnificent endowment
set apart by Government for the pro-
motion of iigher education is now
given exclusively to one institution
that is doing less tharn one-half the
bona-fide university work of the coun-
try. One of two things is truc: Eith-
er the colleges, other than University
College, are not doing work recogniz-
able as true university work, or there
is an unjust appropriation of a gener-
ous and well.intended endowment. If
the latter is true, the evil will soon
correct itself. If, on the contrary,
the colleges are not doing the work
to be rewarded, the Government
should be consistent, cancel their
charters, and turn them into Collegi-


