
P REF ACE. .

HERE is the reprint of one of the most formidable books
against Nunneries ever published. It has produced power-
ful impressions abroad, as well as in the United States, and
appears destined to have still greater results. It is the sim-
ple narrative of an uneducated and unprotected female, who
escaped from the old Black Nunnery of Montreal, or Hotel
Dieu, and told her tale of sufferings and horrors, without
exaggeration or embellishment. Though assailed by all the
powers of the Romish priesthood, whom she accused, and
by the united influence of the North American press, which,
with very small exceptions, was then unenlightened by the
discoveries of the present day, the book remains unim-
peached, and still challenges the test of fair and open exa-
mination.
. Many an American female, no doubt, is now living, who
might justly acknowledg> that she was saved from exposure
to the suffering, or even the rain, often the consequences of
a Convent education, by the disinterested warning given in
this book; while its author, disheartened at length by the


