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Truth, in many inHtances, is like niwUcino, oxoflo<lingly unpalatable when
admmigtoi-CHl by itself, but, if disguised and carefully mixed in a tasteful vehicle.W usually acceptable and admirably borne even by liersons troubled with mockmodesty and tender nerves

; thus it is that the Author in the foUowinir pairescombines it with fiction. If some of the characters in this narrative do not hapm^n
to please the literary epicure, it is n6t intended that they should ; and if anyof
the scenes—all of which are drawn true to nature, without any attempt at color

°J ,rf'>i?*»--«.*'°»J*^ «*»<^'' **'e feelings of those who have hwl little or no experience
of life, then the writer is content, from the simple fact that the desired effect is
produced and the practicvl results^lutary. That there are hundreds, yea thou-
sands, of living/«c «««/«, of Theoaoi-e Bloat running at large upon society and
infecting the youth of the land, no one need attempt to deny ; for, unfortunately
there are but too many to testify that, l^ce Harman Abbott, they have been
ensnaringly victunized at the hands of such men ; in that character, therefore Ihave endeavprcd to draw a lift^like portrait, at least as far as was compatible withthe general features of the sto^. np. v ;

*

vl!!Ti ^''"^^^^^y T«»-*J'«e the slory was first published weekly in theElom OW..r, whether the gr^^ part-if not the whole-was not true,: orwhether it was from inmgmatioa? because th^ftt, if fi-om the latter, they never keAa^novel so^yery riaturalUml life-like. I shall state hoi-e, in case theii should boany who might 1« disposed to ask similar qj^tions, that it was not written fromany one caae which came speciall!/ ""«ler my notice, but from close ol«orvation of

comnmn^l
' ""^ ""''' ^""^^^ '^^'^ at imagery ^ I was enabled to

I have entitled it - A New Dominion Story," because I saw fit to bring the'two chief heroes to Cana^lian shores ; aiid in giving the finishing toiich t? the

iw & "^.^"^
"""^^J." t^P'*^') ^^^« endeavored to draw such a strike

contrast between them at the death-scene of Bloat, as cannot fail to recall to themind of the reader all he has perused, even from the forlorn Clam as she stood by
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*^l ^^.S^^^^^ ^ t^e impressive sight in the
b,«-ix5om. I should hav^ made the tale more Canadian in chamcter, such aspainting mqre minutely the peculiarities and numerous advantaais of the countrybut conceived It to be out of place-running to extremes it mO^ be termed~hia work hke the pi-esent Shortly after I commenced wiiting^he story S^Sendwho 18 considered a ready writer, and, if I am to judge from his physiog^, a sha™'nipping cntic.^too, yolunteered the opinion, that it was easierVbegiA a noySlthan to complete one suqcassfully

; whereupon I ventured to offet on% also-Tdon t remember whether it was with fear and tveml)ling-and unhesitatingly re-

that I feel highly favored andr gratified at the many flatteiing expressions ?fopinion I have received regarding this little work, and sincerely hope that all whoperuse these pages will give the verdict in my favour, by acknowlediLg the moZtherein conteined to be worthy of their notice: then, and only then,"shall iXrewai-ded for my labour. '
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