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TIIE Charfer of the HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY, was iateiy laid Befor'e five of the most eminent LAw-
vens in £ngland, with some Queries, as to the legal effect of various clauses; to which they returned the fol-
pwivganswers:

-4, We are of opirion, that the Grant of the soil, contained in the Charter, is good, and
that it will include all the Country, the waters of which run into lludson’s Bay, as ascer-
fained by geographical observation.

« 9. We are of opinion, that anindividual helding from the ITudson’s Bay Company, a
lease or grant in fee simple of . any portion of their Teiritory, will be enutled to all the or-
dinary rights of landed propérty,as in England, and will be entitled to prevent other persons
from occupying any part of the linds, from citting down timber, und fishing in the adjoming
saters, (being such a$ a private right of fishing may subsist in,) and may (peaceably, it Le
can, or otherwise, in due course of law,) disposess them' of any buildings, which they bave re-
cently erected within the limits of his property.

« 3. We are of opinion, that the Governors and-Council, appointed by the Company to -
command their establishments, areby the Charter law(ully authorized to try, according to
the laws of England, all causes, civil or criminal, which wnay arise within the Company’s
‘Territoriés. - But we cannotadvise them' o exercise a criminal jurisdiction, so as to dffect
life or limb, without a reference upon each case of conviction, to the pleasure of the executive
Government in Epgland, =~ i

<« 4. "We are of opinion, that the Company may appoint a Sheriff, to execute the judg-
ments of the Court, and that be will be entitled to exercise the same powers asa Sheriff
in England, so far as they are applicable to the situation ; and that in case of resistance to
. his authority, he may use force, so far as may be necessary for overcoming it ; and we are
of opinion, that the population of the Countiy will be bound to attend him, when he callg
upon them, in order toussist bim in gxecuting the judgements and process of the Court.
But the Sheriff ought not to resort to the force of the pepulation, except in cases of great ne-
cessity, where his own immediate officers are not sufficient to overcome the resistance, in
enforcing the judgements and process of the Court, and this power cannot be exercised with

too much circumspection,

% 5..We think the Governor may, under the authority of the Company, appoint Con-

stables, and otherofficers, far the preservation of the peace ; and that the officers so appoirted

_ will have the saine duties and privileges as similar officers in England, so far as these du-
ties and privileges may be applicable to their situation in the Territory of the Company.

“ 6. We are of opinion, thatthe persons will be subject tothe jurisdiction of the Courty
who reside, or are found within the Territories over which it extends,

(Signed) SAMUEL ROMILLY,
o WILLIAM CRUISE,
e ~ @G. S. HOLROYD,
). SCARLETT, ' -
JOHN BELL.

The same Gentlenien gave ihé following opinion, as to the Criminal Jurisdiction, granted to the Courts of
Trower and Upper Canada, by the Act 43d, Geo. 3d, Cap. 138.

¢ We do not think this Act give; Jurisdiction to the Courts of Lower and Upper Canada,
within the Territoriesof the HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY, these being within the ju-
risdiction of their own Goverrors and. Council.”

S'gned as above.
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