THE INSTRUCTOR.

23

S

—— -~

Fees paid pexr sckonl, . . L1
Balance unaccounted for, £1,510
CATHOLIC,

Population, . .. E3,508
School Graat, . .. £5,012
Number of Schools, . . 91
Pupils, . . s . 56090
Abletoread, . . . 18It
Average salevy ofteachers, €30 10s
Fees paid per school, L1 3s.

Balance unaccounted for, L1678

The Legislature appropriated £330
sterling, per annum, for tne purpose
of training Teachevs; but none avail
themselves of it, in consequence of the
soeall amount of salavies received for
teaching ; and there is no Normal
School on the Island. So that the stute
of elementary education in Newfound-
land is by no means flattering; and
“looking tothe future, *t1s deeply to be
regreited thatno brighter view presents
itself Jtis now cuntemplated tosubdi-
videthe Protestantgrant between Epis-
copalians, Weslevans, and other Pro-
testants, A bill fr this purpose was
introduced last session—was read a
first {ime—-and met with no opposition;
and next year it will nrebably be the
Jaw of the land. The effect of it will
be that Episcopzlians and Weslcyans
will have Seperate Schools: their
children will no longer receive com-
tamination from one another, by sit-
ting on the same form. The Lpisco-
palians nuomber 42,638—Wesleyans,
20,144—other Protestant denomina-
toas 1,213. The Protestant Educa-
tional Grant will b subdivided into
three sharés, proportioned to tnese
numbeys. The consequence will be
that the number ot schools in the dif-
fercnt settlementis will be augmented,
and, s a necessary result, the solavies

of teachers lowered, and the poor cdu-
cation already attainable, it is to be
{feared, will be deterioraied. Jealous-
ies, rivalries and denominational dif-
ferences will be increased and embit-
tered;—the P’rotestant denominations,
educated apart frem one another, wil
be more alicnated and less capable of
united action; and there will be no
counteractive to Sectarianism. The
progress that has hitherto becn made
in education will be checked ; and mo-
ney oill be handed over to each deno-
mination to be expended very much
asthey please. Peachers will be prac-
tically under dominion of their respee-
tive clergy, Al the evils that bave
arisen from division will be inveterat~
ed. In settlements where one school
would be suificient, and where one
teacher might have a respectable in-
come, there will be three poorly qua~
lificd teachers on wretched pittances:
Thus, if abuses have resulted from
division hitherto, the increase of that
division will mvltiply and perpctuate
the evil,” )

Although the preceding statements
does not show by anv means a flater-
ing state of educational matters in
Newfoandland, according to the large
expenditure of money by the Le risla-
ture, still, on the whole, though the
inst-uetion for the want of properly
trained teachers, cannot e equal to
that imparted by the teachers of ele~
mentary schools in the Lower Provin-
ces; the number of pupils at school,
in proportion to population, is not far
behind that of New Brunswick or Ne-
va Scotta. New Brunswick sends
one-ninth nearly; Nova Scotia one-
ninth; and Newfoundland a fraction
over one-tenth of their population to
School.



