PREFACE. %1

1 have abstained generally from politics and
personalities ; from the former, because such
discussions are foreign to my turn of mind and
above my capacity, and from the latter on prin-
ciple; and I wish it to be distinctly understood,
that whenever I have introduced any personal
details, it has been with the express sanction of
those most interested,—1I allude particularly to
the account of Colonel Talbot and the family
at the Sault Ste. Marie. For the rest, I have
only to add, that on no subject do I wish to
dictate an opinion, or assume to speak as one
having authority: my utmost ambition extends
no farther than to suggest matter for inquiry
and reflection. 1f this little book contain mis-
takes, they will be chastised and corrected, and
I shall be glad of it. If it contain but one
truth, and that no bigger than a grain of
mustard-seed, it will not have been cast into
the world in vain, nor will any severity of
criticism make me, in such a case, repent of hav-
ing published it, even in its present undigested
and, I am afraid, unsatisfactory form.
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